CITY OF OREM

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

July 1, 2013
5:00 P.M.  SPECIAL SESSION

CONDUCTING
Mayor James T. Evans
ELECTED OFFICIALS
Councilmembers Margaret Black, Karen A. McCandless, Mark Seastrand, Mary Street, and Brent Sumner
APPOINTED STAFF
Jamie Davidson, City Manager; Greg Stephens, City Attorney; Scott Gurney, Interim Public Safety Director; Bret Larsen, Fire Marshal, and Rachelle Conner, Deputy City Recorder
ABSENT
Councilmember Hans Andersen 


INVOCATION / 

INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT
Brent Sumner
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Karen McCandless

MOTION – Approving Fireworks Restrictions on the Most Dangerous Locations in the City of Orem

Bret Larsen, City of Orem Fire Marshal, presented a staff recommendation that the City Council, by resolution, approve fireworks restrictions for the most potentially dangerous locations in the City of Orem.

The City of Orem has a long history of not prohibiting the use of fireworks, but with the recent approval of aerial shells and the very hot weather forecast for the week of July 4th, the Fire Marshal is asking to prohibit them from a small portion of the city.  The State Legislature changed the law this year, so the legislative body must now approve the restrictions.

Mrs. McCandless asked whether these restrictions are only through July.  Mr. Larsen explained yes, because the firework season ends on July 27th.  
Mrs. Street asked how these restrictions line up with Provo, since Orem and Provo share many boundaries.  Mr. Larsen noted Provo has limited fireworks for the areas east of University Avenue for the past ten years.  He has not seen their map this year, but they would have to follow the same procedures Orem is doing.  Lindon will be doing restrictions as well.

Mayor Evans stated he lives in a restricted area, and his neighbors have been concerned with the dangers.  They were very appreciative of the firefighters bringing the flyers door-to-door last year.  It was a great public relations thing.

Scott Gurney, Interim Public Safety Director, stated they can do the same thing this year to make the residents aware of what is going on.  The firefighters love interacting with the residents, and this is another opportunity to do that.  

Mrs. Black questioned whether the restricted areas are the same as last year.  Mr. Larsen advised they are, and they did not receive any complaints last year.  They will have door hangers and place signs in the area.
Mrs. McCandless moved, by resolution, to approve fireworks restrictions for the most potentially dangerous locations in the City of Orem.  Mrs. Black seconded the motion.  Those voting aye: Margaret Black, Jim Evans, Karen A. McCandless, Mark Seastrand, Mary Street, and Brent Sumner. The motion passed unanimously.
CITY COUNCIL NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Street

Mrs. Street indicated she represented Orem and the UTOPIA Board at a recent US Ignite conference she attended in Chicago.  There were about 300 attendees at this conference, and it was sponsored by the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) of the White House.   UTOPIA is one of the very first municipal broadband organizations that was contacted by OSTP about three years ago to help promote the national broadband initiative.  Mrs. Street said she came away from the conference feeling a renewed vigor and hope for municipal broadband initiatives because she saw what communities far smaller than Orem were doing.  She also realized that in faraway lands, there are people that actually admire what the UTOPIA cities are trying to accomplish.  
Mrs. Street stated Chicago brings together libraries, technology, and citizens to help promote education.  The initiative they have there is a software lending library, and it requires broadband to be able to do this.  The library maintains licenses for expensive software applications that not all families can afford to buy.  They make those available for anyone to check out if they have access the public library.  Every school student in Chicago is given a library card.  The idea is that these people do not need a powerful computer at home to be able to run the advanced software packages.  They establish a remote desktop on the libraries computers, and it requires broadband high speed Internet connectivity to be able to do it.  Chicago also has instituted a 311 service where residents can interactively communicate with the City.  They are using it as a way for the residents to better communicate with government and to help government be better able to respond to the residents.  The 311 system allows the residents to have statistics and  information about what is going on in their neighborhoods and report problems in the neighborhoods.  They are also instituting open access to all of the government records.  They are making everything that can be GRAMA requested available through the broadband connectivity.  Those are just some examples of what is happening, and she would like to explore this further at a future point.  She wanted to let the Council know this was a great conference.  UTOPIA is well respected in other parts of the country, and there are people that came up to her and asked whether the residents understand the value of what the City has with this system. Nowhere else in the country is there such a large initiative going, and the UTOPIA cities should be grateful and proud. 
Mayor Evans said that will be a great work session discussion and asked Mrs. Street to keep the Council updated on UTOPIA’s progress.  

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING

Mr. Seastrand moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Black seconded the motion.  Those voting aye: Margaret Black, Jim Evans, Karen A. McCandless, Mark Seastrand, Mary Street, and Brent Sumner. The motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Evans thanked everyone for reading their emails and realizing there was a special meeting tonight.

The meeting adjourned at 5:13 p.m.

Donna R. Weaver, City Recorder
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