
[image: ]TOQUERVILLE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Work Meeting Minutes
October 1, 2020, at 6:00 pm
212 N. Toquer Blvd, Toquerville Utah

Present: Mayor Lynn Chamberlain; Councilmembers: Keen Ellsworth, Ty Bringhurst, Justin Sip, Chuck Williams; Staff: Treasurer Dana McKim, Public Works Director Lance Gubler, Recorder Ruth Evans; Support Staff: Planning Chairman Manning Butterworth; Public: Rebecca Olsen, Ernie Olsen, Dan Catlin, Tammy Henderson, Wayne Olsen; Absent: Councilman Gary Chaves, Ash Creek Special Services District Representative, Hurricane Valley Fire District Representative Merlin Spendlove.

A. CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Chamberlain called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman Sip. The invocation was offered by Councilman Williams. There were no statements of belief voiced.

B.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
The Council reviewed the agenda. There were no disclosures, nor conflict declarations from Council Members. 
Councilman Justin Sip moved to approve the Regular Work Meeting Agenda. Councilman Chuck Williams seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 4-0. Keen Ellsworth – aye, Ty Bringhurst – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Chuck Williams – aye. 

C. CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
Planning Commission Chair Manning Butterworth did not have anything to report. 

Public Works Director Lance Gubler reported on the recent Clean-Up Days and the dumpsters that were around town. The Public Works staff went door to door in some neighborhoods asking residents to clean up their trailers and abandoned vehicles. There has been an increase in water leaks due to the weather changing. There is a baseball tournament scheduled for the 10th from an out of state league. The Center Street project is waiting for the Bacti test results to come in before they finish the loop to tie into the water line. The Wall subdivision is finished and has been recorded. Backflow ordinances are being enforced and hazard assessments are being done to protect the City’s drinking water. A developer that wants to start building came and looked at the City’s utility tie-ins. This developer will be required to put in a secondary access before they can start building. All the permits are ready to be awarded for the Reservoir. They are waiting for the final review board to approve the permits. 

D.  PUBLIC FORUM:
Resident Becky Olsen thanked the Council for removing the dump truck that was parked on the street near her home. There is still garbage and dangerous things and junk in some yards in and around her neighborhood. Where is the enforcement for these nuisances? These things are safety concerns and should be dealt with. The dumpsters are nice, but could the City order shorter dumpsters so residents can more easily access them? There are also parking concerns on Westfield Road and surrounding streets. 

The Council discussed moving the Parking discussion to the first agenda item to allow Mrs. Olsen to comment on this issue. 
Councilman Keen Ellsworth moved to rearrange the order of the agenda and discuss item #4 Parking and sidewalk safety first. Councilman Ty Bringhurst seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 4-0. Keen Ellsworth – aye, Ty Bringhurst – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

E.  WORKING AGENDA:
1. Discussion on Ordinance 2020.XX amending Title 6 Chapter 2 Parking and sidewalk safety.

Councilman Williams commented that after consulting with the lawyer, there are a few areas that need to be updated or adjusted in the parking ordinance. The City Council has the responsibility to the safety of the citizens of this town. These ordinances should also be enforceable. The Council discussed enforcement, the need for a code enforcement officer, possibly re-negotiating the contract with the Washington County Sheriff’s Office to increase enforcement, and educating the residents on parking ordinances.

Resident Becky Olsen commented the current parking code is ambiguous and needs to be re-phrased to clarify that vehicles should not be stored on the street. There are also people parking in front of fire hydrants. There needs to be enforcement of these parking issues. The City could write a letter to all the residents violating these ordinances asking them to clean up their junk vehicles. 

Councilman Williams will update and make changes to this section of the code.

1. Discussion on Resolution 2020.XX increasing culinary water rates and base gallon usage.

Councilman Bringhurst commented he sent out an updated cost breakdown and budget information to the Council and had just received more information from Resident Paul Heideman. All the new information will be sent over to Alpha Engineering for review. There is a public hearing scheduled for next week to hear input from residents. Mayor Chamberlain agreed that all the new information needs to be reviewed and have more alternatives available. Resident Becky Olsen is concerned the new water rates won’t be favorable for the residents who do not have access to secondary water.  

1. Discussion on Resolution 2020.XX Uniform Fee Schedule to modify culinary water rates, base gallon usage, cemetery fees, and additional baseball field prep fees.

The Council discussed this is an administrative item that needs to be updated once the water rates are updated, and they can approve some or all of the proposed fees to the fee schedule.

1. Discussion on Resolution 2020.XX Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

This Resolution will declare October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

1. Discussion on purpose of City Parks. 

The Council discussed that an option was previously presented to save the parks for residents use only or to continue to rent it out to non-residents. The Council discussed leaving it open for a first come first serve rental and to bring this item up again if residents complain that they are not able to use their parks. 


1. Discussion on Ordinance 2020.XX Water use overage policy. 

The current policy states residents can apply for a one-time abatement where the overage amount will reduced by half. The Council discussed changing the one time application to be able to apply once every three years for an abatement. This will help the residents who may have multiple water leaks. 

1. Discussion on vehicle maintenance expenditures. 

There are several invoices for repairs to City vehicles. These amounts are over the allotted individual expenditure amount so the Council will need to approve each expenditure. The expenditures will need to be listed separately for next week’s meeting for possible approval. 

1. Discussion on expenditures for Center Street project. 

There are two invoices for the Center Street project that will need Council approval. The work has been done but these expenditures need to be approved. 

1. Discussion on city owned vehicle use. 

The Council discussed the City’s vehicle lease agreements and the policy on employees using city owned vehicles. There is a need to create a policy specifying how employees can use city owned vehicles and if they qualify as a benefit. Treasurer McKim will look into other cities examples and put together some information for the Council.

1. Discussion on Resolution 2020.XX Expenditure policy. 

The current expenditure policy states each Councilman may approve an expenditure up to $2,500. Anything over that amount needs to go to City Council for approval. The Council would like the amount to be at $5,000 so they can purchase the necessary equipment and supplies for routine operating and maintenance costs.

1. Discussion on a possible expenditure for a Tree City project.

The Council discussed the trees along the Boulevard are overgrown and need to be trimmed. Three bids have been received for this project. The Council discussed the liability of trimming old trees, the historical significance of the trees, the budget for this project, and possibly removing some of the old trees and planting new ones. 

F.  COUNCIL REPORTS: 
Justin Sip reported the opt-out period for Blucan is going on now until November 30th. A meeting needs to be held with the Washington County Water Conservancy District regarding the reclaimed water. 

Keen Ellsworth reported on a meeting with the proposed sports complex group and the BLM. The land use agreement should hopefully be approved within the next six months. The sports complex developer will put in a pond for water storage. The Ivins Reservoir is a good example of what the Toquerville Reservoir should look like.  Toquerville would like to duplicate this concept and will approach the Washington County Water Conservancy District about it. There was a meeting with David Robertson from LYRB regarding the financial sustainability plan study. They are 2-3 months from completing the study.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ty Bringhurst did not have anything to report. 

Chuck Williams reported that several neighborhoods will be having trunk or treats. The Christmas lights need to be put up at the Town Hall and volunteers will be contacted to participate. 

Mayor Chamberlain reported that the owner of the vicious dog has been contacted and the pound will not take it because it has bitten someone. The owner was very apologetic and will take care of the dog. The fence slats along the walking path will still be installed for privacy, even if the vicious dog is gone. 

G. ADJOURN:
Councilman Keen Ellsworth moved to adjourn the regular work meeting. Councilman Ty Bringhurst seconded the motion. Motion unanimously carried, 4-0. Keen Ellsworth – aye, Ty Bringhurst – aye, Justin Sip – aye, Chuck Williams – aye.

Mayor Chamberlain adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m.




___________________________________________		_______________________
Mayor – Lynn Chamberlain						Date


___________________________________________
Attest:  City Recorder – Ruth Evans
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