M I N U T E S (Unapproved Draft)
UTAH CONSERVATION COMMISSION (UCC) MEETING
Regular Meeting, June 19, 2013
Location, Blanding, UT
ATTENDANCE:
Leonard M. Blackham, Commissioner, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF), Standing UCC Chair 
Appointed Conservation District (CD) Supervisor UCC Voting Members:

Doug Bateman, Zone 2 
Alan Brown, Zone 3 

Don Probert, Zone 4

Allen Henrie, Zone 5

Ed Bench, Zone 6

Bob Barry, Zone 7

Standing Ex-Officio UCC Voting Members:

Wendell Stembridge, President, Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Robert Newhall, acting for V. Phillip Rasmussen, UT State University Extension (USU) 
Lou Brown, acting for Kevin Carter, Director, Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 

Carl Adams, acting for Walt Baker, Director, Water Quality Division, Utah Department of Environmental Quality
Lowell Braxton, Vice Chair, State Grazing Advisory Board

Commission Members Absent:

S. Bruce Karren, Zone 1 via conference call 
Mike Styler, Director, Department of Natural Resources

Jerry Caldwell, Utah Weed Supervisor Association President

Jay Tanner, Chair, State Grazing Advisory Board 

Alternate UCC Members (Non-voting):

Nile Carlson, Zone 2

Stuart Bowler, Zone 5

Jon C Wilde, Zone 6

Joe Begay, Zone 7

Conservation Partners Representatives:

Gordon Younker, Executive Vice President, UT Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Conservation Partners Representatives: con’t

Daniel Gunnell, Zone 3 Coordinator, UACD

David Pace, Zone 4 Coordinator, UACD

Tracy Balch, Zone 4 Assistant Coordinator, UACD

Tyce Palmer, Zone 5 Coordinator, UACD 
Darrell Gillman, Zone 6 Coordinator, UACD 
Roger Barton, Zone 7 Coordinator, UACD

Loralie Cox, Education Coordinator, UACD

David Brown, State Conservationist, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)

Department of Agriculture and Food:

Kyle Stephens, Deputy Commissioner

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Executive Director
Sherie Edginton, Executive Secretary, UCC & Marketing 

Jay Olsen, Environmental Stewardship Specialist

Richard Sandberg, Loan Administrator, Agricultural Loan Section

Roberta Valdez, Loan Specialist, Agricultural Loans Section

Karen Rhynsburger, Loan Specialist, Agricultural Loans Section
Rob Hougaard, Director, Plant Ind.

Troy Forrest, State Coordinator, Grazing Improvement Program
Guests:
Jim Bowcutt, DEQ/DWQ

Don Andrews, NRCS

Judy Stuart, Rich County CD

Lawrence D. Withers, Salt Lake CD

Darrell Johnson, Shambip CD

Kim Evans, Alpine CD

Loyd Jessop, Dixie CD

Terry Brotherson, Duchesne County CD

Keith Ivins, San Juan CD

Rigby Wright, San Juan CD

Nathan Daugs, UACD

Mistie Christiansen, UACD

Phil Lyman, San Juan County Commission
Teryl Roper, USU 
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION ACTION

1. Approval of February 14, 2013 Meeting Minutes
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2. Recommendations for Commission Member Appointments
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3. Approval of FY2014 Weed Grants





Page 3
UCC MEETING - CALL TO ORDER 

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food Commissioner, Leonard Blackham, Utah Conservation Commission (UCC) Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:05 AM.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Blackham indicated that the March 18, 2013 meeting minutes draft were distributed electronically, and to some by hard copy with this meeting notice.  He asked for action on these minutes.  The motion was made by Mr. Doug Bateman to approve the March 18, 2013 UCC meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. Allen Henrie.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

UTAH CONSERVATION COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
Commissioner Blackham reported the Governor has request three nominees for each zone that has Commission members whose terms have expired.  The names are listed in the prioritization of the recommendations for the appointment of the Commission members.  A motion was made to approve the recommendations for Commission members to the Governor’s office by Mr. Bob Barry, seconded by Mr. Lowell Braxton.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

GRAINSEED AND OILSEED CHECKOFF FOLLOW-UP
Mr. Teryl Roper, USU Director of the Plant, Soils and Climate Department, reported an exploratory committee has met to decide if there should be a grain seed and oilseed check off.  Language was drafted to form a check off commission.  It will be a 5 member commission, made up of producers around the state.  The commission will set the assessments on products.  There will also be an opt out condition for producers.  Ballots will be sent out to form the commission, the commission members will be appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture.  The check off will be collected at point of sell.  
CATASTROPHIC FIRES REPORT
Commissioner Blackham reported a state central committee has been formed to address the issue of catastrophic fire around the state.  This committee formed six regional committees that address and rank major fire threats county by county.  A master list of projects will then be created from the regional lists.  A technical committee has also been formed, which is chaired by the State Forester.  A fire expert from Montana gave a presentation to the technical committee that shows the way forests are managed has changed, which in turn changes the fuel load that feeds fires.  If fuel loads are not decreased, catastrophic fires will continue to be a problem.  Lack of water is also an issue attached to fires, as well as rangeland health.  It cost the state $50 million to fight fires last year.  That $50 million could go a long way to prevent catastrophic fires.  The state needs to support bringing back the timber industry, to help thin trees.  Idaho is now certifying farmers and ranchers as first response firefighters, so they can use their equipment to help keep the fire small.  County fire fighters need to be allowed to fight the fires before the federal firefighters arrive.  It is against the law to fight a fire unless you are a federal firefighter.  Sometimes federal firefighters are hours away.  Catastrophic fires should be added as a resource concern in all the county resource assessments.  The Commission recognizes that local firefighters and producers need to be allowed to be first responders to fires in their area.
2012 ANNUAL NPS REPORT
Mr. Jim Bowcutt, Environmental Scientist, Division of Water Quality, reported on Fiscal Year 2012 NPS projects that DEQ helped fund.  The majority of FY12 funding went towards projects in the Weber River Watershed.  FY2013 funding will go to projects in the Uintah Basin, and FY2014 funding will go to projects on the Jordan River and Utah Lake.  20% of the total funding goes toward technical assistance.  DEQ has created a volunteer monitoring program for collecting data on projects.  The will most likely be the last year that the Watershed Coordinating Council will be funded by 319.  Currently there are five grants that DWQ manage.  The Water Quality Board allocates approximately $1 million per year for NPS projects.  In FY2014 these funds will be used more for on the ground projects.  
UTAH ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP CERTIFICATION
Commissioner Blackham reported the name of the Utah Environmental Stewardship Certifications has been changed to the Agriculture Certificate of Environmental Stewardship (ACES).  He handed out a booklet of the latest versions of each sector workbook.  He asked the Commission what producers want to receive when they become certified.  Producers want backing from the state in case of law suits from environmental groups, and credibility from state and federal agencies, that they have completed the certification process. A sign will be offered to producers to place on their property, when they have been certified in all sectors that pertain to their operation.  If producers are certified, it will show that they are good stewards of the land, and educate the public on the importance of farmers.  Producers that are certified should be recognized by the media as good stewards.  The Commissioner requested a Commission member attend the Legislative Interim Committee meeting in July, to discuss protection by the state that could be given to producer, if they are sued.  Nile Carlson was appointed to attend the meeting.
WEED GRANT APPLICATIONS AND FUNDING
Mr. Rob Hougaard, Director, Plant Industries, reported the legislature gave Plant Industries for weed projects to reduce fuels for catastrophic fires.  An advisory committee was formed to rank weed grant applications for funding.  $799,587 was allocated for on-going multiyear projects.  New grant projects were funded for $289,472.71.  Projects that were less than $60,000 were funded this year for a total of $210,872.  There was $500,000 reserved for cheat grass projects.  There was no cheat grass projects submitted at the time of the meeting.  The Commission was asked if there were any cheat grass project that haven’t been submitted, please let Plant Industry know, so they could be ranked and funded.  A motion to approve the weed grant funding was made by Mr. Doug Bateman, seconded by Mr. Bob Barry.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
Mr. Hougaard reported a letter was sent by the legislative appropriation committee, to UDOT, asking why they have not been controlling weeds on the right of ways.  The director of UDOT said he doesn’t have the personal to spray for weeds, but UDOT is willing to contract with commercial spray operations. 
SAGE GROUSE
Mr. David Brown, State Conservationist, NRCS, reported Pinion Juniper is the biggest threat to sage grouse distribution.  It is taking over areas were prime historic sage grouse habitat is.  Pinion Juniper and cheat grass are fire fuels which causes catastrophic fire, which is a huge threat to sage grouse.  Pinion Juniper out competes sage brush which the grouse need.  Because of the potential endangered species listing of sage grouse, NRCS is trying to get as many habitat projects of the ground.  
REGIONAL COORDINATING COUNCILS

Mr. Roger Barton, Zone 7 Coordinator, UACD, reported a contract requirement between UACD and UDAF is for each Zone to hold Regional Coordinating Councils.  These meetings are to bring different agencies together to help with projects and other resource concerns.  Mr. Barton reported on the success of the councils in Zone 7. 
AGRICULTRE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT LOAN (ARDL) UPDATE
Mr. Dick Sandberg, ARDL Loan Administrator, reported on the ARDL program status as of May 31, 2013. 
	ARDL Bank Account
	$412,088

	Investment Account
	$8,167,222

	Cash Total
	$8,579,310

	Undisbursed Loans
	$798,174

	Loan Applications in Process
	$1,644,225

	Zone Allocations
	$5,450,213

	Applications & Zone Funds Total
	$7,094,438

	Net Cash Position
	$686,698

	Legislative Appropriation
	$21,571,530

	Principal Balance of Loans
	$20,180,065

	Undisbursed Funds
	$798,174

	Total
	$20,978,239

	Contracted Loans
	521

	Active Applications
	26

	Average Contracted Loan Size
	$40,265

	Loans 30 Days Past Due
	7

	Principal Repayments Year to Date
	$3,906,048

	Interest Payments
	$639,945

	Penalty Payments
	$8,064

	Total
	$4,554,057

	Loans Paid Off
	80

	New Loans
	32

	Average New Loan Size
	$65,175

	TA Fees Paid to UACD Year to Date
	$80,216


Mr. Sandberg reported the number of ARDL loan book has decreased over the past year.  He asked the Commission what would help increase loan production.  Bank interest rates are lower than the 3% rated ARDL charges, so it is difficult to compete with the banks right now.  The Commission discussed decreasing the interest rate to 2.5% for a year, then review after that time to see if the number of loans had increased.  If the Commission wishes to expand what can be covered under an ARDL loan, it would take a law change.  The Commission will form a technical committee to come up with ideas to expand the ARDL loan program.
CONSERVATION COMMISSION BUSINESS

Mr. Thayne Mickelson, UCC Executive Director, handed out a report showing the status of SERA funds to date.
Mr. Mickelson reminded the Commission of the important date items need to be completed for the CD election process.  He asked the Commission to remember the resource concerns in their areas, and nominate people that might be able to help with those concerns.
There was a question concerning the Graham Quate award.  Could a cash award be given to the recipient of the award?  It is illegal for the state to give cash awards with the award, but maybe other agencies or entities could donate to the award.

The Conservation Field Day for 2014 will be held in Zone 5.  

CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS

1.
Utah Conservation Field Day:  June 20, San Juan County

2.
UCC Meeting (joint water quality meeting?):  Sept 10, Wallsburg
3.
Wallsburg Watershed Project Tour: Sept 10, Wallsburg
4.
UCC Meeting:  Nov 6, St George

5.
UACD Convention:  Nov 7-8, St George
6.  
Close of CD Elections:  Tuesday, November 5,  
ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned 12:05 P.M. 
Sherie Edginton, Conservation Program Secretary

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrative Officer   
Utah Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes

June 19, 2013, Blanding, UT.
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