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BOARD MEETING
DIXIE SUN MANOR 975 N. 1725 W. # 101
Tuesday October 13, 2020

PRESENT:  Mike Barben, Greg Whitehead, Tom Cover, Gloria Shakespeare, Jimmie Hughes, Kenny Miller, Jane Fehrenbacker

EXCUSED:  Dorothy Norton

MINUTES:  Minutes of Board Meeting held August 11, 2020 were reviewed.  Motion made by Tom Cover to approve minutes as reviewed, motion seconded by Gloria Shakespeare.  Motion carried.

Present Dorothy Norton with PLAQUE for her service on SGHA board:  Mike Barben reported that Dorothy Norton would not be attending the board meeting today.  He showed the board a plaque to be presented to Dorothy by a fellow board member and good friend Gloria Shakespeare.  Mike acknowledged that Dorothy has served on the board for over 11 years and has been a great asset to the SGHA.  Dorothy will be missed greatly and the board wished Dorothy all the best in her future endeavors.

Discussion of new boar member referrals:  Mike Barben opened up a discussion of possible names that would be a good replacement for Dorothy’s seat on the SGHA board.  The board mentioned that the next board member appointed should possibly be a contractor / builder.  Mike Barben said he had a few connections through his brother who operates a local truss plant.  Jimmie Hughes said he had a few contacts as well and would check around.  Mike suggested that we think it over for the next month and bring any names to our next board meeting.

Change in admin plan regarding waiting list purge:  Mike Barben reported that during the last SGHA purge on the waiting list a concern came up.  Mike reported that an applicant who had been on the waiting list for the past 3 years did not receive her purge letter in the mail.  Mike reported that the purge letter was returned to the SGHGA office with a “No such address exists.”  However, as Mike looked further, he noticed that the applicant had received mail for the past three years with the same address.  The address matched what was on the applicant’s application and matched every purge letter from three years ago.  Mike thought it was ethically wrong to take this person off the waiting list because she never received the purge letter and never had the opportunity to fill it out and return it.  Mike suggested to the board that and addendum be put in the admin plan for situations like this.  Mike presented the new paragraph addressing this situation and asked for approval from the board to new wording regarding the purge.  Jimmie Hughes made a motion to approve the new wording and Kenny Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Please see board documents for the new admin wording.

Review Housing Assistance Report for September / October 2020:  Mike Barben handed out the HAP reports for September and October 2020.  Board members were able to see the money spent for the months on rental assistance, see the average unit cost, and verify the units leased for the month.  The board was also able to ask questions and have a discussion about portability, C of C and VASH.  Each board member present signed off on the HAP payments and month end totals.   

Review current 2020-2021 budget:  Mike Barben handed the board a copy of the fiscal year 2020-2021 SGHA budget.  The board was able to see how the SGHA is doing in the current fiscal year budget.  Mike reported that for the most part, SGHA was right on budget, and let the board ask questions on any of the items on the report.  The board has asked Mike to provide and present the most recent budget accounts at each board meeting.  By providing the current budget monthly, the board can see how the SGHA is keeping up with the current budget throughout the whole year.  The board thought it would be great to ask questions and be on top of what the SGHA is doing financially.  Mike agreed to do this.  

Jane Fehrenbacker report on DSM:  Jane Fehrenbacker reported that Dixie Sun Manor has one resident in hospital and not doing very well.  She also reported that a new tenant will be moving into unit 704 this week.  Jane mentioned that with even with Covid19 the community has been able to do pot lucks and deliver food to those in quarantine.  She said we just do the best we can and help wherever possible.  Jane also reported that we have had to DSM tenants contract the corona virus.


Report from Jimmie Hughes on Covid19 & River Walk apartments:  Councilman Jimmie Hughes reported that River Walk apartments will be opening its doors in November.  Jimmie also reported that a ribbon cutting ceremony and open house will happen on October 29, 2020.  Jimmie said he needed to leave early and left around 9:00 am.

Report on 40 mainstream vouchers possibly available:  Mike Barben reported that he recently applied for 40 mainstream vouchers.  Mike said housing authority across the nation can apply all the way up to December 31, 2020.  The mainstream vouchers are specifically for non-elderly and disabled individuals.  Tenants must be younger than 62 and older than 18 and must be disabled.  Mike said SGHA would have no problem leasing this type of clientele in St. George.  Mike mentioned that he felt SGHA had a pretty good chance of getting these vouchers.  Mike said he would keep the board updated on the status of the vouchers as well.

CARES ACT money report:  Mike Barben reported that he contacted SGHA financial analyst Ronald Snyder this past week.  Mike received some valuable information regarding the CARES ACT funding awarded to SGHA.  Mike learned that CARES funding could be used for items such as housing authority vehicle upgrade, operation funding, employee hazard pays, and anything Covid related.  Mike reported to the board that the SGHA has never shut down due to Covid 19.  His employees have gone the extra mile to help tenants who lost jobs and income due to the virus.  Mike mentioned that he and his employees have continued to meet with clients for recertifications and interim changes.  They have worked with clients who were quarantined and went above and beyond to get paperwork and third-party documents to finish clients annual recertifications.  Mike said his employees have gone into Section 8 client’s homes to do inspections and re-inspections.  Mike reported that masks, social distancing, and non-contact with clients was strictly followed.  Mike suggested that hazard pay be awarded to he and his staff.  Mike suggested that $1 an hour hazard pay be awarded SGHA employees from March 31, 2020 through December 31, 2021.  The board thought this was more than fair.  Tom Cover made a motion for $1 an hour hazard pay increase.  Kenny Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The board also approved of the SGHA to upgrade its 2001 Pontiac Sunfire which has had multiple repairs in the past 6 months.  The board was pleased with these suggestions and supported Mike and his employees 100%.
 
Motion made by Tom Cover to close the meeting.  Gloria Shakespeare seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m.


Next board meeting will be held November 10, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. at the St. George Housing Authority office.  



_____________________________________________________________________________________                          Board of Commissioners                                                                                                                                                Executive Director                                                                                          
       Dorothy Norton, Chairman                                                                                                                                                     Mike Barben
       Gloria Shakespeare                                                                     
       Jimmie Hughes
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       Connie Jones


image1.jpeg
ST. GEORGE
HOUSING AUTHORITY Dixie Sun Manor

975 North 1725 West #101 ¢ St. George, Utah * (435) 628-3648 * FAX (435) 986-0960




image2.png




