WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
1 September 2020
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:00 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Nathan Mitchell; Councilmen Brice Roberts, Ron Thompson and Dale White; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman. Councilman Jared Brotherson was not in attendance.
Residents in attendance:  none
Others in attendance:  none
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:  Brice Roberts
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  

a.  Corey Walker, concerning request for relief on water overage charge


Mr. Walker was not in attendance. Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman informed the 


council that she had failed to tell Mr. Walker that he should attend the 



meeting. She was able to report that Mr. Walker had discovered the leak and 


made the repairs prior to receiving the $296 water bill that it caused. Council 


members agreed to allow 50% off of the overage part of his bill, which came to a 


total of $130.50 to be credited to his account. 

BUSINESS:  
1. Resolution No. 2020-01, approving the adoption, by the Wales Local Building Authority, of a parameters resolution authorizing not more than $325,000 lease revenue bonds for the acquisition and construction of a public safety building, and related improvements (see attached), was introduced and discussed. This resolution was necessitated by the fact that all seven bids on the building came in at more than $200,000 over the CIB grant/loan amount awarded to Wales Town for the project. Prior to this meeting Mayor Mitchell had initiated the paperwork to acquire supplemental funds in order to be able to construct the building, and this resolution was part of the effort. 

The motion to adopt Resolution 2020-01 was made by Councilman Roberts and seconded 
by Councilman White. The motion was passed, with Mayor Mitchell and Councilmen 
Roberts and White voting yea. Councilman Thompson voted nay. 
2. Resolution No. 2020-02, calling a public hearing and authorizing notice of intention to issue not more than $325,000 of lease revenue bonds, in one or more series, for the acquisition and construction of a public safety building, and related improvements; fixing the maximum interest rate, maturity and discount of the bonds; and related matters (see attached); was introduced and discussed. 

The motion to adopt Resolution 2020-02 was made by Councilman Roberts and seconded 
by Councilman White. The motion was passed, with a unanimous vote in favor.

 3.  A policy and procedures for the town's credit/debit cards was introduced and discussed (see attached). The town clerk reported that the town had a total of three cards:  one for the General Fund, one for the Enterprise Fund, and one for the use of the Wales Town Fire Department. They are debit cards, but are to be used as credit cards. This policy was agreed upon with only one deletion and the request that the town clerk contact the State Auditor's office about the "Missing Receipt Form" that was supposed to be Appendix B to the policy template, but was missing. Councilman Thompson brought up the subject of stolen debit card numbers and the resulting financial consequences. The town clerk is to investigate the problem and the possibility of obtaining credit cards instead of debit cards. Appendix A (see attached), a credit card user agreement, was accepted with the policy.
         4.  An Ethical Behavior Policy was accepted without change to the state's template (see 
  
  attached). Minor changes were made to the accompanying Ethical Behavior Pledge 
      
  Form (see attached).
MINUTES:  
Councilman Thompson made a motion to accept the minutes of the 4 August 2020 Town Council meeting as written; Mayor Mitchell seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a unanimous vote in favor.
INVOICES: 
The August 2020 invoices were read by the town clerk. Mayor Mitchell made the motion to approve payment and Councilman Roberts seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous to have the invoices paid.
REPORTS:
· Parks:  Councilman Thompson reported that he had changed the watering program for the park from four hours a day for two days a week, to two hours a day, three days a week, following the new watering schedule adopted by the town for the remainder of the summer. He plans to cut down on the watering as the weather cools. He will have the sanitizing of the park and playground equipment go on through September and October.  

· Roads:  Councilman Roberts reported that he had received the speed bumps and signs he ordered last month to install on 100 South, near the Brewer residences. His plans are to have the work done within the next two weeks. He mentioned that he will have to call Blue Stakes before putting in the 25 mph speed limit sign and the "Slow, Children Playing" sign.

· Cemetery:  Councilman White reported that four (4) cemetery plots had been purchased for Roy Pogue. Mr. Pogue may have his late wife moved from the Moroni Cemetery to the Wales Cemetery. He had hand-built a monument for his wife and himself which Moroni City would not allow him to place in their cemetery. Councilman White described the monument and questioned council members about any problems they saw concerning its placement in the Wales Cemetery. No opposition was voiced.

· Mayor:  Mayor Mitchell reported on the progress on the replacement well, saying that the drilling samples had been turned in to the state and we were waiting for their specifications on screen size. Once the engineer and driller have that they can order the screens and finish developing the well. The well finished at 420'. and it was decided that it would be more beneficial to put extra funds into developing the well at that depth, rather than go to the expense of drilling deeper. High Plains Drilling expects to have the well developed and ready to use by about the middle of October. Councilman White brought up the subject of the SCADA system the town needs but Mayor Mitchell had no updated information on that. It is still dependent on funds remaining after the well is completed and whether or not the USDA is willing to consider it an acceptable expense. Mayor Mitchell said that he would ask Councilman Brotherson to follow up on the project.
Mayor Mitchell next addressed the subject of the fire station project, noting that the lowest bid had come in over $200,000 too high. He explained that the architect had gone back to the contractor, who had taken out a little, but was still unable to get the bid down far enough to make the project doable with the grant/loan from CIB. However, he had been in contact with CIB and they had indicated that this was actually a favorable time to apply for a supplemental grant/loan. He had been told that many entities had been coming back to CIB for double their original amount and that, considering we would only be requesting about a third more to be able to complete our project, we stood a good chance of receiving the extra funds. They informed him that the one thing not in our favor was the amount of elapsed time since the grant/loan had originally been granted. Upon questioning by council members, Mayor Mitchell answered that the CIB had stipulated that the town accept the lowest bid.
Mayor Mitchell made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Roberts, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM
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