WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
4 August 2020
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:00 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Nathan Mitchell; Councilmen Jared Brotherson, Brice Roberts, Ron Thompson and Dale White; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman.
Residents in attendance:  none
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:  Velva Lee Sherman
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  none
BUSINESS:  
1. There was a quick explanation from Mayor Mitchell concerning the state's new "Fraud Risk Assessment", which the town failed abysmally this past fiscal year, and the resulting efforts to pass policies that will improve our score in the future. The policies have been taken from templates provided by the state, and then modified by the town council in an effort to make them work for Wales Town. As the templates are geared toward much larger municipalities, numerous adjustments have been required. Discussion started with the proposed "Reporting Fraud or Abuse Policy" (see attached). As has been the case so far, most adjustments involved making it work for a town as small as Wales (see notes on attached policy).
2. The "Procurement Policy" was gone through next (see attached). Again, the small size of the town required numerous modifications to meet our needs (see notes on attached policy).
MINUTES:  
Councilman Roberts made a motion to accept the minutes of the 7 July 2020 Town Council meeting as written; Councilman White seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a unanimous vote in favor.
INVOICES: 
The July 2020 invoices were read by the town clerk. Councilman Thompson made the motion to approve payment and Councilman Roberts seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous to have the invoices paid. Councilman Thompson mentioned that he is still having Anita Fox sanitize the playground equipment and picnic tables. He questioned the council as to whether or not they were in agreement on having that service extended until the Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. All agreed, with Councilman Roberts pointing out that it shows that the town is being proactive in dealing with the threat.
REPORTS:
· Fire Chief:  James Roberts turned in the paperwork for the Hollow Fire on Saturday, 1 August 2020. Three (3) firefighters from Wales responded to the fire and he reported that a check for $2,418 would be coming, and the town should get about $1,200 of that. He then went on to say that he'd had few calls from contractors on the fire station and he had been directing everybody to the architect. He also told council members that he now had the bolts to install the basket ball standard and the project would be done soon. He indicated that approximately $2,300 had been donated for the project and they had purchased a good quality basket ball standard.
· Cemetery:  Councilman White reported that the mower was now somewhat functional and that he had received help from Mayor Mitchell and Bryant Jones in getting it to that point. He informed the council that the broken part would cost $800 to replace, and consequently he was trying to baby it along as long as he could. He also reported the addition of two (2) more trash receptacles at the cemetery and that he was dumping them in the town's dumpster when needed. There was some discussion of the on-going problem of use of the town's portable bathroom in the cemetery by traffic going up and down the mountain, but no plan of action was agreed upon.
· Roads:  Councilman Roberts reported that the tractor had been repaired, and though it still had a fuel pump leak, it was running well. He said that Ben Chatwin would be able to get back to mowing and spraying weeds on the road sides. He also reported that he had ordered a number of items in an effort to deal with the traffic problem in front of the Brewer residences on 100 South. He plans to install four 6' wide rubber speed bumps, two of which would be placed in each lane on either side of the existing dip. He also ordered a "25 MPH" speed limit sign and a "Slow, Children at Play" sign to install near the Brewer homes, hoping that will slow down traffic and keep people from just driving around the speed bumps. 
· Water:  Councilman Brotherson reported water revenue for the month of July as $8,124.25. Wendle Roberts, Wales Town Water Superintendent, was able to inform council members that the replacement well currently being drilled was down to a depth of 140'.
· Park:  Councilman Thompson had nothing to report at this time. 
· Mayor:  Mayor Mitchell  reported that the sealed bids for the public safety building were scheduled to be opened at the town hall at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, 18 August 2020 and invited all to be in attendance. Also announced was a 'well construction' meeting with the driller, Sunrise Engineering, the water supervisor and town council, scheduled for 6:00 PM on Wednesday, 19 August 2020. The mayor also reported that work on the bell monument had resumed and that there were plans underway to repair the town's bulletin board located by the mailboxes as well.
Mayor Mitchell made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Brotherson, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM
MINUTES APPROVED:
___________________________

_________________

     Mayor:  Nathan L. Mitchell         


     Date
ATTEST:

__________________________
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     Town Clerk:  Velva Lee Sherman 


     Date
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