 HOLDEN TOWN
P.O. BOX 360127
HOLDEN, UTAH   84636

Holden Town Council Meeting
August 12, 2020

Started: 8:10 pm
Present: Mayor Darren Fox, Council Members: Josalyn Stevens, Jim Blodgett, Phil Whatcott, David Wood
Staff: Tina Stevens, Rod Dastrup, Julianne Johnson
Visitors: 

Pledge: Dave Wood
Prayer: Mayor Fox

1. Approval of July 8, 2020, Council Meeting Minutes

Jim Blodgett motioned to accept the minutes for Holden Town Council Meeting, July 8, 2020, Phil Whatcott seconded; roll was called, Josalyn Stevens- yes; Jim Blodgett-yes; Phil Whatcott- yes; Dave Wood- yes; Mayor Fox-yes.


2. Payment of payroll/reimbursements and bills
a. The bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated July 9, 2020 – August 12, 2020 were given to the council before the meeting. The Central Utah Health invoice is for the monthly water sampling. It cost $20 every month. The fire department put a radio in the new truck.
Josalyn Stevens motioned to pay bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated July 9, 2020 – August 12,2020, Dave Wood seconded; roll was called, Josalyn Stevens- yes; Jim Blodgett-yes; Mayor Fox-yes; Phil Whatcott- yes; Dave Wood- yes; Mayor Fox-yes.
1. The council members signed the final 2020 budget.

2. Phil Whatcott– Water and Fire Department

a. Fire Department- Phil said he would like to point out that there have been comments around town that the fire department has spent a lot of money. Phil said “I want to point out a couple of things. The values that the fire department has put in so far this year is $159,834.24 and we made $14,461.24 on wildland fires so far. We sold the old truck for $21,900.00, be it know that it was done on an open bid. We had a grant from the state for the wildland for 9,660 bucks and we got a license plate grant, be it known Holden is the only one that got that grant, for $2,500, and we got from the turning post we got turn outs from the district reimbursed us for that in the amount 2,000, we got another state grant came in at the end of the year for $3,150, and the district bought $60,000 worth of SCBA gear and the new truck the district paid for $46,300. The total is $159,834.24, that’s the increased value of the department. Be it also noted, tentatively and it’s not depending on what happens the rest of the fire season we will have put in the PTIF account in the neighborhood of $70,000 this year. I’ve heard people say the fire department is spending money like it grows on trees. Be it noted, we are spending a lot of money, we are updating the department making it safer safety of our guys to go out and do what they are permitted to do and that requires money. We’re not doing frivolously were getting money from grants, the district, and wherever.” Josalyn said that she had heard people talking about Rod and Danny spending time at the fire station during the day, when they should be at work for the town. She wanted to give a heads up to them. If anyone has questions at any point, they can request to look at their timecards. 
b. In the fall Rod is going to dig the willows out from around the water pipe and but salt around it to prevent the willows from growing. At that time, he will make any repairs that need to be made.
c. The spring flow is down to about 260 gallons/minute. Encourage residents to conserve water. The water at the tank needs to be full for fire protection. There were multiple big overages for the month of August. The next step is to turn off the secondary meter. There are a lot of people watering on Sundays and the other days when it is not their turn.
d. The water system needs to be improved. Mayor Fox and Phil Whatcott will meet with Sunrise Engineering to begin the water survey on August 13th at 9 am. Water rates need to be raised. The town will educate and keep the residents up to date on the water plan.
e. It took money to set up the new fire truck. Fire department budget for the supplies and maintenance is $15,000, they have already spent $12, 600. Fire department needs to be aware of it. If they go over the budget will need to be opened. 

3. Jim Blodgett – Roads and Land fill
a. The roads and the post office parking lot look great. Jim thanked Rod. The roads have been fixed with the remaining grant money from last year. 
b. The containers at the landfill are on hold until the county gets the containers and trucks. The area needs to stay clean. The state could shut it down at any point. 


4. Josalyn Stevens- Parks, Recreation and CERT
a. Josalyn is working on getting the signs for the Veteran’s Memorial. The finish has been put on the cement. The grant has been submitted for new flag poles.
b. Sheri Hare is now doing high fit at the town hall she will have the same contract as Tawnya Kessler did.

5. David Wood- Electric
a. Carbon Free Power Project- UAMPS wants to know by September if the town will continue with the project or opt out. If the town chooses to opt in it is $43,000 for three years. The council will decide at the meeting next month.
b. The council discussed the electric fees. Temporary power poles are not provided by the town and can not be rented by the town.  


6. Mayor Darren Fox – Cemetery and Employees
a. There have been a few burials
b. Planning and land use and the council was trained on the building permit process. Josalyn Stevens volunteered to be the Planning and Land Use liaison.

7. Town Surplus Items
a. The town has a backhoe, lawn mower and a truck that will all be put up on an open bid, August 17th to September 1st. The post office will receive bids all questions will be routed to Rod. 

8. Holden Town Fraud Assessment 
a. Tina reviewed the Town Fraud Assessment for the state auditor with the council. The town needs to make some improvements and policies. Tina has contacted the state auditor’s office and received the information to improve the towns fraud risk throughout the coming year. 

9. Adjournment 9:20 pm
Phil Whatcott motioned to adjourn at 9:20 pm, Jim Blodgett seconded.




/s/ Kristina Stevens
Holden Town Clerk
September 9, 2020
