PUBLIC HEARING BACKGROUND FOR PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 21, 2020
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1. BACKGROUND: The city recently acquired four pieces of property (previously lots) from the property owners which will be used for flood and debris mitigation.  It is the desire of the city to rezone these four pieces of property to a Public Facilities District zoning designation of PF which is an approved zone in the city.

2. BACKGROUND: In May 2020 the city approved a preliminary draft of our city ordinances which had been organized by a contracting company who specializes in updating and organizing city ordinances.  This process is called codifying.  Cities often perform this process every 5 to 10 years, depending upon the number of ordinances passed.  The city, in error, included new ordinances into this endeavor, which had not yet been passed by the city council, believing that the codification process with it’s public hearings and subsequent reviews were sufficient to adopt the new ordinances.  This process gave the public little time to review the new proposed ordinances that were being considered.  As such, citizens in the community filed and initiated a referendum on the process which has been accepted, putting the codification on hold as well as the adoption of the new proposed ordinances.  Also, a review of the codification document has determined that there were a number of errors in it with some existing ordinances having been left out as well as code and ordinance citing’s not having been included.  The contractor is making changes that are deemed necessary to correct the noted deficiencies with the ordinances and the city will be making presentations of those changes to the residents in public hearings and in planning commission and city council meetings.  These presentations are designed to take public input as these changes are considered to be adopted into our city ordinances where they heretofore have not been.  

To this end there will be a public hearing by the planning commission on October 21 to hear any comments relative to two ordinance titles, Title 10 relative to zoning and Title 11 relative to the subdivision ordinance.  These two subjects, Zoning and Subdivisions, are not considered to be new ordinances as they are part of our current ordinances.  However, a number of changes have been made to them, both in their reorganization done by the codification company, as well as including new processes that the city has adopted for processing and approval of the matters under review in order to bring greater efficiency to them, changes of certain parts to comply with State law, etc.  The city does not consider these to be new ordinances as the bulk of their content already exists in our present ordinances.  We consider these changes to be amendments to our existing ordinances.  As these two ordinances are largely considered to be Land Use ordinances, State law requires a public hearing to be held for any comments the public may care to make regarding adopting the identified ordinances.   

Further, for your information, the city is removing the following Chapters of the code that was presented and adopted in the May 2020 council meeting.  Some of these parts may be presented and considered for adoption at a later time through the normal ordinance review and approval process.
Chapter 2 of Title 2 on Committees
Chapter 6 of Title 8 on Irrigation Watering
Chapter 5 of Title 8 on Water Policies
Chapter 12, Part 8 of Title 10 on Architectural and Landscaping Standards
Chapter 5, Part 10 of Title 11 on Trails and Walkways
All of Title 12 on Storm Water 
