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KANARRAVILLE TOWN CORPORATION
Kanarraville Town Board Work Meeting

September 24, 2020

Kanarraville Town Hall

40 S. Main St.

7:00 p.m.

GUESTS PRESENT: David Maxwell, Shawn Miner, Garret Sudweeks, Jim Mercer, David Ence, Heidi Loveland

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Betty Gould calls the meeting to order.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Jim Mercer leads the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL:


Councilor Stoney Shugart
Absent

Councilor Randy Williams
Here


Councilor John Batty

Here


Councilor Mike Humes

Here

Mayor Betty Gould

Here

4. DISCLOSURES AND DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST: None


DISCUSSION ITEMS

5. SIDE BY SIDE – TOWN MAINTENANCE VEHICLE: Councilor Humes sent a text regarding a Polaris Ranger – North Star. It has a fully enclosed cab, can seat 3 people, has a towing capacity of 2,500 pounds, has air conditioning and heating, and the bed can hold 1,000 pounds. The quoted price of $25,304 will include a snowplow attachment and is all-terrain (4-wheel drive) so we can go up and down the canyon with it. This price comes from the Cedar City SSS shop. Councilor Williams and Mayor Gould comment that it’s a really good price especially since it includes a snowplow. Councilor Humes said that we have also received a quote from John Deere as well. That quote came in at $26,039 and it doesn’t have the same towing capacity, however it is fully enclosed and does have heating and air conditioning. The underground clearance isn’t as high. These quotes are the State Contract pricing, so this is low as we can go. Mayor Gould asked the Board if they would like any more bids before making a decision. Councilor Humes reports he has asked for additional bids from Polaris dealerships in Duck Creek and St George but by comparison SSS has the lowest bid out of the three. Councilor Williams said they would also be the easiest for service and maintenance as well. Mayor Gould asks if we need any more information to move forward. Councilor Batty said he has also spoken with Brad of Stotz Equipment and he will work up a deal as well. Councilor Humes suggested that they wait to hear back from Brad, hopefully before their next meeting so a decision can be made and voted on.
6. INCREASE IN PAYMENT FOR THE FULL-TIME WATER METER READER: Mayor Gould opened this topic by asking the board if they would like to increase the pay for this position. Councilor Humes stated that right now Jessica works about 10-12 hours per day and makes about $200 per read. David Ence reported that is for a summer read, and now we are in uncharted territory with a winter read. We have no idea what we are going to get and are hopeful that we will get some reads so that Patty doesn’t have these problems with accounting. Since this will be more difficult, we were thinking of giving her $100 more and see how it goes. If this doesn’t work, then the contract can be terminated by either party and we can advertise for more applicants. Ence suggested that the Board make a decision on pay then we can talk to her for a decision. Councilor Humes said that we are already paying her about $20 per hour and now will be including the use of a side by side that’s heated, etc. He feels that the pay is currently adequate. Councilor Batty agrees and if Jessica is having any trouble during the winter finding meters, the maintenance guys would be able to assist her. Heidi Loveland asked Councilor Batty what he was planning on marking the water meters with. Councilor Batty responded wooden stakes with some ribbon on the end. David Ence said that the new Town Accountant might be able to help us get a grant for radio reads as early as next year. Mayor Gould and the Town Board agree that there is to be no increase in pay for the full-time meter reader. David Ence said that we will speak with Jessica to see where she’s at, and if not, it will be reposted.
7. UPDATE ON TOWN ACCOUNTANT. Mayor Gould said that Stacie declined the offer for Town Accountant. Joe Williams is a CPA and was contacted to see if he would be interested in applying for the position. Heidi Loveland will contact him for his credentials and more information. He will be coming up to Kanarraville in 2 weeks to apply for the position. David Ence stated that he has experience with grants and bonds as the auditor of Las Vegas.

8. KANARRA FALLS RELATED ISSUES. Councilor Batty reported on the loose ladder rungs at the lower Falls. He didn’t make it up there yet to make repairs. He did go up and look at the loose rungs and will tighten those up soon. Heidi Loveland asked if the bolts were good. Councilor Batty stated that they were, but needed to be tightened. Councilor Batty also went over the rebars that were sticking up and covered them up. And regarding the pipe that was coming out of the trail, he put some big rocks around it because he couldn’t get it out. Mayor Gould asked how we discovered that the ladder rungs were loose. Heidi Loveland reported that she recently hiked it and discovered the loose rungs. Mayor Gould suggested that the Board hike the trail more often.
Heidi Loveland said she is preparing a memo which will contain some ideas on how interns from SUU’s Outdoor Recreation Department might be used.

Jim Mercer brings up the Kanarra Falls Coalition. Dana and Dean started the coalition to go up the canyon to take care of the trail, pick up trash, take water samples, etc. and Mercier said the website is active and has been maintaining the website on his own. Mercer said he has approached the Board before about paying for the website, and it was turned down. He asks the Board if it would be possible to get compensated for that as it’s time consuming to maintain, takes up room on his server, and has to maintain the domain name. Mayor Gould asked if it’s actively being used. Mercer responded that it’s active and up since it was started a couple of years ago. Councilor Batty said he thought that the website was done away with. Mercier responded that he decided to keep it up on a volunteer basis. David Ence said that public entities should not fund private concerns. Mayor Gould asked if the Kanarra Falls website is linked to the Kanarra Falls Coalition. Mercier responded that it is linked and there for information purposes. Mercer stated that right now there is no coalition group, that it is currently dissolved, but could be reactivated to help with maintaining the Falls.
Heidi Loveland stated that it would be nice to have some sort of official eyes on the trail to report back on things that need to be maintained or upkeep on the trail. Mercer stated that there are plenty of people willing to help with maintaining the trail, there is just no leader for it right now. Heidi Loveland mentioned that the having a coalition going up the trail regularly would also increase the number of people on the trail. Mercer said that the coalition could wear vests so that hikers knew they were an organized group up there to help maintain the trail. Mayor Gould said that she thinks a wonderful idea but would take some thought and planning to put it into action. Mercer suggests that the Board look at the coalition website to see how it fits into their vision of the Falls hike.
Heidi Loveland asked Jim Mercer if he knows anything about the Falls Facebook page as there’s been reports of unsavory political content posted on there. Mercer responded that we have nothing to do with that. Mercer said that he responded to some of the comments on that page.

David Ence mentioned that some other things were noticed recently when Heidi Loveland hiked the trail. The BLM considers the hike to be a primitive trail and is not marked. But it is easy to get lost up there and could potentially use some signage in a few places. Heidi Loveland said it would only be in two or three places where it really branches off and people are creating main trails where there are none.

David Ence told Jim Mercer that we also need to make a few changes to the front and back of the Kanarra Falls map that is handed out at the kiosk. The end of the hike is not the base of the second falls, and that needs to be marked on the brochure. Mercer stated that he was just using a standard map, but that he might be able to Photoshop those changes in. Heidi Loveland told Mercer that one of the kiosk operators, Alison, submitted a map she had been working on her own. Mercer said to send him that map and changes and he would see what he could do.

Councilor Humes brought up his concerns about maintaining, taking down ladders and liability on the trail. He suggested that we call our town lawyer for more information. David Ence encourages the Town Board to contact Will Leigh, the Town Attorney, any time to discuss these matters with him.
David Ence reported that the new toilets up at the Falls are almost done. When those are finished, we will be able to get rid of the 6 portable toilets that are up there now. Ence said we hope to be putting the Sitla lease agreement into our name soon. Ence stated that as soon as the portable toilets up at the Falls have been picked up, we will be contacting Bunker Toilets for a new quote.

Councilor Williams asked if we would be creating a position to take care of those new toilets. David Ence responded that Matt Christensen our kiosk operator has offered to put in time there. We can create a new position if needed. Councilors Batty and Humes said they are fine with Matt taking care of them. Heidi Loveland stated that Matt wouldn’t be able to take care of them 7 days a week, so we would need to get someone else, hopefully one of the other kiosk operators.
9. SUU PRESENTATION AND UTILITY MAPPING: Councilor Humes introduced David Maxwell from the SUU GIS Program. He is part of a program at SUU that can benefit the town through mapping out town utilities and use drone aviation to do some surveys from the air. This program gives students the opportunity to gain some real-world experience. Maxwell had a Power Point presentation where he discussed some of the ways Kanarraville could benefit. Some of the ways Maxwell said Kanarraville could benefit were at the cemetery, at the Kanarra Falls, and in town, especially where utilities are concerned. The items were briefly discussed by the Board. Ence and Loveland were told to get it on the agenda for October.

10. ADJOURN: Councilor Shugart moves to adjourn, Councilor Humes seconds the motion, all in favor.

The meeting adjourns at 7:00 p.m.

Submitted by:

Heidi Loveland/Town Clerk Kanarraville

Town Board 9/24/20


