NOTICE OF MEETING
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
CITY OF ST. GEORGE
WASHINGTON COUNTY, UTAH
March 5, 2020 - Noon

PRESENT: Kim Campbell, Chairman
Peggy Childs, Member
Brooks Pace, Member
Doug Alder, Member
Paul Iverson, Member
Ed Baca, City Council Member

EXCUSED: Lynne Cobb, Member

CITY STAFF: John Willis, Community Development Director
Dan Boles, Planner 11l
Victoria Hales, Civil Attorney
Genna Goodwin, CDBG Planner |1
Brenda Hatch, Development Office Supervisor

Peggy Childs called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm.
Kim Campbell recognized Alena Franco and Cory Jensen from the state of Utah as well as Jessie
Stocking Washington County Historic Society.

1. DISCUSSION ITEM

Potential national register for historic district.

Alena Franco — St. George is a certified local government which means you can apply for grants
you can nominate buildings to the national register and may other things. | send out notices in
January.

Cory Jensen — We met with Bob Nicholson in about 2000 to talk about a national registration for
the town, nothing has happened on that. I don’t think you guys have applied for any grants
recently. St. George needs to do an update on the existing survey of historical buildings, we
recommend every 10 years. You would want to hire a consultant with the grant money. They
walk around and take pictures and inventory what is in the area.

Brooks Pace — What is the criteria for that?

Cory Jensen — It’s 50 years. It must meet basic criteria it must be 50 years old, keep the historical
integrity and it must have historical significance. A lot of the buildings around here have had
some alterations. You would include all of those if you did a Historic District and the reason is
to give the homeowners benefits. The National register does not place any restrictions on use or



design review, that would all come at the local level. We push the National register because it
comes with benefits like tax credits. It’s a state tax credit for residential properties, commercial
properties are a federal tax credit. We encourage a historic district because it incentivizes
owners to keep up their houses and take pride in neighborhoods. As we drove, we noticed after
you get out of the historical area there are some tracts that have kept the integrity. Once you get
on the outskirts there are more modifications on the buildings, they don’t appreciate the
architecture.

Brooks Pace — The city has made a book of historical homes. If we started picking up everything
post war it would be a lot.

Cory Jensen — You can tailor the survey to the needs. It’s roughly $18-24 per building for
reconnaissance level survey. It takes 4-5 days to do the groundwork and then they print out the
report. You would have to determine how many properties before you apply for the grant. You
will need to put out an RFP for the survey. That’s the best way to do it is breaking it down.
Brooks Pace — The huge growth came in 1970.

Cory Jensen — If your planning office can pull all the properties built before 1970 and get a count
then you could see if it affordable to do the survey. If not, then you would go back in years.

Brooks Pace — The smaller towns are historical; wouldn’t we want it to be more of a county
thing?

Cory Jensen — No because it would be too big. It’s been a long time for St. George, so the first
step is to get that recon survey done. See if you have enough for a district, then go from there.
The historic district you have is local, it’s not a National district.

Kim Campbell — We are hoping to get it started next year.

Cory Jensen — We were thinking from St. George Boulevard to maybe 700 South

John Willis — No, you need to go north up to Diagonal

Cory Jensen — With your grant next year there may be money to do your reconnaissance survey.
Discussion on architecture

Cory Jensen — I don’t know how much the city has set aside to match the grant, but we typically
go for $10,000.00. The same person that does the survey it is best to have them write the historic

nomination form. Once you get to the point of applying for the grant next year let’s talk.

Kim Campbell — We now have a list of all the granaries as well. We are going to shoot for next
year, right John?

John Willis — Yes, assuming council passes it.



2. MINUTES
Consider approval of minutes from the February 27, March 20, April 24, May 15, and
October 16, 2019 meetings.

MOTION: Brooks Pace makes a motion to approve minutes
SECOND: Kim Campbell
AYES: (5)

Kim Campbell, Chairperson
Peggy Childs, Member
Doug Alder, Member

Paul Iverson, Member
Brooks Pace, Member
NAYS: (0)

None

Motion Carries

Discussed Potential Utah Jazz Mural

Brooks Pace — It seems like we should be able to weigh in on it, it’s part of the historic district.
John Willis — We had the whole discussion on murals and our legal department drafted a memo
that says murals are not regulated.

Victoria Hales — We don’t regulate people’s paint.

Brooks Pace — don’t you think that should be regulated, especially in the historic district.

John Willis — It’s very difficult for a city to regulate, if you try to regulate content then you are
regulating the first amendment rights.

Victoria Hales — the way to regulate it is only if it is a commercial sign. If you are regulating
their art, then you are infringing on their first amendment rights.

Discussion on regulation of murals.

Peggy Childs — I would propose that the city move ahead with writing regulations on murals. |
have passed on some policy from Roger Roper.

Victoria Hales — Again we can’t regulate the content.

John Willis — when an ordinance is written it will only regulate the size and type of materials,
discuss maintenance, that one is a little tricky to enforce.

Brooks Pace — So the city approved the Jazz mural?
Victoria Hales — There’s nothing to approve.

John Willis — If you want people to come to this meeting what are you going to review?



Brooks Pace — I think that we would say you can’t have a Jazz mural it would need to be historic.
If we have no way to regulate content, then I think we should ask the council to not allow murals
in the historic district.

John Willis — we will draft an ordinance, once we get it to a point where we think the council can
consider it then we will send it out to the commission for comment.

Kim Campbell — We would like to encourage, not regulate or just tell them a little about what the
historic district is, and then encourage the content.

Brooks Pace — Ancestor Square is part of the historic district and for some reason John Willis
and Kim have decided that they don’t need to regulate the solid adobe building because they are
only 41 years old. Going down the road, my daughter Nikki is here and is the president of the
board for Ancestor Square, going forward we would like a little help with remodels in Ancestor
Square and Green Gate Village.

John Willis — We are just administering the code. We cannot extend beyond what the code says,
it’s not about what we feel. The code gives the commission certain guidelines, we went over the
guidelines and it didn’t check the boxes.

Brooks Pace — The square has been taken over by very unsavory people.

Victoria Hales — We can’t really use the Historic Preservation Commission to insert ourselves
into a private dispute between property owners. We can only get the Historic Preservation
Commission to weigh in on the items that are listed in our code.

Discussion on the Hardy House

3. ADJOURN

MOTION: Peggy Childs makes a motion to adjourn at 1:00 pm
SECOND: Paul lverson
AYES: (5)

Kim Campbell, Chairperson
Peggy Childs, Member

Doug Alder, Member

Paul Iverson, Member

Brooks Pace, Member

NAYS: (0)

None

Motion Carries

Meeting adjourned at 12:37 pm




