


Meadow Town Council Meeting
September 15, 2020
Meadow Fire Station
7:15 p.m.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Those in Attendance:
Mayor: Lynette Madsen
Council Members:  Dustan Starley, Channing Stott
Clerk:  Lynette Bond
Treasurer:  
Absent: Monica, Tyson, CJ
Others Attending:  Lynn Bond, Tony Cowley, Mark Cowley, Lloyd Robison

Attending by teleconference:  

This meeting was held at the Meadow Fire Station, but because of COVID concerns, was offered as teleconference as well.   
Because of the public hearing that was held beforehand, the pledge and prayer were previously performed.
-Minutes of the August meeting were reviewed by the Council.  Channing moved to approve the minutes. Dustan seconded and the motion carried. 

Accounting Report:  
-The Clerk went over the August claims with the board. See attached listings. Dustan moved to pay the bills. Channing seconded and the motion carried.  
In explanation of the bill paid to Wayne Jackson, the Mayor said that one flag disappeared and more extra supplies were ordered to upkeep the flags on Main Street.
-Channing motioned to move the excess $3,000.00 from the General Fund to the Capital Fund and to donate the CARES Act funding of $9,582.00 to the Millard School District. Dustan seconded and the motion carried.  
-Because of the restructure of Frontier Communications through bankruptcy, they are asking that the portion of their April billing from April 15-30th be waived.  This amount come to $60.15.  The Town can take measures to recoup this amount by filing along with a long list of other debtors which would be a long process.  Dustan moved to write this amount off from their account.  Channing seconded and all voted affirmative.   

Departments:

Water: 
-Lynn reported that we are low on water and almost totally relying on the well.   Citizens are asking him when he was going to quit reading the water meters so they could water more abundantly.  He wondered if he should still read the meters until the current drought situation changes.  The council said yes, they feel that he should, as this will help hold down the usage.   
Mayor Madsen asked if we are in an emergency water situation.  Lynn said yes.   He is only able to run one sprinkler at the cemetery.  Channing said that as he has spoken to the high water users they respond with, “What does it matter, we pay for it”.     
Dustan said that the problem is that when we hit the emergency state, we are past the time to prepare for an emergency.  He mentioned that maybe we need an additional rate for the summer.  The Mayor thought that was a good idea.  
Tony said that people don’t realize that the out of town hook ups are privileges not rights.   Channing said that people from other areas are shocked that we have a 60 thousand allotment.  Lynn reminded them that people need to know if the well goes out we’re in trouble.  
Discussion followed about options.  Some of the thoughts were: higher rates for out of town connections, summer rates, or emergency rates.   Emergency rates have been set in a previous resolution, but an emergency would have to be declared to impose them.
Lloyd said that it costs approximately $1,800.00 a month to run the power for the well, then there are the other costs above that.   Concern was expressed about how deep the well is pulling from now.  Other wells in the area are pulling air.  If this happens we are totally dry as the springs are only providing enough for one sprinkler.   
Mark suggested to impose a summertime rate every year when the well starts.
Mayor Madsen asked if there is any work that could be done on the springs that could help the spring flow.  Lynn said that we could, but is a very sensitive issue as digging around them can ruin the spring flow as well.
Next month we will make a plan.  Mayor Madsen asked the Clerk to put a continuation of this discussion on the October Agenda. 
-Lynn reported that the well on 400 East was sampled and tested fine on all requirements.   This may be a blessing if the other well becomes unable to use.
  
-Mayor Madsen said, just as a matter of interest, anybody that builds west of Hinckley, gets free water.  This area is really a hot spot right now.  Tony said that the water in this area is salty and not good.  The Mayor said that it doesn’t seem to be stopping people from buying there.   
-Channing said that he’s hearing that anything that is a secondary water right is in danger of getting eliminated.   Discussion followed about the year that the rights were filed could be a deciding factor if it comes to that. 

Electric:  
-Dustan said that he thinks that Flowell Electric is done with the well at Harold Beckstrand’s farm.   
-Lynn asked why Flowell Electric uses aluminum wires instead of copper.  Dustan said that at his house they replaced the copper with aluminum.  Lloyd explained that it is for them to use.  He also explained reasons that copper is better, although it is more expensive.  Aluminum vibrates as the power goes through and the vibration ruins the line, causing more fire danger.   
Dustan agrees with others that Flowell Electric could be taking advantage of us because they are the only game in town.  Somehow we need to find a solution. 
-The poles that Flowell Electric pulled out are by the firehouse.   The ones that weren’t good were disposed of.  The Council decided that they will accept bids for the poles and the sander that is still out at the State Road building and open bids at the next meeting.   The Clerk will put notice of this on the billings.   

Roads: 
-Tyson had the Mayor report that the road project is finished and he feels they did a good job.  Lynn mentioned that they left some piles in areas that he will not be able to mow over with the street mower. 

Park and Cemetery:
-There was no Park or Cemetery business this meeting.   

Fire: 
-There was no fire business this meeting.

Planning and Zoning: 
-Mayor Madsen said that she has purchased plat maps of the town and we need a book to keep them in.   The Clerk will order one. 

Building Permits:  
-Van Stott is planning on putting up a building behind his house and got a building permit packet from the Mayor.  

Other Business: 
-Lynn said that he has learned that the State Road Department is putting a pond in their yard that will be close to our building and the sander will be in the way.  See earlier comment about putting the sander up for sealed bids.
-The Mayor mentioned that the trees on the west side of the shed at the State Road are dead.   Lynn will see about getting them removed.
-Spencer is working on getting a fence installed around the tower at the water tank.  He is ready to start supplying internet to the Town and the Fire Department. 

Adjournment:  Channing moved to adjourn.  Dustan seconded and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.
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