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Town of Mantua Council Meeting Minutes
Held on December 3, 2020
Through Zoom and at Town Hall

Council Members Present: Mayor Michael Johnson, Paul Nye, William Hodgins, Pam Eaves, George Wouden and Jan Palmer-Recorder
Audience present: Nicole Nelson, Brenda Dixon, Scott Muirbrook, Ryan Staats, Renea Staats, Chief Castro, Nathan Blaine, Harper and Janis Johnson
Nicole Nelson Audit for the 2019-2020 Fiscal Year: Nicole Nelson reviewed the 2019-2020 Fiscal Year Budget with the Council.  Nicole said that this is one of the cleanest audits she does.  Brenda, Janis and Jan do a great job running the office and keeping the records.
Nicole said State compliance requirements were tested for the year ending June 30, 2020 and there were no findings. There were a couple things last year, but this means they were all taken care of this year. 
The audit report was a clean audit.
Interview second Full Time Police Officer: William Hodgins begins by saying that officer Staats has worked here since August and now he is now interested in working full time. Staats has been in Law Enforcement for six years patrolling in Carbon County and then for the last four years in Salt Lake County. He has four years’ experience with a Training Division as a coordinator. He lives in Morgan but is very willing to make the commute. William Hodgins has spoken to Ryan Staats previously and believes that he is a good fit for our Town. Paul Nye asked if he is willing to accept the full-time position here and if he would have any other jobs while working for the Town. Staats explains that with his training assignment in Salt Lake County, it is a five-year contract, but it would be an asset to the department here as he could bring those skills to the officers here. 
His job in Salt Lake County is a full-time job, but he explains that right now because of COVID-19 he is working from home most of the time.  William clarifies that when Staats is on duty for Mantua he will be entirely focused on this job. There won’t be any conflict of duties. Mayor Johnson asked about if COVID-19 ends in the next four months, how would that effect his being able to work from home with Salt Lake County. Staats explains that even if COVID-19 ends he would still be able to work both jobs as the County has entrusted him to get his work done when it needs to be. William explained that while he is working for Salt Lake County the Chief can move his shifts around as needed, while also being able to fill any spots with the part time officers. 
Mayor Johnson asked if Staats is certified in multiple trainings so he could hold trainings for the Mantua officers. Staats assured him that he has certifications in many trainings and is willing to help train. He also understands the liability and will not offer anything that he’s not comfortable with training. William Hodgins mentioned he had spoken with another individual about the position and he believes that Staats is a better fit and has more to offer to our town. 
The Mayor wanted to clarify that Staats knows since he has worked here since August, that there is not a police car available for him to take home. Hodgins says that yes that is something they have discussed and Staats is aware and agrees on that. 
Pam Eaves asked how long would Staats be away training for, pre COVID, and how would it effect his job here. Staats tell her that it all depends on what type of training it is. Before COVID there were a lot more options, so it made things more flexible. Now, they have to move trainings around to be in low-risk categories. He does most of the trainings online and has moved his schedule to accommodate. Paul Nye asked if Staats has informed his other employer of this opportunity and how they would feel about him taking this job. Staats tells them that he needs to fill out a form but is waiting to see if he gets this job before he does. He has talked to his supervisor about this opportunity before. There were also concerns about him being called away from Mantua with little notice but Staats assured that the trainings are planned ahead, and he has only been called to Salt Lake three times. He knows that he’ll have plenty of time to meet with William Hodgins and plan his schedule around him being gone. 
Mayor Johnson voiced his concerns about how with his other employment, Staats has health benefits and retirement and if they are obligated to pay for any of that. Brenda confirmed that she spoke with the IRS and they only have to pay retirement with Mantua’s policy. 
George Wouden asked about the hours to qualify full-time and if they could just keep Staats at part-time if benefits were going to be an issue. Hodgins explained that there were to many gaps in timing and it would be harder to schedule everyone, to be sure every shift was covered.
Motion to hire Ryan Staats as our second full-time officer
Motion: William Hodgins
Second: Paul Nye
All in Favor: Paul Nye, William Hodgins, Mayor Johnson
No Votes: Pam Eaves
Abstain Votes: George Wouden
Motion passes, with the Mayor making the caveat that this would be with a four-month probation

Nathan Blaine- Purchase of Property: Nathan asked the Council if they would consider allowing him to purchase 3-4 feet on the west side of his driveway to landscape and control the access to his driveway. Nathan asked if he could bring a contract and a survey for the property to the next meeting. Paul Nye and Mayor Johnson didn’t have a problem with that. Pam Eaves wanted to know the size of the lot the Town would be selling to Nathan but Nathan wasn’t sure what the size of the land is. They discussed it further and all decided it would be alright for him to come to the next meeting with a contract and survey of the parcel.

ATV Parking: The Mayor wants to hold off on opening the snowmobile parking lot to the public until there is enough snow. After some discussion about who would make the call as to when to open it they decided to leave it closed until there is more snow and leave it up to Harper when to close it.
Sewer Impact Fee Analysis: Paul Nye reported we could use Brigham City’s study for our impact fee analysis, however Brigham City’s attorney said we would need to do our own study in case we went over on money. Another concern was that if anyone protested the impact fees, we would need a study to back it up. Paul stated that he would do more research and wait until Fred Philpot got back to him with more information.
Ordinances and Resolutions:  The following Ordinances and Resolutions were adopted and discussed:
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2020-12-03 A Mantua Sewer Treatment Ordinance
Motion: Paul Nye
Second: Pam Eaves
Yes votes: Paul Nye, Pam Eaves, Mayor Johnson, William Hodgins and George Wouden
No votes: none
[bookmark: _Hlk58577477]All in favor; motion passes

Motion to adopt Ordinance # 2020-12-03 B Amending the Animal Ordinance
Motion: George Wouden
Second: Pam Eaves
Yes votes: George Wouden, Pam Eaves, Mayor Johnson, William Hodgins and Paul Nye
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes

Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-12-03 A Summary of Fees for 2021 with corrections discussed.
Motion: Pam Eaves
Second: Paul Nye
Yes votes: Pam Eaves, Paul Nye, Mayor Johnson, William Hodgins and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes

Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-12-03 B Adopting an Enterprise Zone
Motion: William Hodgins
Second: Paul Nye
Yes votes: William Hodgins, Paul Nye, Mayor Johnson Pam Eaves and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes

Ordinance 2020-08-20 Parking on The Roadway:  The Council has received concerns from the Police Department on the wording of the Parking on the Roadway Ordinance. The Council discussed having parking permits for residents and their guests to park on city roadway. The parking permits could be obtained at Town Hall. George Wouden did not like the idea of having parking permits for our residents, he argued against it. After some discussion the majority of the Council decided that permits would be the best course of action. 
Road cut on Brigham City property: The Mayor said there has been some discussion about the road Brigham City has cut for their telemetry line going to their tower on the west side of the highway. There is concern about the erosion because the cut is on a 30% slope. The Mayor will send a letter to Brigham expressing the towns concerns.
Public Comment: None
Council Comment: George expressed gratitude to the office workers and the mayor for all their good work. He also commented on the progress being done on the volleyball court. The rest of the volleyball court will be finished next spring. 
Paul also expressed gratitude to all the staff for their hard work. 
Brenda commented on how well the audit went. 
William wanted to clarify that the holiday celebrations have been canceled due to COVID-19. The Country Store wants to do a drive through Christmas Village and receive donations to go to the police and fire dept. 
The Mayor wanted to propose giving two staff members raises. This will be discussed in the next Council Meeting. 
Motion to Adjourn
Motion: Paul Nye
Second: William Hodgins
Yes votes: Paul Nye, William Hodgins, Mayor Johnson, Pam Eaves and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes 
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