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Minutes of the City of Woodland Hills Public Hearing held on June 25, 2019 in the City of Woodland Hills Council Chambers.

WORK SESSION 

CONDUCTING:  Mayor Wendy Pray


COUNCIL PRESENT:				STAFF PRESENT:

Mayor Wendy Mayor Pray				Jody Stones, City Recorder
Council Member David Pratt				Corbett Stephens, Public Works
Council Member Paul MacArthur			Chris Helvey, Financial Dir.
Council Member Dorel Kynaston			Craig Northup, Fire Chief-excused
Council Member Larry Henry-excused
Council Member Kari Malkovich

Mayor Pray opened the City of Woodland Hills City Council Work Session at 6:10p.m.


1. Update on Property Purchase  

Council Member Malkovich informed the Council she spoke with the State Ombudsmen’s Office.  The Ombudsmen’s office helps resolve property issues.  They are a neutral party that represents the property owner when a question arises.  and they typically represent the owner of property.  Steve Sermersheim spoke to Marci Jones with the Ombudsmen’s office on behalf of himself and Caprice Bona.  The request of the Council for two property appraisals for the property owned by Ms. Bona and Mr. Sermersheim was out of norm.  Typically, only one appraisal is done.  Ms. Jones and Mr. Sermersheim made the decision to only obtain one appraisal.  Ms. Jones provided Mr. Sermersheim with a list of appraisers.  Mr. Sermersheim and Ms. Bona have chosen Jorgensen Appraisal to conduct the appraisal. The cost of the appraisal will be $350.00.  

Council Member Kynaston remarked he would still like to have two appraisals done and the City should pick another appraiser.  

Council Member Pratt wanted to be assured that the cost for the appraisal was going to be split between the City and Mr. Sermersheim and Ms. Bona.

Mayor Pray indicated that the City would pay the bill and be reimbursed for half of it by Mr. Sermersheim and Ms. Bona.  

Council Member Kynaston wondered if the appraisal would bind the City in anyway. He would also like the Council to hold an Executive Session to decide how much the Council is willing to pay for the property owned by Mr. Sermersheim and Ms. Bona.   

Mayor Pray did not feel the appraisal holds the City to anything. 

Mayor Pray reported she had a meeting with Brad Bartholomew and the Region 8 FEMA Director, as well as Corbett Stephens and Ted Mickelsen. They discussed the City’s FEMA application and where the City is in the process.  The Mayor took them to see the steepness of the terrain, the jersey barriers around the park and where the City is looking to do mitigation.

Corbett Stephens noted he talked with Mr. Mickelsen following the meeting and Mr. Mickelsen doesn’t believe FEMA will allow the City to construct anything on private property.  This means that in order to construct the force deflection wall on the Richard’s property.  Corbett went on to explain he met with Mr. Richard’s and they discussed some different options.  One option is to trade property, but Mr. Stephens is unsure how much property may be needed. He plans to walk the property with Mr. Mickelsen and stake what they believe will be needed to construct the basin. Mr. Stephens would like to have the City Engineer do survey of the property that the City feels it will need. 

Mr. Richard’s attended the meeting and at this time did not have any comments to make. 

Mayor Pray mentioned there is some question to if the City will need to acquire the two properties owned by the Rieben’s.    

2.  Update on Shed Ordinance 

Council Member MacArthur does not have a specific proposal for the Council yet.  He will be proposing that the ordinance change from a 50-foot front set back to a 30-foot front set back and instead of a 30-foot rear set back, it would be 20-feet.  Anything over 200 square feet would need a permit and he is proposing the requirement for a shed to be built behind the plane of the home is stricken from the ordinance. He is still looking at the height of the building.  

Council Member Pratt mentioned that he believes the Council wanted to simplify the ordinance. 

3.  Update on Accessory Dwelling Ordinance

Council Member Pratt did not have an update.  

Council Member Kynaston noted he and Council Member Pratt have been discussing the current ordinance in length.  They have agreed on the need to educate residents about the current ordinance and ask for residents to comply.   

Mayor Pray suggested the Council look to educate the residents on the current ordinance at the next Town Hall Meeting which is scheduled for September 10, 2019.

Council Member Malkovich felt there was a need for the Council to have a discussion prior to the Town Hall Meeting.  She proposed discussing it at the City Council Meeting on August 27th.  Additionally, she suggested the Council look at sending an email out with a survey asking for the resident’s opinion.  

4.  Building Permit Fees

Council Member Pratt asked for this item to be on the agenda so the Council could discuss two points.  The City roads are taking a toll from the heavy trucks. Builder’s have also commented that they would be willing to pay higher fees if the building permit process could go faster.  Woodland Hills has some of the lowest impact fees in the area.  Council Member Pratt feels the City should be in the upper tier.  

Council Member Malkovich would like to know if the impact fees adequately cover the costs. 

Council Member Pratt mentioned that 5 years ago the City had maybe 5 or 10 building permits a year and now the City is doing more than 20 a year.  In his opinion, the amount of building is severely straining the City’s resources.

Mayor Pray would like the Council to pursue looking at the impact fees.  She has spoken to the City Attorney and the City cannot recoup the cost of the roads through an impact fee because the City receives Class B and C Road Funds from the State.  

The City Recorder noted the City Attorney mentioned the City can only cover facilities or improvements and not for services. 

Corbett Stephens would like to discuss the time frame involved in getting a building permit because most of it is the builder’s fault by not following the site plan requirements and following what needs to be submitted with a building permit application.  

Council Member Pratt talked about the City moving towards using an online building permit program.  
Mr. Stephens informed the Council both the builder and owner will be on all communication.  

Council Member Pratt felt that it is not fair for the Recorder and Mr. Stephens to be taking the brunt of the problems with the builders.  

Council Member Malkovich indicated that so much of the Recorders and Mr. Stephens job is babysitting the builders.  


5.  Budget Cycle Categories

Mayor Pray explained to the Council that at the last meeting the Council discussed what is needed to maintain the City whether it be the roads, the water system, the building or equipment.  She would like Council to be look at what needs to be included in the budgeting categories.  Does the Council want a regular maintenance and improvements schedule for the Park?  She requested the Council send her their ideas. 

Council Member Malkovich expressed a need for the City to have a maintenance and replacement schedule.  

Council Member Kynaston indicated there is a need to make sure there are funds to maintain and replace the roads and the water system.  Same goes for equipment and parts.  

Council Member Pratt voiced a need for the bigger stuff.  He added that there should be an overall parks budget, but the Council needs to focus on the big things.   

Mayor Pray would also like the budget to include the replacement of office computers and printers.  Up until now, some of our employees were working on machines that had not been replaced in 10 years. 

Mayor Pray brought attention to the photos in the City Center.  She mentioned the pictures and the framing were donated to the City. 

6. Report on City Assignments
 	
Public Works- Corbett Stephens

Mr. Stephens asked the Financial Director if all the documents to bid out West Loafer and Spring Drive had been put on Bid Sync. 

Mayor Pray noted the Council will be having a public hearing and a special meeting in two days regarding the amended 2019 fiscal year budget.  She mentioned the Financial Director was in attendance and if the Council had any questions, they could ask them now.  

Mr. Stephens inquired if anything needed to be down with the Mountain Oaks Subdivision or the survey for the Richard’s property.

Mayor Pray indicated that both of those items would be in the 2020 fiscal year budget.  

Financial Director, Chris Helvey mentioned he has not put anything on Bid Sync. 

Mr. Stephens mentioned the City had the bids from last year for West Loafer and Spring Drive and nothing in the design has not changed.

Mr. Helvey would like to put more of this on LEI and pay them to do everything.  

Council Member Pratt asked for a better explanation. 

Mr. Stephens explained LEI would have a core sample done and based on what is found out, they would do the design, drive the specs, build it out, bid it and get the qualifications from the contractors.  

Council Member Malkovich and Pratt voiced they were in favor of LEI doing more. 

Council Member Malkovich would like to know if the projects would still get done this year. 

Mr. Helvey was hopeful that they would be done in late summer or fall. 

Council Member Pratt wanted to know if Summit Creek is doing their part of West Loafer. 

Mr. Stephens indicated Summit Creek was ready to go.  Ideally, the City would do it at the same time and use the same contractor to save money.  

West Loafer- LEI has completed the plans and design.  The City has a bid from Ted Hone for $49,900.  

Council Member Malkovich asked if the road would have the flat curbing. 

Mr. Stephens explained the City would be doing a high back curb through the gully and to keep the water where the City wants it. Since the bid is under $50,000, Mr. Stephens wanted to know if the project had to go on bid sync if the City could get a bid that states the project will not exceed a certain amount. 

Mr. Helvey felt that putting the project out to bid would only push it out 6 to 8 weeks. 

Mr. Stephens wanted Council to know that if the Council chose not to do the project at the same time Summit Creek completed their portion on Loafer Drive the bid that the City received from Ted Hone for $49,000 would most likely go up.  

Mayor Pray indicated it is not the intention of the Council to drag the project out, but they do want to do it right.  

Council Member Pratt is in favor of doing the project correctly even if it means it takes longer to get done.  

Council decided to put the project out for bid on Bid Sync.  LEI would manage the project and Council Member Malkovich and Council Member Pratt would be responsible for signing off on it. 

Spring Drive- LEI has completed the plans and it will be handled the same way as West Loafer.

Mountain Oaks Estates/North View Circle- Mr. Stephens explained at the end of the cul-de-sac is a fire hydrant that blew several years ago, and it ended up emptying the City water tank.  The cul-de-sac has caved in and the road is failing. 

Mayor Pray mentioned the owners of the development has changed several times over the past 10+ years.  The road is failing.  

A brief history of the subdivision…Construction of the subdivision began in 2006.  The original developer provided the City with a letter from Canyon View Title that stated a bond had been put in place.  Bruce Hall, the City Engineer at the time was the one to sign off on the improvements. Prior to the bond expiring in 2007 the City called Canyon View Title to inform them that the City was requesting that the bond stay in place due to the subdivision not being fully improved.  The City was informed by Canyon View Title that the original developer never had put up a bond and that the letter that the developer provided the City from Canyon View Title was written prior to the money being in place.  The City attempted to go forward with legal action but was unsuccessful due to the title company going out of business.   

Mayor Pray explained there are individuals who own property in the subdivision and are wanting to build. The City is unable to provide these individuals with a building permit due to the water and road issue.  The City will need to find the funds in the City budget to make the necessary repairs so these individuals can build. The City will need to get the design and engineering from the City Engineer. 

Mr. Stephens indicated the cost for the design will be $6,000.  

Council Member Malkovich wanted to know where the City will get the funds from to make the necessary repairs.  

Mayor Pray mentioned that it will need to come from the City savings.  

Council Member Pratt voiced that had the City had an engineer or an employee, such as Corbett Stephens, who can be trusted, his problem probably would not have happened. 

Council Member Malkovich echoed Council Member Pratt’s comments.

Mayor Pray remarked that the City needs to have a design done so the Council can know what need to be done to solve the issue at hand. 

Mr. Stephens informed the Council that the City Attorney has advised him that the problem needs to be resolved within six months once the individual asks for a permit. The City has already been contacted by an attorney who is representing an individual who is requesting a permit.   

Mr. Helvey advised the Council if the cost is what he thinks it might be, then any construction or repairs on Spring Drive may need to wait. 

Mr. Stephens asked the Council to direct him on how they want to proceed. 

The Council requested that Mr. Helvey discuss with the LEI, the City Engineer, how to proceed with Loafer Drive, Spring Drive and North View Circle.  

Mr. Stephens reviewed with the Council the request that would be made of LEI: LEI will set up an account with Bid-Sync and put the request for bids for Loafer and Spring Drive on Bid Sync and the City would be asking that LEI do a design for North View Circle.   

Mr. Helvey informed the Council that he received the invoice from UIA, and the invoice submitted to the City was over on every line item.  However, because the City has a guaranteed maximum price contract the City will only be responsible for $265,000 of the $410,000 overage.  One of the biggest expenses was the cost of the main line in the City.  In a discussion Mr. Helvey had with UIA, UIA is asking if the City would be willing to split the cost of overage of the HUT and the interconnect.  Mr. Helvey expressed to the Council that he felt the request to split the cost of the interconnect was reasonable, but he would not suggest that the City pay any overage on the HUT.  The interconnect was due to SESD not allowing UIA to use any of the existing lines.   

Council was in agreeance that UIA did a wonderful job and that quickly responded to many of the complaints. 

Mr. Helvey was directed to wire UIA the contracted price plus the contingency for a total of $1,709,446.00. 

Council discussed splitting the cost of the interconnect. 

Mayor Pray was willing to go to SESD and tell them the installation of the fiber cost the City more because SESD decided to not allow UIA to use the existing line.  She felt that the City could pay for half of the overage of the interconnect.  

The Recorder mentioned to the Council no action could be taken on the overage due to it not being an agenda item.  

Council Member MacArthur inquired about how much of the $1,709,446.00 did the City have set aside.  

Mr. Helvey indicated the City had $1,800,000.00 set aside. A portion of the funds is in the City general fund savings and another portion would come from the City water enterprise fund savings.  He wanted the Council to know that in addition to the $1,709,466.00 he would be wiring to UIA an additional $ 142,000 to cover the cost of the 116 of the 180 installs that were completed at the time of the invoice date. This additional $142,000 is an in and out expense since it is what residents have paid to the City for the fiber to be installed to their homes.  


Law Enforcement- Deputy Monsen

Deputy Monsen informed the Council she recently cited an individual for lighting off fireworks following a wedding. She noted extra patrols in the cul-de-sacs seem to be cutting down on problems.  

Council Member Pratt inquired if there was an update on the dog complaints. 

                                                 

Parks/Trails- Council Member Kynaston
	
Council Member Kynaston reported chipping is continuing in the City.  

Mayor Pray indicated funding for the project will be coming to an end and the City will need to look at other means to handle the chipping in upcoming years.  

Council Member Malkovich has had individuals complain their woodchips are being taken.  

	

Roads-Council Member MacArthur

Council Member MacArthur reported he has asked a few residents in the City to serve on a Road Committee. 


Events/Communications- Council Member Malkovich

Council Member Malkovich reported the garage sale scheduled for June 29th has been cancelled but will be re-scheduled for some time in August. 


Planning Commission- Council Member Pratt

Council Member Pratt had nothing to report.


Personnel/Fiber-Mayor Pray

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Pray had nothing to report. 

Mayor Pray closed the work session at 8:20 p.m. 











Minutes of the City of Woodland Hills City Council Meeting on June 25, 2019 in the City of Woodland Hills Council Chambers.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

CONDUCTING:  Mayor Wendy  Pray

COUNCIL PRESENT:					STAFF PRESENT:

Mayor Wendy Pray						 Jody Stones, City Recorder  
Council Member David Pratt					 
Council Member Paul MacArthur				. 
Council Member Dorel Kynaston				
Council Member Larry Henry-excused
Council Member Kari Malkovich

Mayor Pray called to order the Woodland Hills City Council meeting at 8:25 p.m.


INVITATION TO SAY PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
Council Member Pratt invited those who wished to participate to stand and say the Pledge of Allegiance with him. The Pledge was then given.
 
INVOCATION   
Council Member MacArthur offered the invocation.  

Mayor Pray mentioned the Council will be holding a meeting on Thursday June 27, 2019 to discuss the 2020 Fiscal Year Proposed Budget.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 


CONSENT AGENDA
City Council Minutes from City Council Budget Retreat March 26, 2019


MOTION:  Council Member Kynaston made the MOTION to Approve the Consent Agenda. 
SECOND:  Council Member MacArthur seconded the motion.
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously. 



BUSINESS & DISCUSSION

Council had nothing to discuss

MOTION:  Council Member MacArthur made the MOTION to CLOSE the City Council Meeting and MOVE into an EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
SECOND:  Council Member Pratt seconded the motion.
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously

Council closed the City Council Meeting at 8:34 p.m.


E.      EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council entered an EXECUTIVE SESSION at 8:35 p.m. 


MOTION:  Council Member Kynaston made the MOTION to CLOSE the EXECUTIVE SESSION and go back into a City Council Meeting and ADJOURN the meeting. 
SECOND:  Council Member Pratt seconded the motion.
VOTE: Motion passed unanimously

Council re-opened the City Council Meeting and adjourned at 9:26 p.m. 	



________________________________________
Jody Stones, City Recorder
