Paragonah Town Board
Public Hearing/Regular Meeting
44 North 100 West, Paragonah Town Hall
June 10, 2020 – 7:00 p.m.

Attendance/Town Board Members:  Todd Robinson (Mayor), Marge Cipkar, Mark Barton, Trisha Robb, Mike Abbott

Others in Attendance:  Jayne Stones (Town Clerk), Kay Lister, Eric Walker, Tammy Hulet

Pledge

1.  Welcome:  Todd Robinson welcomed everyone.

2. Adopt Agenda:  Mark Barton moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Mike Abbott seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

3. Administer Oath of Office:   Jayne Stones administered the oath of office to Trisha Robb who was appointed to finish Earl Olsen’s term.  

4. Open Public Hearing:  Todd Robinson opened the public hearing to receive public comments concerning adjustments to the 2020 Fiscal Year Budget and the 2021 Fiscal Year budget.  

5. Receive public comments on adjustments to the 2020 Fiscal Year budget:  Todd Robinson asked if anyone had questions or comments.  Jayne Stones explained the adjustments to the 2020 budget are basically moving amounts from line items that have not been expended to line items that have been over expended.  The budget will be increased by $43240 - $19000 to pay for town maintenance truck purchased from the fire department and $24240 to pay for Road Improvement Costs.  

6. Receive public comments on the 2021 Fiscal Year budget:  The 2021 Fiscal Year budget was discussed.  The public was asked if they had any questions or comments.  There were none.  Jayne Stones stated she did not yet have the Certified Tax Rate from the County so the amount budgeted for property taxes will change.  The Certified Tax Rate will have to be adopted at the next meeting. 

7. Close public hearing and open regular meeting:   Mark Barton moved to close the public hearing and open regular meeting.  Mike Abbott seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
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8. Approve minutes of May 13, 2020, Regular Meeting:  Todd Robinson moved to approve the minutes of the May 13, 2020, regular meeting with one correction under Mayor’s report – “The County is going to get around $48000”.  Mark Barton seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

9. Adopt Resolution 20-4, A Resolution to make adjustments to the 2020 Fiscal Year Budget: 

Mark Barton moved to adopt Resolution 20-4 as presented.  Todd Robinson seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  


10.  Adopt Resolution 20-5, A Resolution adopting a final budget for the 2021 Fiscal Year: 

Mike Abbott moved to adopt Resolution 20-4 with the understanding the Certified Tax Rate will need to be approved at the next meeting and the property tax figure will be adjusted accordingly.  Marge Cipkar seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

11. Discuss 4th of July activities and whether or not they should be canceled due to Covid 19:    Todd Robinson asked for input from the Town Board and those in attendance concerning whether or not they thought the Town should cancel the 4th of July activities.  Comment was made the activities would not be able to be held at the church because of the church’s policy regarding large gatherings.   It would also be hard serving the food, collecting the money, making sure the tables and all surfaces are kept clean, etc.  After much discussion, it was decided that due to the current circumstances, the 4th of July activities should be canceled for this year unless something changes between now and then.  This will also apply to the 24th of July.  

Trisha Robb moved that with much regret, due to the Covid 19 virus the 4th of July and 24th of July activities be canceled this year unless something changes between now and then.  Todd Robinson seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
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12.  Discuss and make decision on how to handle lots in town that are creating a fire hazard because of weeds and lots that have old vehicles, junk, etc.:  Jayne Stones said she has received a few complaints concerning lots in town that are posing a fire hazard.  She asked Town Board members how they would like to handle the problem.  Comment was made we need to see what the ordinances say.  Trisha Robb suggested if people don’t respond to the letter, the Town could go in and remove the weeds and then bill the owner.  Jayne said this would be a good idea if the Town would not be held liable if something were to happen. She thought the ordinance said noncompliance was considered a misdemeanor, but she will double check.  Town Board members agreed that a certified letter should be sent to those in violation.  The letter should cite the ordinance and applicable fines.  They should be given 10 days to comply.  The letter should also tell them to use caution and take safety majors to ensure they do not start a fire.  

13.  Mayor’s Report:  Todd Robinson said UAMPS is still holding their meetings online.  At the last meeting they discussed the Carbon Free Power Project.  Many of the larger cities are getting nervous about the costs.  Todd said he is not nervous because we will have several opportunities over the next few years to opt out if we so choose.  The last 5 County meeting was held by phone.  He said he could not hear anything that was going on.   The Iron County Coordinating Council did not meet this month.  

14.  Water Department:  Mike Abbott had nothing to report.

15.  Power/Fire Department:  Mark Barton reported UAMPS alerted the town that we have had a 20-30% power loss since August of last year.  The town has gone around and checked all the meters to make sure they have locks.  There were several that didn’t.  Also, there were a few meters that were x10 that were not being read properly.  After further investigation, it was discovered the new meter that UAMPS installed in August had a fault so they replaced it.  We will keep monitoring this closely.  

The Fire Department is training with Brian Head and Parowan.  They responded to the Gen Pack fire.  

16.  Cemetery/Planning and Zoning:  Marge Cipkar said she did not receive any complaints about the cemetery over the Memorial Day weekend.  However, Joe 
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Topham called about not having a porta potty available so Dan Burgett went up and moved the one at the Town Maintenance Yard over to the Cemetery side so people could use it.  Marge said she told Joe that this was the Civic Committees responsibility and not the Towns.  Comment was made that the cemetery is very dry but the dandelions are gone.  

a) Discuss issue with fence located at 700 East 115 North and make decision:  Marge explained Jonna Jackson called Jayne and asked how tall of a fence she could have around her property.  Jayne told her it could be up to 6 feet in the back and on the sides, and 4 feet in the front.  Jonna asked if she could build a higher one in the front if she kept it see through.  Her purpose for building the fence was too keep the deer away from her trees.  She said she has seen several fences in town that are taller than 4 feet in the front.  Jayne told her to talk to Marge who is over the Planning and Zoning.    Marge said she went up and looked and couldn’t see a problem with it as long as it stayed  see through.  Several days later, the Town received a letter from the town’s attorney about a concerned citizen stating the Town was not following the ordinances.  This same individual sent a letter to the Mayor and also called the Town Clerk.   After much discussion, Town Board members agreed that we need to follow what the ordinance says.  If we want to allow see through fences that are taller than 4 feet, we need to change the ordinance.  Marge said she will go up and tell Jonna that she will either need to comply with the ordinance or she can apply for a variance.  Comment was made 4 members need to be appointed to the Board of Adjustment.

17.  Roads/Park/Building Reports:  Trisha said she has looked into getting the roads chip sealed and oiled, and it will cost about $80000 to do around 4 miles. She asked how much the Town was wanting to spend on the roads.  Town Board members said as long as there was enough money in the budget do as many roads as needed.   Sunroc will deliver the chips and she told them to pile it up by the outside of the cemetery.  She said she would like to do the North and South roads one year and then East and West the next year.  Dan will need to get the roads ready and go around and fill in all the potholes.  

Trisha said she would like to look into getting a speed checker put on Center Street. There is a big problem with speeding.   Town Board members agreed this 
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would be a good idea.  The Parowan Police need to be made aware of the problem and start issuing some tickets.  Todd commented Mike Berg said it was his understanding they could pull over people and issue warnings but not give tickets.  They need to start issuing tickets

18.  Open Discussion:  Tammy Hulet gave an update on the triathlon.  She said they are making some repairs to the pool and if Iron County gets moved to green before July 1st, they will go ahead with the triathlon.  

Kay Lister said he purchased the Canal Company property that was used as the Town Yard for several years.  There are some 10-12-inch pipes that have asbestos and he was wondering what the town can to about removing them.  Todd Robinson and Mark Barton both stated the pipe most likely belongs to the Canal Company.  The Town does not use this size.  

19.  Adjourn meeting/Review Financial Statements/Approve Bills:   Mike Abbott moved to adjourn meeting, review financial statements, and approve bills.  Mark Barton seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  


