LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
October 21st, 2020
6:30 p.m.
Leamington Town Hall
OPEN PUBLIC MEETING

Those present:					
Russ Finlinson, Mayor					Dan Bradfield, Council Member
Chad McPherson, Council Member				Trampis Fleming, Council Member
Steven Holman, Council Member				Lily Burrows, Treasurer
Ann Finlinson, Clerk/Recorder				Jerry Finlinson, Town Member
Mont Bradfield, Town Member

We want to begin the meeting to discuss the Disaster Preparedness Plan submitted to FEMA for purchase of a backup generator for the town water pump.  We have submitted the paperwork and have been assessed with our highest risk being flooding by dam failure if Yuba Reservoir should fail.  We would lose one bridge, the canals and ditches, the roadway, and the communication tower up by Alan Overson’s farm.  We would lose farmland, the fire station, the town hall, 62 residences, power lines, the church, and post office and other miscellaneous buildings.  They rate us based on population and future development as well.  The probability of this occurring is the higher risk.  Moderate risk is of wildfires.  Lower risk is earthquake and landslides.  They say our wildfire risk is low because the fire originates outside of the town boundaries.  The homes at risk of wildfire are at the top of the hill.  Problem soils could cause landslides. Matt Kolste’s property is at risk from the river bank collapsing.  Earthquake risk has also been low.  There were two in the 7 range about 70 years ago.  Mitigation is to prepare against dam failure.  They recommend we divert housing away from risk of flooding.  To protect from erosion with problem soils, excess material has been dumped to reduce erosion and we are recommended to continue doing that.  We need to communicate the potential of landslides or heavy rain washout for the homes on the hills.  We believe that wildfire is our greatest concern.  Having our 100-year wildfire on June 28 highlighted all our areas of concern. We should develop an ordinance requiring annual maintenance of unused ground and property, this could be accomplished by discing around homes to create a fire break.  

We also need to formulate a plan to thin out the tamaracks as they are a potential hazard.  Russ has been working on three courses of actions to get rid of the tamaracks.  First would be a controlled burn of them.  Second is to put beetles into the tamaracks.  Steven mentioned that Delta and Lyndyll were able to control and kill out all their tamaracks. Beetles were tried in the past; however, the beetles may have been killed off by cold winter weather or by mosquito abatement spraying before the tamarack infestation was controlled.  Steven will ask his father Ladd if he can suggest a way of getting the beetles brought in again. If FEMA approves our requests, they will support 75% of the cost.  We could also ask DNR for funding.  Chad suggests we try grinding the tamaracks and then spraying poison on them.  Russ would like to get the tamaracks retarded to also inhibit deer crossing and vehicular collisions.  Steven has seen the chippers for sale on auctions.  Mont is adding that we need to be careful not to pollute our water way with the spraying. We can only address the tamaracks within the town limits.  

To install the emergency generator for the well, we will need to rewire the current system to accept the generator power.  Russ would like the generator to be portable to aid residents who may have accidents and power losses.  Jerry is wondering if the power would be too high in voltage.  Chad says you can get a generator with variable frequency.  We need to submit our wish list by January 21st with the materials and costs.  Chad will ask Todd Tolley for suggestions on the requirements.  Mont suggests we also install a locked fence around the portable generator on a concrete or gravel pad and possible cover it and have a ramp to make loading and moving the generator simpler.  Jerry says he works with a company called Royal Wholesale who could work with the town to get a system that would start the motor.  Chad thinks that is a good idea.  It is especially important for us to have a system in place in case of disaster.  

Russ also wants to increase our water storage capacity.  We have two tanks and an old rail car.  Russ would like to replace the rail car with a large tank that would hold between 160,000 to 200,000 gallons.  Having a third tank would also enable us to have the ability to shut down one tank at a time, clean it out, and have two others working.  If we could get FEMA to cover 75% of the costs, we could afford this upgrade.  

Chad thinks the biggest impact is the ordinance for fire breaks to prevent wildfires coming into town.  We also need to enforce the in-town ordinance to keep combustible fuels knocked down to a certain height.   Mont is wondering if there is any incentive to grow green crops rather than grain crops.  If it were not for the green crops surrounding the town, we would have had issues on the west edge of town as well.  Mike Ferrell made four passes with the disc that the fire jumped.  The wind with this fire was extreme and unusual.  

The three critical items for disaster mitigation are: 1) creating a town ordinance to control weeds and debris around the town boundaries; 2) install a backup water well generator; and 3) remove the tamaracks.  We need to have our estimates and plans in place by the January 21st, 2021 deadline to be ready for FEMA to work on it. 

The second item on the agenda for our public town meeting is a water petition for Jerry and Ann Finlinson.  They are requesting a culinary water connection for human consumption only.  When the power is out, they have no water.  With the recent fire, the power went out and they had no water to fight the fire if it had come near their home.  The water quality is poor, and they must haul drinking water.  The water is hard on their plants and water appliances.  The distance to Leamington is less than the distance to Lynndyl.  We have discussed putting their water meter inside the town limits up by the Flemings.  They would be required to install the pipeline at their own expense and would be responsible for the water quality once it leaves the town limits.  We are discussing giving them a one-time exemption based on long-term hardship.  The water would not go to Doug Nielson’s home or animals.  The Sorensons may be interested in building a heritage place there and would help him with water.  Mont is wondering what is going to stop anyone else seeking water outside the city limits.  Mont is wondering why people would not build outside the limits and seek water.  There is already an out-of-town allowance if the property is adjacent to the town boundary.  The Croppers could also hook their homes to the existing meter.  They would have to come and petition the town.  Mont suggests that we annex some of the property on the south to prevent someone from, for example, putting in a trailer home park and expecting water connections.  Whatever course of action that is taken needs to benefit the town in the long run.  Chad is relaying a story about his brother in Nephi who was required to run an 8-inch line to his out of town one-home subdivision ¾ of a mile at an expense of $40,000 to benefit the town.  Currently we are supplying water to out-of-town residents and we have no say in what they do with it.  Mont is suggesting annexing 100 yards or 200 yards to the south of the current town boundary to put the current homes in the city limits. There would then be some nice building lots available.  Russ does not have any problem with annexing those homes.    There is a question on whether the taxes would be significantly different in town or in the county.  We could find out easily whether the taxes were much higher by checking at the recorder’s office.  Mont wonders if we should contact an attorney to address the situation.

We also need to discuss budget modifications.  The pipeline cost was higher than anticipated.  The phone line was hit three times accidentally; we have not received the bill for that repair yet.  We do not know what the cost for the asphalt will be yet, we have not received the estimate yet.  Russ wants to dig down the road base 2 inches and then recover the road.  We are now at the end of the season with the hot plant getting shut down at Jake’s.  Geneva Rock could haul it in, but everyone is too busy to do it now.  We may want to double chip and seal the road, that would be possibly $40-50,000.  The inner road in the subdivision does not need work yet.  Russ thinks we should set aside some money for the project. He thinks he has $50-60,000 in his road budget.  Russ wants to keep $20,000 for streetlights.  If we split the cost between water and roads, we should be able to come up with $100,000 to cover the cost. Chad is suggesting we put some cold batch in the crossings for a temporary fix.  Russ would like to dig down the road an inch with a backhoe, that gives us a base for chip and seal.  Chad will try to get ahold of Jake this week, he thinks they are getting caught up on their work.  Mont thinks even if it were swept and graveled it would be an improvement. Russ thinks we may have to keep calling or stop by their headquarters and try to contact someone.  Russ has at least $48,000 running total in the road budget currently and will receive additional funds through the Class C Utah State Treasury Road Allotment.  He can take $50,000 from this category.  

We want to increase line item 6250 Water Materials and Supplies from $75,000 to $125,000, then use $50,000 of that for the road repair, and increase line item 4410.260 Streets Repairs and Maintenance from $20,000 to $50,000 and use that for the road repair to cover the approximate $100,000 cost.  

Russ also wants to add to a miscellaneous income line for concession income.  We should be receiving $350 from the DHS Cheerleaders.

There is an over budget item on bank charges due to check costs and the cash boxes.  This is line 4141.611 and should be increased to $2000. This is item 4510.251. Russ makes a motion for these changes.  Steven seconds, all in favor, motion passed unanimously.  $30,000 of expenditures needs to be removed from Parks Repairs and Maintenance category 4510.251 to Parks Capital Outlay category 4510.710 as these charges were incorrectly categorized.

Mont would also like to go half with the town on going half cost on graveling the road by his house.  Russ agrees on that. 

We are looking for an invoice from Mark Martineau for the rest of the labor on the town hall roof.  Mark needs to send us an accounting for the $30,000 that he has been paid showing that he has paid his laborers.  If he has increased costs, he needs to show us an accounting.  Chad is messaging him.  The gutter guards and the snow cleats above the doorways also need to be installed.

The public meeting is closed at 7:55 p.m. Mont and Jerry are taking their leave.
	
Town Council meeting called to order at 7:57 pm.  The bills have been reviewed and signed. 

Minutes:   The September minutes have been approved after corrections are made. Russ motions that we accept the minutes as corrected, Chad seconds, motion passed. 

Water:
We discussed the backup generator in the public meeting earlier.
We have an issue with Tony and Chris Rees not paying for the mobile home water bill. They would like their water bill reduced from $33 to $16.50 per month for the 4 months of dormancy.  Chad and Trampis think we should not be responsible for keeping track of whether a rental residence is vacant.  It is the Rees’ responsibility to call Lili and let her know if a water hookup is dormant or not.  Trampis thinks if it is an active meter, then it should be charged the normal rate.  The mobile home has been sold now.  Russ recommends that we give them the credit and makes a motion for this.  Trampis seconds.  Steven is opposed but motion is passed.  Dave Frandsen shows that he used 78,000 gallons last month.  Chad says it was a misreading.  We will adjust that and let Lili know.  He read it himself.  We will adjust his bill and adjust the accounting.  
 
The controller at the tank went bad.  Chad has been monitoring the tank level.  Currently the spring water is keeping up the tank level.  The controller has been ordered and Chad will try to install it himself.  Chad will also try to do the fencing at the controller at $20 an hour.  He will install pipe corner posts and gates.  

The internet was not working at the fire station.  The modem may have been turned off in the office. Steven will check this.  

Shann has torn out the old fence at his property line.  Chad will get with Shann to determine what the new fence will be like for our convenience.  We received some insurance money to replace the meter heads and the fence.  There is about $6000 for water for the gates and posts.  

Russ got a call from Six County about the CARES funding.  The state authorized about $20,700 funding to Leamington.  This is from Covid reimbursement.  We will buy four face masks at about $1600 apiece for the fire fighters.  We should receive $6800 in Phase 1, then we need to show them what we will use the money for.  Russ would like to purchase masks, hand sanitizer, and cleaning supplies for the year.  We will also get asbestos hoods and work gloves.  If we do not spend all the money, we will give the remaining money to the school district for the students’ use. We can donate the excess money to the school district.  Russ would like us to come with lists of what we might need.  The Uline catalog is a supplier that provides similar materials, Chad says they supply IPP.  

Fire Department:  Dave says they got a quote on replacing the roof for $19,000 at the fire station.  Russ also wants to replace the roof on the pavilion, matching it to the concession stand.

Russ got the church to put the pipe in for the softball diamond sprinkler system.

Roads/Cemetery: This was covered earlier this evening. 

Leamarado:  Russ is totaling the donations for the Leamarado.  There was about $5345 profit to go to the Rodeo, including the charge of $240 for the ambulance, the $5435 was the total profit including the sponsor money for the rodeo.  Chad will negotiate with Pete to pay his costs. The difference will go into the rodeo account.  We will preorder the buckles for the Monday jackpot rodeo for next year.  We will use the $2694 plus $280 for the rodeo arena lights that was raised from the raffle.  

Town Hall/Parks and Planning:  There are bats in the belfry.  The roofers saw many of them when they were replacing the siding.   Russ thinks we need to contact the pest control company to spray or fumigate the bell tower.  The roofer recommended caulking it.  Dan thinks we should fumigate it then seal it. 

Kali Western is planning on using the town hall for a wedding reception on December 12th.  There is a question of if they should pay the in-town fee or the higher out-of-town fee.  Russ thinks we can charge an in-town fee as the Westerns were long-term town residents.  

Water:  Ann is asking about the water petition for Jerry and Ann Finlinson. We need a contract saying it is for those residents only.  The motion is for a one-time permit for a hardship and is to be for that residence only for human consumption with no selling of water to other residents.  The meter must be installed within the town’s property with the water quality beyond the meter being the user’s responsibility.  It is a one-time exemption based on a long-lasting hardship, as the Leamington Culinary Water System is their best option for water.  Responsibility for all piping will also go to the users.  Dan thinks we will face contention and thinks the Croppers may have a petition in the future, at which time it will have to be considered.  Russ makes a motion to allow the connection, Chad seconds.  Trampis is in favor, Dan opposes.  Steven left before the issue was raised as he had to go to work.  Motion passed.  

Adjourn:  Trampis made a motion to adjourn.  Chad seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m.  We will meet October 14th at 7 pm for our next meeting.
