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Regular Business Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2020, at 6:00 pm
212 N. Toquer Blvd, Toquerville Utah

Present: Mayor Lynn Chamberlain; Councilmembers: Keen Ellsworth, Justin Sip, Ty Bringhurst, Gary Chaves, Chuck Williams; Staff: Attorney Heath Snow, Zoning Official Mike Vercimak, Treasurer Dana McKim, Ryker Steglich from Public Works Maintenance Department, Recorder Ruth Evans; Support Staff: Planning Chairman Manning Butterworth; Public: Judy Lehman, Dean Lehman, Randy Durda, Wayne Olsen, Valerie King, Gary Lunt, Kay Chamberlain, Tammy Henderson, Greg Turner, Glenn Leavitt, Val Preslar, Valerie Preslar, Bryan Christensen, Thora Christensen, Sandra Feagin, Paul Heideman, Chris Butterworth; Absent: Public Works Director Lance Gubler.

A. CALL TO ORDER:
1. Mayor Chamberlain called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Councilman Williams led the Pledge of Allegiance. Councilman Chaves gave the invocation. There were no opening comments from Council Members or residents. There were no statements of belief voiced. 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
1. The Council reviewed the agenda. There were no disclosures, nor conflict declarations from Council Members.

Councilman Keen Ellsworth moved to approve the Regular Business Meeting Agenda. Councilman Chuck Williams seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye. 

C. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Review and possible approval of meeting minutes from September 3 Work Meeting and September 10 Business Meeting. 

Councilman Keen Ellsworth moved to approve the meeting minutes from September 3 Work Meeting and September 10 Business Meeting. Councilman Justin Sip seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye. 

2. Review and possible approval of City Expenditures from September 2020.

Councilman Justin Sip moved to approve the City Expenditures from September 2020. Councilman Chuck Williams seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye. 

D. CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
1. Hurricane Valley Fire District Representative Merlin Spendlove reported that fire fighters are at an increased risk of disease and illness. Pink t-shirts were handed out to the Council from the Fire District to bring awareness for this increased risk and for breast cancer awareness month. There were a total of 11 medical calls and 3 fire response calls during September. Some burn permits have been delayed until possibly November. 

2. Zoning Administrator Mike Vercimak reported that the general plan from Alpha Engineering has been reviewed and everything looked good.

Attorney Snow entered the meeting at 6:11 p.m.

3. Planning commission Chair Manning Butterworth reported on the upcoming Planning Commission Meeting agenda items. The Planning Commission is making progress on the MPDO density bonus discussion. 

4. Ryker Steglich from the Public Works Department reported on two bids received for the flashing speed signs to possibly be installed on Toquer Boulevard. The City will check with UDOT to make sure they can be installed on their road. The Public Works Department has done some research on water use in Toquerville and has determined that water use is down over the last few years. The Council should keep this in mind when redoing the water rates. There is a minimum amount that the City needs to charge to maintain standard operating and maintenance costs.  

5. City Attorney Heath Snow did not have anything to report.

E. PRESENTATION:
1. Dove Center’s Executive Director Lindsey Boyer gave a short presentation regarding designating October as Domestic Violence Month. The information was sent to the Council and the City has put forth a Resolution to bring awareness to Domestic Violence. Washington County has a higher rate of domestic violence than the national average. The Dove Center’s goal is to raise awareness and is always in need of help and volunteers. 

2. Daughters of the American Revolution Chairman Judy Lehman presented a proclamation designating November as American Indian Heritage Month. It is important to remember history by supporting activities that honor the American Indians. 

F. PUBLIC FORUM:
Resident Randy Durda commented on the Trail Ridge and Cholla Creek bridge. There have been some issues in the past with people posting illegal no trespassing signs on the bridge, but those issues have hopefully been resolved. The residents love the bridge and are very grateful for it. Please don’t waste money by moving the bridge to another location. 

Resident Wayne Olsen commented that in pictures of the Boulevard from the 1870’s, there were no Pecan trees, which means you would be pruning trees that can live up to 300 years old. Be careful when pruning the old historic trees. The huge trees are like a canopy over the road and helps define Toquerville. 

G. PUBLIC HEARING:
Councilman Ty Bringhurst moved to enter into the Public Hearing portion of the meeting. Councilman Justin Sip seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

1. Public input is sought on Resolution 2020.XX increasing culinary water rates and base gallon usage. 

Resident Manning Butterworth commented that more information is needed. On option 2 there seems to be a typo regarding per thousand gallons. It says $3.50 for 0-8,000 gallons and it should say $3.50 per 1,000 gallons up to 8,000 gallons. 

Resident Wayne Olsen commented that he doesn’t have the proposed water rate information that Mr. Butterworth just referenced. This information should be explained to the public before the public is asked to comment on water rates. Rates should be charged to cover the base costs only. Don’t overtax the residents. 

Councilman Bringhurst gave another overview of the proposed rates and base gallon usage figures and explained how much is needed to cover the City’s standard operating and maintenance costs. 

Resident Manning Butterworth commented that option one would be the best for him although all of the options would increase his bill significantly. 

Resident Paul Heideman commented that he did not get the breakdown information. How much money will the town end up within 50 years? Compound interest and depreciation will need to be calculated. If water rates are raised, then you are raising the cost of living in Toquerville. 

Resident Gary Lunt commented that the City should wait another three months to raise the water rates. Then the City could get a more accurate picture of the water-related expenses and use that data to evaluate the rates. Alpha Engineering should be aware of an additional $18,000 in revenue that should be considered. 

Resident Wayne Olsen commented that the homes in the heights area or any other area that does not have secondary water should not get a cheaper rate because they knew there was no secondary water when they purchased their property. Discounts on water rates will equal lost revenue. 

2. Public input is sought on Resolution 2020.XX amending Uniform Fee Schedule, culinary water rates. 

There were no comments from the public. 

3. Public input is sought on Ordinance 2020.XX amending Title 6, Chapter 2 Parking and sidewalk safety.

The Council discussed the proposed changes that were sent out to the Council, meeting with Washington County Sheriff’s Office to increase enforcement, how the City enforces parking issues, staff issuing parking citations, enforcing traffic hazards before residents get hurt, cleaning up junk vehicles, boats and RV’s, and possibly painting the curb or striping the street. 

Resident Glen Leavitt commented that there are areas on Westfield that are congested because of parking on the street. Many households have multiple vehicles and need on-street parking. Usually, drivers slow down to navigate congested streets.

Resident Chris Butterworth commented there are big semi-trucks that park up on the heights. These heavy trucks could damage the roads. Perhaps signs could be put up to prevent semi-truck parking on city streets. 

Resident Gary Lunt commented that the parking rules need to be put in layman’s terms so the residents can understand the rules and penalties. The residents need to know the rules ahead of time so they can be aware of the fines. 

Resident Wayne Olsen commented that the homeowners in the Westfield area need to control their kids and not let them play in the streets. Mr. Olsen is scared to death that a child will get hit by a car. The City needs to get rid of the boats and storage vehicles on the street to protect the kids. The bypass road will hopefully help alleviate the traffic issues on Westfield road. It’s a huge mistake to add traffic on that road. 

Resident Chris Butterworth was also concerned about the children playing in the road and getting hurt. The semi-trucks park on the curve which creates blind spots. There is no stop sign on Shangri-La which allows people to speed on that road. 

Mayor Chamberlain wished to thank the residents for their input and the respectful manner in which ideas were communicated. 

Councilman Justin Sip moved to close the Public Hearing portion of the meeting. Councilman Ty Bringhurst seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

H. BUSINESS:
1. Discussion and possible action on Resolution 2020.XX Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

Councilman Keen Ellsworth moved to approve Resolution 2020.XX Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Councilman Justin Sip seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

2. Discussion and possible action on Resolution 2020.XX American Indian Heritage Month. 

Councilman Justin Sip moved to approve Resolution 2020.XX American Indian Heritage Month. Councilman Ty Bringhurst seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.




3. Discussion on Resolution 2020.XX increasing culinary water rates and base gallon usage. 

Councilman Ty Bringhurst moved to table Resolution 2020.XX increasing culinary water rates and base gallon usage. Councilman Justin Sip seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

4. Discussion and possible action on Resolution 2020.XX Uniform Fee Schedule to modify culinary water rates, base gallon usage, cemetery fees, and additional baseball field prep fees. 

Councilman Ty Bringhurst moved to approve Resolution 2020.XX to include only cemetery fees and additional baseball field prep fees. Councilman Gary Chaves seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

5. Discussion and possible action on Ordinance 2020.XX amending Title 6 chapter 2 Parking and sidewalk safety. 

The Council discussed the procedures to enforce the ordinance, naming who has authority to enforce the ordinance, revising some of the outdated language, and hiring a code enforcement officer. The Council discussed that enforcement is an administrative function so no changes need to be made to the current code. The Mayor and Staff will move forward with getting parking tickets made up to start enforcing the parking ordinances. 

6. Discussion and possible action on Water use overage policy. 

This policy changes the once in a lifetime abatement to once every three years. 

Councilman Keen Ellsworth moved to approve the water use overage policy. Councilman Justin Sip seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

7. Discussion and possible expenditure approval of $8,629.46 for dump truck repairs. 

Councilman Ty Bringhurst moved to approve the expenditure in the amount of $8,629.46 for dump truck repairs. Councilman Justin Sip seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

8. Discussion and possible expenditure approval of $6,827.53 for backhoe repairs.

Councilman Ty Bringhurst moved to approve the expenditure in the amount of $6,827.53 for backhoe repairs. Councilman Justin Sip seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.




9. Discussion and possible expenditure approval of $3,612.21 for City work truck repairs. 

Councilman Ty Bringhurst moved to approve the expenditure in the amount of $3,612.21 for City work truck repairs. Councilman Justin Sip seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

10. Discussion and possible expenditure approval of $56,886.40 for Center Street project. 

Councilman Chuck Williams moved to approve the expenditure in the amount of $56,886.40 for the Center Street project. Councilman Ty Bringhurst seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

11. Discussion and possible action on Resolution 2020.XX Expenditure Policy. 

The Council discussed changing the policy to allow expenditures under $2,500 to be approved by a department head, expenditures up to $10,000 to be approved by the Mayor, and expenditures from $10,001 to less than $50,000 to be approved by the City Council. 

Councilman Keen Ellsworth moved to approve Resolution 2020.XX Expenditure Policy with the stated changes. Councilman Ty Bringhurst seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

12. Discussion and possible expenditure approval for tree maintenance project. 

The Council discussed this project and that there is enough money in the budget for it. Three bids were received ranging from $18,785 to $12,285.

Councilman Ty Bringhurst moved to approve the expenditure for the tree maintenance project, not to exceed $14,100. Councilman Chuck Williams seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

I. COUNCIL REPORTS:
1. Justin Sip did not have anything to report.

2. Keen Ellsworth did not have anything to report. 

3. Ty Bringhurst did not have anything to report. 

4. Gary Chaves reported that he would be absent for the next Planning Commission meeting and asked for a volunteer to attend on his behalf. Councilman Ellsworth volunteered to attend. The stairway at Confluence Park looks dangerous and concerns have been raised about the stability of it. 

5. Chuck Williams reported that the Town Hall Christmas Lighting is coming up. More information will be forthcoming.
6. Mayor Lynn Chamberlain did not have anything to report.

J.  ADJOURN REGULAR SESSION:
The Council discussed moving into a closed session for the purpose of discussing pending or reasonably imminent litigation and to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property.
Councilman Ty Bringhurst moved to enter into a closed session for the purpose of discussing pending or reasonably imminent litigation and to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property. Councilman Chuck Williams seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0. Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

Mayor Chamberlain adjourned the regular meeting at 8:16 p.m.

K. CLOSED SESSION:
The closed session for the purpose of discussing pending or reasonably imminent litigation and to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property was called to order at 8:20 p.m.

Minutes of the closed session were recorded and are now on file as a protected record.

The closed session adjourned at 9:11 p.m.

J. ADJOURN:
Mayor Chamberlain called the meeting back into open session at 9:11 p.m.

Councilman Justin Sip moved to adjourn the Regular Business Meeting. Councilman Ty Bringhurst seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 5-0.  Ty Bringhurst – aye, Keen Ellsworth – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Gary Chaves – aye, Chuck Williams – aye. 

Mayor Chamberlain adjourned the regular business meeting at 9:12 p.m.



___________________________________________		_______________________
Mayor – Lynn Chamberlain						Date


___________________________________________
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