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Minutes

Planning Commission Work Session 
August 5, 2020
1.   Opening ceremonies:

Planning Commission Chairman, Alan Paystrup, called the meeting to order at 7:48 PM.  A Quorum was present.

Those in attendance:

Commissioners Alan Paystrup, Barbara Anderson, and Chris Chipping

Deputy Town Clerk – Heather Poulsen, Planning Commission Secretary

Commissioner Heath Butler and Town Council Member Jesse Richmond were absent.

2.    Discussion Items:
Multifamily dwelling units

Secretary Heather Poulsen was asked last month to look into how many dwellings we have in town and what the health department requires for septic tanks on multifamily dwellings. Heather reported that about 400 utility bills go out every month. She also reported what she found out from the health department.  According to state code Multiple dwelling units under individual ownership, except condominiums, may not be served by a single onsite wastewater system except where that system is under the sponsorship of a body politic. Plans and specifications for such systems shall be submitted to and approved by the division. Issuance of a construction permit by the board shall constitute approval of plans and authorization for construction. Before the permit is issued, the division shall review plans with the local health department having jurisdiction over the proposed onsite wastewater system. So, if the units are going to be sold individually there needs to be a septic system for every unit.  Unless the city wants to own the buildings there needs to be a single system for every unit. Half acre lots would most likely be big enough for a duplex.  Anything bigger and it might get a little tight for all the systems. She also explained that the county health department explained to her that these were the state guidelines.  As a town we can set our guidelines at what we want as long as we are at least meeting the minimum requirements by the state. 
Alan pointed out that the problem with renting a duplex that has only one septic system is if you then try to sell the units in the future there is a problem.  He liked the idea of each unit having its own septic system and Chris Chipping agreed.  Alan verified that we can make the lot requirements bigger than the health departments suggested half acre.  There was discussion about how homes that are on a quarter acre have a hard time getting their septic system to fit all on their property.  Chris Chipping suggested that the Planning Commission make an ordinance that allows multifamily units in town to propose to the town council.  Each unit would need to have its own septic system and each unit would require a half acre.  For example, a duplex would require a full acre and need two septic systems. Heather was asked to work with Town Clerk Beth Home and find out if we can write the ordinance on line or how we move forward from here.  It was discussed whether or not we really even want to allow multi housing units but Barbara Anderson pointed out that they will happen one way or another so we might as well set our requirements at what we want. 

Beautification Committee

Secretary Heather Poulsen reported back that the Town council is not interested in putting together a beautification committee.  However, they would like the planning commission to make sure that we certain federal grants require that a beautification committee be mentioned in the general plan before they take it out.  Alan suggested that they just leave it in the general plan for now.  Planning Commission member Barbara Anderson making a it a provision in case they need it but don’t require the town to have one.
Heather reported that putting a welcome sign on the south end would not be something the youth council could be put in charge of.  It would be more of a beautification committee thing but we don’t have one.  Anyone can come to the town and propose a sign at any time.

Council members discussed some of the problems with the smaller lots on main street that have run down buildings on them.  Some of them like the old post have lots that are to small to do anything with.  Some members wondered if there was any way we could make an allowance for smaller lots in commercial zoned areas.  
3.   Adjourn: 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.

____________________________________________

Heather Poulsen, Deputy Town Clerk

Planning Commission Secretary
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