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BOARD MEETING
DIXIE SUN MANOR 975 N. 1725 W. # 101
Tuesday November 10, 2020

PRESENT:  Mike Barben, Greg Whitehead, Tom Cover, Gloria Shakespeare, Jimmie Hughes, Kenny Miller, Jane Fehrenbacker

EXCUSED:  Everyone present

MINUTES:  Minutes of Board Meeting held October 13, 2020 were reviewed.  Motion made by Tom Cover to approve minutes as reviewed, motion seconded by Gloria Shakespeare.  Motion carried.

Discussion of new boar member referrals:  Mike Barben opened up a discussion of possible names that would be a good replacement for Dorothy’s seat on the SGHA board.  The board mentioned that the next board member appointed should possibly be a contractor / builder.   Jimmie Hughes said he had a few contacts as well and would check around.  Mike suggested that we think it over for the next month and bring any names to our next board meeting.  A motion was made by Kenny Miller to make Gloria Shakespeare signee on all SGHA checks.  Motion seconded by Greg Whitehead.  Motion carried


Review Housing Assistance Report for November 2020:  Mike Barben handed out the HAP reports for November 2020.  Board members were able to see the money spent for the months on rental assistance, see the average unit cost, and verify the units leased for the month.  The board was also able to ask questions and have a discussion about portability, C of C and VASH.  Each board member present signed off on the HAP payments and month end totals.   

Review current 2020-2021 budget:  Mike Barben handed the board a copy of the fiscal year 2020-2021 SGHA budget.  The board was able to see how the SGHA is doing in the current fiscal year budget.  Mike reported that for the most part, SGHA was right on budget, and let the board ask questions on any of the items on the report.  The board has asked Mike to provide and present the most recent budget accounts at each board meeting.  By providing the current budget monthly, the board can see how the SGHA is keeping up with the current budget throughout the whole year.  The board thought it would be great to ask questions and be on top of what the SGHA is doing financially.  Mike agreed to do this.  

Jane Fehrenbacker report on DSM:  Jane Fehrenbacker reported that a new tenant moved into unit 704 this week.  Jane mentioned that with even with Covid19 the community has been able to do pot lucks and deliver food to those in quarantine.  She said we just do the best we can and help wherever possible.  Jane also reported that we have had no DSM tenants contract the corona virus.  Jane also reported on the new cement sidewalks poured this past month and how nice it will be to have a sidewalk for the jazzy’ s to ride on.


Report from Jimmie Hughes on Covid19 & River Walk apartments:  Councilman Jimmie Hughes reported that River Walk apartments opened its doors this past week and is excited for the families moving in.  Jimmie also reported that a ribbon cutting ceremony and open house went very well on October 29, 2020.  The board then had a great discussion on the Governors mask mandate, the cancellation of the St. George half marathon, and the cancellation of Veterans Day ceremonies, and parades.  The board all agreed how disappointing it is to see these activities cancelled due to Covid 19, especially when so many locals look forward to them.  A lot of frustration and fear is going on in our community.  Unfortunately, the mandates are dividing the community.  

Report on 40 mainstream vouchers possibly available:  Mike Barben reported that he recently applied for 40 mainstream vouchers.  Mike said housing authorities across the nation can apply all the way up to December 31, 2020.  The mainstream vouchers are specifically for non-elderly and disabled individuals.  Tenants must be younger than 62 and older than 18 and must be disabled.  Mike said SGHA would have no problem leasing this type of clientele in St. George.  Mike mentioned that he felt SGHA had a pretty good chance of getting these vouchers.  Mike said he would keep the board updated on the status of the vouchers as well.

Approval of SGHA employee Christmas bonus’s:  Mike Barben asked the boards approval for Christmas bonuses for his staff and himself.  Mike confirmed the housing authority had budgeted for this and is in a good financial situation to do bonuses.  Mike suggested $300 for his employees, and $500 for the Director.  This is what has been approved in the past and Mike suggested the same amount awarded this year as well.  Jimmie Hughes made a motion to approve the Christmas bonuses.  Tom Cover seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Mike thanked the board for their support.

Report on new HAD 2021 Payment Standards:  Mike Barben handed the board a copy of the new payment standards for the upcoming year.  Mike mentioned that he upped the HUD approved payment standards to the maximum 110% level for the one, two, and three-bedroom units.  Mike reported even with the allowed increase the payment standards are still low for the Washington County area as occupancy levels are at 99%.  The board had a great discussion and had a lot of empathy for some of our clients as it is very difficult to find housing let alone affordable housing.  The board also talked about the low wages for families to make enough money to cover their rent.  More affordable housing is needed.

Motion made by Kenny Miller to close the meeting.  Gloria Shakespeare seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.


Next board meeting will be held December 8, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. at the St. George Housing Authority office.  



_____________________________________________________________________________________                          Board of Commissioners                                                                                                                                                Executive Director                                                                                          
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