


Meadow Town Council Meeting
August 18, 2020
Meadow Fire Station
7:00 p.m.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Those in Attendance:
Mayor: Lynette Madsen
Council Members:  Dustan Starley, CJ Stott, Tyson Dewolf, Channing Stott
Clerk:  Lynette Bond
Treasurer:  Monica Dearden 
Absent: 
Others Attending:  Lynn Bond, Tony Cowley, Mark Cowley, Lloyd Robison, Jim Talbot, Alishia Starley, Stephanie Hone, Derrick Dearden, Don and Chris Capel, Ron Heard

Attending by teleconference:  
Leah Heard

This meeting was held at the Meadow Fire Station, but because of COVID concerns, was offered as teleconference as well. 
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  She then asked Tyson to open the meeting with prayer. 
-Minutes of the July meeting were reviewed by the Council.  CJ moved to approve the minutes. Dustan seconded and the motion carried. 

Accounting Report:  
-The Clerk went over the July claims with the board. See attached listings. Dustan moved to pay the bills. Channing seconded and the motion carried.  
-The clerk reported that the annual audit was completed on August 14th, 2020 and no findings were found.   There is an excess in the general fund balance of approximately $3,000.00 that needs to be moved to Capital.   A public hearing will be scheduled for next month to address this issue. 
-Mayor Madsen reminded the Council of the COVID money that is available to the Towns that she spoke of the May meeting.  She has now learned that if the Towns wish, they can donate this funding to the local school district.  The Mayor would like to have the Council think it over and decide if they would like to have a public hearing to open the budget to add the COVID funds and then donate it to the School District for COVID expenses.   
-The purchasing policy was then discussed.  The Mayor said that if a purchase has been budgeted, it has gone through the approval process already, and wouldn’t need further approval.  The policy requires bids for anything over $5,000.00.  This possibly needs adjusting.  After further discussion it was decided that the policy be left as is, with better communication put in place.  The Clerk was then advised to notify the Council of all bills before payment is made. 

Departments:

Water: 
-Channing said that Rex Williams asked him to report on his water project.   Between meetings, it was observed that Rex was digging a trench for a water line out into the street on Town property and extending to the north onto O’Neal’s property which is out of town boundaries.  He asked Channing to let the Council know that he needs another week or so because he is getting his lawyers to write up papers for an easement on the O’Neal’s.    Running personal water lines out of town boundaries is against Meadow ordinances and cannot happen.  Lloyd stated that he thinks that the pipe is already buried.   Mayor Madsen said she thought it wasn’t when she saw it.  She will find out what has transpired and let the Council know.  
-Mayor Madsen said that there is an effort being put forth to try to do a basin to basin water transfer from the west side of the County to Cedar City.  She said that the County is doing what they can to fight it.   
-The springs are dropping and the well is being run full time now.  Channing would like the citizen’s to conserve water even more.

Electric:  
-UAMPS announced that there is a surplus in the net margin position and is asking how Meadow Town would like their portion refunded, as they do most years.  Meadow Town has always had it returned to the Town by check.  Mayor Madsen signed the request for a check to be sent to the Town.
-Dustan reported that the electric project is finished for this year.   There were a few extra unforeseen expenses: The pole by Shane Sampson’s at about 200 South and Main was leaning, and an arm at another location needed to be brought down lower.  The transformer by DeLyle Carling’s also needed to be replaced because it was leaking oil.  
Flowell Electric also broke a sprinkler line at the park while they were eliminating a pole by the bathroom.   Derrick said that this time they did give him notice that they were coming, which was nice, so they could hold off water from the areas they would be working.  
Derrick asked Dustan about how the power to bathrooms would be replaced. The previous wires were not out of reach of the public so they had been pulled and stretched.  Derrick thinks it would be better to run it differently.   Lloyd suggested going underground to the building and explained how he thought would work the best.  It was mentioned that bids could be obtained for the project.  The Council decided that they would get together and get all of the wiring ready, then have Flowell Electric come hook it up.  
-Mayor Madsen reported that UAMPS has gone into negotiations concerning a modular nuclear reactor program.  Some cities have entered into this program.  The State Tax Commission has asked that cities withdraw from this project.  Cities often transfer electric funds to cover for other unexpected expense in other fund codes.   The Tax Commission feels that citizens may be ill affected if these funds are not available for transfer.  For example, Murray City has 6.7286 shares and will be obligated to over 1 million dollars or more.   Meadow will not be affected by this as we have opted out of the agreement.
Roads: 
-Tyson said that Staker Parson’s should be here this week to do the street repairs probably either Wednesday or Thursday.  The trench across the road at 400 East 100 South and the spot in front of the Town Hall are the biggest parts of the project.  They are doing asphalt for the park in Kanosh, then will be coming to Meadow.   They aren’t bringing a paver so they can’t fix the area at 200 East 200 North where the road was widened at this time.
-Tyson also said that he talked to Brandon Winget from the county road department about filling in the spot at the cattle guard at the cemetery and also the culvert on the road up to the cemetery.
-He has continued looking for replacement trucks and has had no luck finding any good deals.  He thinks it will be best to get a new blade for the truck we have now.   

Park and Cemetery:
-CJ mentioned that she thought that all purchasing went through Mayor, and found out that it doesn’t go to the Council members before payment either.   The Clerk always brings anything out of the ordinary to someone’s attention but has been given blanket approval to pay normal or reoccurring expenses as they come in.  Because of the issues that were brought up in the July meeting, CJ would like more information.  She would like to know what the bills are before they are paid.  She also doesn’t want invoices passed out to the Towns people.  Those attending reminded her that this information is public and should be available to them, and that they have right to know.  The Mayor stated that a GRAMA request should be submitted for this information.  Mayor Madsen went on to say that since the new mower was purchased there have been multiple services for around $300.00.  Discussion then followed about how servicing is handled for the town equipment and how it differs from one employee to another.   Channing feels there are different reasons as to why each employee does it the way they do.  CJ feels that all the trouble started when Lynn found out that the park got more pay than the cemetery.   There has been a miscommunication of intent and things taken not as they were put forth in the whole situation.  The park and cemetery are different jobs with different needs.
Derrick wanted to explain how he schedules what he does at the park.  At the end of the school season, his time is much more limited.  This is why he takes the mower in to get serviced before the mowing season starts.  He does all of the other maintenance at the park, sprinkler repair and other needed items himself.  Monica also wanted people to take note of the difference in size of the mowers.  The park mower is larger and she feels it is a safety issue as well.  
Channing wanted to address comments that he has been hearing.  He didn’t attend the last meeting as he had other things that he felt were more of a priority.  He was in attendance by phone and mentioned that he has been excused if he has missed any other meeting.  When he was approached to run, he said, “You bet, I’ll try”.   He further stated that he has heard how some have said that the younger generation needs to step up and do their part.  This is what he is trying to do.  He asked that those that have more experience come to the new Council with positive, constructive advice to teach them the knowledge and skills that they have gained over the years.  Tony mentioned that he has been in meetings when Channing has said that he doesn’t care what they think.  
Mayor Madsen addressed a comment that was made to CJ after the last meeting of how the Council gets paid without doing anything for the pay.  Mayor Madsen has also heard it’s been said that the reason the valve project has not been done is because the Council each takes $100 a month.  She said that this is not so.   All towns and cities but one in Millard County get compensated for their service.  Mayor Madsen said that she would like CJ to learn the Cemetery computer program.  Lynn explained why he should continue to do it, one being that council members come and go, and two, keeping the cemetery records is also listed in the ordinance as his responsibility.      
Mayor Madsen said that it’s time for all to bury the hatchet and move on from here.  Lynn agreed.  He said that everyone needs to get along and also agreed that knowledge needs to be passed down.      
-Discussion of rebidding the park and cemetery followed.  Dustan said that he has experienced the results of bidding and it didn’t work.  He stated that the Town has exceptional qualified employees that are doing the park and cemetery work, and both look “show ready” when needed.   It was made known to all in attendance that the individuals were hired as employees and didn’t bid their jobs.   Therefore, the rebidding idea was abandoned and things will go forth as is.   
   
Fire: 
-There was no fire business this meeting.

Planning and Zoning: 
-Mayor brought a current map of the Town as it is currently recorded.  It is not up to date concerning where the boundaries now lie.  Meadow needs to provide a description of what is proposed to be annexed and update the current boundaries.   Mark will work on this.   

Building Permits:  
-There was no business this meeting. 

Other Business: 
-Work has begun on the tower and the Mayor and Lynn are working with contractors to assist them any way needed.  
-Stephanie Hone was in attendance to let the Council know that she asked to have the spruce tree on Center and Main trimmed, not taken out.  She said the tree has history. She said her great Uncle’s DeLynn Labrum and Junior Bond brought it from Kanosh to be a Christmas tree to be lit at Christmas time.  She doesn’t like to see trees taken down if they are not diseased.  She would like it trimmed more than she was able to do herself.  She doesn’t think it will need to be done every year, so it won’t be an ongoing expense.  She mentioned that when removing it was brought up before, it met disapproval, so it did not happen.   The Mayor said the tree has passed its life expectancy and it’s an issue of cost and liability.   Does the Town pay $700.00 to trim it, or pay $1,500.00 to take down and not have to deal with it again?  She went on to say that once Stephanie brought to the Town’s attention that it was a liability, the Town now has a responsibility to keep people safe.  Because of its age and the condition that it’s in, it’s a liability to the town now.  Dustan moved to remove the tree.  Channing seconded.  Channing, Dustan, and Tyson voted affirmative. CJ voted Nay.   The motion carried.
-Don and Chris Capel are purchasing the property on 40 North Main.   They intend to leave the footprint of the building as is.   They plan to live in the house in the future. They want to clean it up, update the insulation, the plumbing and the outside.  Possibly add a swimming pool and garden.  However, he said there may not be enough water based on what he heard tonight.  He has been a building contractor for many years.  Building inspectors will be brought in to inspect each aspect of the renovation.  The Caple’s want it to be habitable as a small house.   They asked if code allows for a 6 foot fence behind the house.  The Council thought yes, that would be allowed.  They could use it as a rental until they are ready to move in themselves.  
-The Clerk went through the Fraud Risk Assessment Questionnaire with the Council.  (See attached)   The Council determined that Meadow Town implements all measures questioned, and Mayor Madsen and Dustan Starley certified as such with their signatures on the form.  The Clerk will upload the document to the State Auditors website.   

Adjournment:  Channing moved to adjourn.  CJ seconded and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.
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