

July 15, 2020
Town Board Present:  Mayor Kevin Eldredge, Tony Dinges, Kurt Sawyer & Melissa Poulsen

Staff Present:  Kerry Barney, Dave Barnhurst & Kerri Justus

Public Present:  Guy & Raquel Thompson, Guy Thompson Sr., Ensign Engineering and Mike Theime came at 7:30 pm.

1. Meeting Called to Order


Mayor Eldredge began the meeting at 7pm with Kerry Barney offering the opening prayer and Kurt Sawyer leading those present in the pledge.
2. Approval of June 17, 2020 Meeting Minutes
3. Review June Invoices, checks & financial report

Councilor Dinges motioned to approve the June financials and Councilor Sawyer seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve the invoice for the street signs and Councilor Poulsen seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous. 
4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications


5.1 Ensign Engineering – Master Service Agreement
The master service agreement is just an agreement that Ensign and the town are working together.  The town is not bound to anything except that Ensign is working with them.  The town did this similar agreement 2 years ago.  Everything will still be a task-based contract for the work that is done.  The agreement is just a formality between the town and Ensign.  Ensign will not do any work unless it is authorized.  There is no money exchanged for the agreement, it is just an engagement letter.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve the master service agreement and Councilor Poulsen seconded the motion.


5.2 Possible sale of lease ground to Blackburn Propane
Kevin Eldredge was asking on behalf of Jordan Blackburn to see if the town is still willing to sell the ground to Blackburn Propane.  There needs to be an appraisal done.  Councilor Sawyer wants to make sure the town has the right of way and room for a parking area.  He suggested that the town get the property appraised and advertise the property and put it up to bid.  Raquel Thompson is against the town selling that property.  There are now 9 businesses in town that are based on tourism and she thinks that the property should be kept as a visitor center to advertise for businesses in town.  She does not think there should be an industrial area there and a propane business should be in an industrial area at the north of town where Garkane is.  She doesn’t think that the propane business at its current location is welcome site to town.  Mrs. Thompson feels that the county gave the property to the town and the town should not sell it.  That property is a way for the town to support the businesses. 
Blackburn would like to clean it up and put fences around it and things and wants to be able to do it.  They don’t want to keep paying the lease, they would like to purchase it on their own.  Blackburn did make an agreement a few years ago and wants to move forward on it.  The town council decided at that time that they would rather have a business in town than a visitor center.  Mrs. Thompson feels that the town should hire someone to work at the visitor center 4 days a week from 2-7pm.  The town could pay them $200 a week and they could clean bathrooms, write grants and have the visitor center open and maybe the DUP museum.  Councilor Dinges thinks it would be hard to find someone to do that job.  Mrs. Thompson would write a newspaper ad for the job.  She feels that the town should save the tourism spots they have and have Blackburn go somewhere else.  Mayor Eldredge said that Blackburn has put $4000-$5000 in to the property.  Blackburn is currently paying $500 a month to lease the property. The tourism industry is struggling this year because of COVID-19.  The tourism industry is not a guaranteed thing and the lease is a steady $500 a month income to the town.  Since the property is 5.5 acres Raquel asked if could Blackburn be tucked out of the way behind things.  Mrs. Thompson doesn’t feel like the $5,000 they have put in the property is a lot of money.  Blackburn doesn’t want to put more money in to the property unless they own it.  Kerry Barney feels that if it being marketed as a commercial piece instead of an industrial piece there is a big difference in price.  Blackburn has temporary storage there and the state fire marshall will only allow that for a couple years (and it has been a couple years).  They would have to move it off and put it back on to go for a couple more years.  They would like to pour some cement and put in some permanent storage there.  Mr. Barney feels like it is good for the town to keep the property as an asset to the town.  Councilor Dinges feels that if it is let go the building would go in to disrepair and have a weed patch there instead of a viable business.  Mrs. Thompson would like to have them search out some different property for their business to stay in town.    It was suggested that the town send out a survey to see what the best use would be for that town property.  Kerry Barney feels like the town should get an appraisal done so there is a specific price associated with that property.  Councilor Dinges motioned to get an appraisal on the town property that is currently owned by Blackburn. Councilor Sawyer seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. It will be on the agenda next month and it would be nice to have a representative from Blackburn present. 

5.3 Chip Seal of Roads – CIB or County Proposal
Last week the town of Hatch met with the CIB review board to go over their funding project.  They changed their application this last go around and it caused quite a few headaches.  The town’s intent was for all grant and the board offered a $100,000 loan at 1% interest.  Because CIB has a new tool and computer program the town was not allowed to request what kind of funding they wanted.  Gary Zabriskie thought it would be easy for the town to get grant money, but that was not the case.  Councilor Sawyer said that he was very disappointed.  Garfield County is not considered a contributing county, the other entities were a part of the contributing counties that were offered better funding options than the town There were other communities ahead of us that get a split 70/30 grant/loan combination and they didn’t offer anything to the town.  It was just opposite of what the town wanted.  Mayor Eldredge wouldn’t have tried to pursue it if he didn’t think there was a chance at getting the funding for it.  The next funding meeting will be in October if the town decides to pursue it and then there is the bonding process so that would push the project to next summer.

There is another option that Mayor Eldredge presented.  Garfield County has offered to do the project at 0% interest but the town has to come up with$60,000 up front and then pay the $40,000 over a 3-year period. 
Ensign Engineering worked up an analysis to see what would be the best plan for the town to pursue at this time.  The CIB money would leave some money there for future projects and the county project would drain the fund at this time.  The town would have to respectfully decline the funding package from CIB if they decided not to go that route.  The town of Hatch receives $14,000 annually for their B&C road fund.  The town would drain all their funding that they have managed to accrue if they go with the county plan.  The CIB option lets the town keep their money and pay a small interest fee, an extended option.   It is just a matter of if the town is going to pay the money now or later.  Ensign recommend that the town uses the Garfield County plan to get it done this year and with 0% interest.  We always planned on Garfield County doing the project.  If the CIB money is used that may change things because they usually do a bunch of chip sealing projects at the same time. Councilor Sawyer feels like the town should just move forward with doing the project through the county.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to go with the county plan and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.  This will just be for the town’s current roads, not the new roads that they were trying to do.  Councilor Dinges wondered if the contractors have been contacted to trade for some of the water that they are using for road base or something else to help with our roads.  Councilor Sawyer will contact them. 

5.4 Sign Invoice & Installation
The signs were $906 and have been delivered.
6. Ordinances
7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – Water Usage
For the month of June 2020, we used 460,000 from well #5 and 1.156 million gallons from well #4 for a total of 1.616 gallons.  The road construction has used a lot of water over the last 3 months.  The storage is adequate, the tank is filling up about twice a day but things are fine with the water.  
No one has contacted the town to change the account on the Lowder house.  There was a note left a month ago and the town hasn’t heard anything.  The water was left on, it has not been turned off.  Councilor Sawyer will get the number to contact her.


7.2 Fire Department-

7.3 Road Department- 

7.4 Parks & Recreation-


7.4.a 24th Celebration
The parade will go a little farther this year and turn around at the Dutton’s so there will be a little more space to social distance.  The parade is at 9am.  Councilor Poulsen will have the sign up at the post office.  There will be the DIP run starting at 7am and a flag ceremony at 8am and then the parade.  The roasts will need to be pre-ordered and available to pick up that night.  Councilor Poulsen got gift bags to give to the kids in the parade instead of having people throw out candy in the parade.  There will be a movie in the park that night at 9pm.  The shirts have been a hit and a lot have been sold already.  

The slides should be here within the month so we can replace them. 


7.5 Grants-
The town had a phone call for the funding for the drainage plan, we should here back by August 1st.


7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission
The planning & zoning commission reviewed the conditional use permits last night and it was good to have all of that information. There is an issue with Heather Scholz’ permit but the rest of them look good.  There were 12 conditional use permits turned in.
Eric Mortenson has the lots next to Layton Barney’s house.  They would like to put 17 tiny homes on the property.  He has turned in some information to the planning & zoning commission.  He would need to have 50% open space.  The planning & zoning needs to review this before it comes to the council.  Mr. Mortenson wanted to know if the town likes the design of the homes.  He needs to go by the codes and meet the regulations.

8. Unfinished Business
The town council needs to come at 6pm on Thursday to season and wrap the meat to put in the pit.

9. New Business

10. Adjournment
The 19th of August will be the next meeting.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to adjourn and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 
2

