


MINUTES 
CEMETERY BOARD MEETING
EPHRAIM CITY HALL 
5 SOUTH MAIN, EPHRAIM, UTAH
[bookmark: _GoBack]FEBRUARY 12, 2020
3:30 P.M.


Board Members Present:  Chair Beverly Thomas, Board Members Dale Nicholls, Stephen Crosland, and Dick Olson. 

Board Members Excused:  Jack Anderson, Allen Keisel, and Council liaison Tyler Alder

Staff Present:  Secretary Randi Spurling, Public Works Director Chad Parry
Others Appearing: None


CALL TO ORDER
The Ephraim Cemetery Board convened on Wednesday, February 12, 2020, in the Ephraim City Hall Board Room.  Cemetery Board Chair Beverly Thomas called the meeting to order at 3:31 P.M.  

I.	 MOTION AGENDA 

A.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to approve the minutes from the last board meeting on December 11, 2019, was raised by Dale Nicholls and seconded by Steve Crosland. The motion carried. Approved minutes were signed by Beverly Thomas and attested to by Randi Spurling. 

B.	 ITEM
	 CHAD PARRY: RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CEMETERY BUDGET	

	Public Works Director Chad Parry would like to fill in the area around the bathrooms with sod because currently there is a trip hazard.  They have been working on the willows in front of the cemetery. They are thinning out the front row. They can no longer rely on the irrigation ditches to supply enough water. They have cut down box elder trees where the interior of the trunks is hollow. 
They planted cottonwoods that were supposed to eventually replace all the willows. Dick mentioned that some of the willows have weak branches and kids are playing in them. 
	Beverly asked Chad for input as to the Killed-in-Action monument. He likes the idea of some sort of low-profile sign on the northeast corner of the cemetery to replace all the yard sale signs. Beverly suggested that the board put together some sort of recommendation in time to get in the budget. 
	Dick took Scott Stevens out to the Pioneer Cemetery. The basic structure of the kiosk looks good. The inside measurements of the kiosk are 64”x 48”. Scott thought a metal plaque could be bolted on the inside with the names of the people buried there and suggested two separate panels back-to-back. 

Dick suggested that we build a foundation for a flagpole at the Pioneer Cemetery and do flag raisings on Memorial Day and Veterans Day. Chad said they have talked about doing a new one at the Pioneer Cemetery.  Bev wondered if the flag would be raised/lowered only on the official holidays, but Chad said if it was lit, it could be left up. Chad said he would try to get a flagpole out there by Memorial Day. The Board members expressed a desire to honor those buried in that cemetery because they often get forgotten.
		
	Beverly brought up the idea of having a cremation garden and Chad agreed.  The cemetery is getting overcrowded and more families are looking to cremation as a financial alternative. Dick noted that he saw a cremation burial near his family plots, and he got the impression that it was an unauthorized burial.  Chad suggested the southwest corner of the cemetery, close to the road, as a possible place for a cremation garden, with room for a possible future gazebo or memorial space. 

	The Board discussed possibly moving the Killed-in-Action monument to the southeast corner in conjunction with a cremation garden.

	Randi will put the Pioneer flagpole on the next agenda so that Board members can make a motion to approve the project.  Dale wondered about the availability of a good used flagpole. Dale suggested moving the Park Cemetery flagpole to the Pioneer Cemetery and replacing the Park flagpole. Dale suggested making a cement base, then drill the hole to accommodate the pole.

	The Board expressed gratitude to Chad who will be retiring soon. 
	
	
C. ITEM
	REVIEW OF VETERAN BURIALS SINCE LAST WALL UPDATE
	 
	The board reviewed a list of Veterans who have been buried since the last Gazebo update. 


D. ITEM
	STATUS OF WORK ORDER FOR GAZEBO LIGHTS

	Randi reported that she had talked to Power Director Cory Daniels who said he was going to retrofit all the lighting at the Gazebo so that LED lighting can be installed.






E. ITEM
	DISCUSSION OF CEMETERY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

	Randi talked to a CIMS representative. The CIMS program can be stored on our City website, but it will involve an online training between a CIMS representative and Randi. That will be scheduled at a future date. Randi wants to ensure that the public will not have access to private information stored in CIMS before giving access to the public.


F. ITEM
	REPLACEMENT OF SPACES FOR DISPLACED HEIRS OF SPACES B-41-6,7

	Randi reported on a sensitive family situation. A family bought eight spaces around forty years ago and indicated who had permission to be buried in each space. Twenty years after that, they removed two of the people and replaced them with two others. The City had no record of this change, so upon the passing of one of the original heirs, he was buried in the space originally allocated to him, with a space next to him reserved for his wife. This was brought to the attention of the City by a relative of the heirs involved, who wished to remain anonymous. She was concerned that the two new heirs would be displaced.  Steve Crosland motioned to approve granting two additional spaces at no charge to the displaced heirs of spaces B-41-6,7. Dale seconded the motion. The Board voted to approve. The vote was unanimous. The motion will now go before the City Council via Board liaison Tyler Alder.


G. ITEM
	CONTINUED DISCUSSION OF INHERITANCE RIGHTS

     The current cemetery ordinance states that anyone desiring to claim inherited spaces must first provide proof of inheritance, second get permission from all other heirs that they can be buried there, and third pay the difference between what was originally paid and what the costs are now. Many people do not feel it’s fair that they must pay the difference since the space was already previously paid. Randi brought up this issue for the Board to discuss.  It is currently in the cemetery ordinance under Purchase of Burial Rights, Section 4, Inheritance of Burial Rights. 
 The Board agreed that imposing additional fees on top of a space already purchased was not reasonable. Bev recommended that we get the input from the City Manager (Shaun Kjar) and the City Attorney before making any recommendations. The Board agreed.    

II. OLD BUSINESS- MEMORIAL DAY 2020 PROGRAM

		The Board will begin looking for a speaker. Steve Crosland will oversee the flag-raising. A new Marine representative will be needed. Bill Branham, Gordon Young, and Dan Nielson were suggested as possible replacements. Sandi Olcott was mentioned as a possible Navy representative.

		Bev will be talking to the John L. Riddle family because he will be honored during the Memorial Day program. Music will be conducted by Vance Larsen.

III. PUBLIC COMMENT-NONE

		
IV. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS
			Dick will follow up with Scott Stevens and bring pricing information back to the Board. 

			Dale will get with Allen and make some proposals about the Killed-in-Action monument. 
	   

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Cemetery Board for consideration, the Board Meeting adjourned at 4:39 P.M.  

The next regular Cemetery Board meeting is scheduled to be held on March 11, 2020, starting at 3:30 p.m. in the Ephraim City board room.  






MINUTES APPROVED:



___________________________________				_____________________
Beverly Thomas, Chair								Date




ATTEST:



___________________________________				_____________________
Randi Spurling, Secretary							Date
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