Emery Town, Utah
“A Better Life”
Town Council
July 8, 2020

Members Present
Mayor Amy Sundstrom; Council Person Pat Sundstrom; Council Person Sam Payne; Councilperson Lindsay Edwards; Council Person Mike Christensen
Others in Attendance
Cheryl Johnson; Liberty Mason
Call to Order
Amy called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm; led the meeting in the U.S. Pledge of Allegiance.
Public Budget Hearing
Sam reported that budget changes that were made since last meeting maintain budget neutrality – they merely reassigned Pioneer Day Celebration funds.  Amy opened the floor for input and questions from council members and the public.  There were neither questions nor input.
Pat made a motion to accept both the General Fund and Enterprise Fund budgets as presented.  Lindsay seconded the motion.  Amy: aye, Sam: aye, Pat: aye, Lindsay: aye, Mike: aye.  Motion passed – General Fund Budget and Enterprise Fund Budgets both approved.
Pat moved to adjourn the Public Hearing.  Sam seconded the motion.  Amy: aye, Sam: aye, Pat: aye, Lindsay: aye, Mike: aye.  Motion passed – public hearing adjourned.
Minutes
Pat made a motion to accept the June 2020 minutes with one grammatical correction. Mike seconded the motion.  Amy: aye, Sam: aye, Pat: aye, Lindsay: aye, Mike: aye.  Motion passed.  June 2020 Meeting Minutes approved.
Open Invoice Report
Pat questioned the Jones Ace Hardware bills, Liberty reported that they were for concrete and sprinklers.  Pat made a motion to pay the bills, Mike seconded the motion.  Mayor called for a roll call Amy: aye, Sam: aye, Pat: aye, Lindsay: aye, Mike: aye.  Motion passed – all open invoices reported are approved for payment.
Mayor Report
Mayor was unable to attend the Public Lands and the County Commissioner meetings this month.  She’ll resume attending next month.

Fire Chief Vacancy
Amy announced that Andrew Childs resigned as Fire Chief and recommend that Justin Childs be reinstated as Fire Chief.  She explained that Carrie Childs would not resume the position of secretary.   Pat agreed this arrangement would be good and would hopefully mitigate friction between Fire Department and Town administration. Sam reminded the council that it may be unwise to keep key Fire Department roles within one family.  He recommended Jack Funk as a candidate due to Jack’s skills in organizing and leadership. Amy explained that her recommendation of Justin was based on his experience rather than his family relations. Pat suggested that Jack Funk apply for the position if he wanted to, but observed that Jack is not a current member of the Fire Department (in any capacity).
Pat moved to appoint Justin Childs as Fire Chief.  Lindsay seconded the motion.  Amy: aye, Sam: nay, Pat: aye, Lindsay: aye, Mike: aye.  Motion passed – Justin Childs will be appointed Fire Chief. 
CARES Funding
Amy reported that Emery will receive a CARES Act grant from the US Government of approximately $28,000. CARES funding will be used to purchase supplies and services directly related to the COVID pandemic. Excess monies will be pooled with Emery County funds and be disbursed via a local grant process to local businesses demonstrating a negative impact from the pandemic.  Emery County will administer these grants.
 Amy asked for volunteers to attend future CARES Act meetings with her.  Lindsay volunteered.
Recreation Center Locks and Keys
Amy requested that the Rec Center be rekeyed.  At present, there are two different keyed locks; also many town members possess illicit keys giving them unauthorized access.  Rekeying the locks will solve both problems.  No motion was made.
Collections of Delinquent Utility Bills
Amy explained that Emery needs to update its policies and procedures regarding delinquent utility accounts.  Some customers have moved from one home to another and have left large delinquent accounts unpaid.  Because accounts in the new location are opened under a different family member’s name, there is no recourse to collect the delinquent balance.  Council decided to seek advice from the town’s Legal Council.
Discussion was held regarding accounts that are delinquent with regards to “glitches” in the meters.  
The Bill Stansfield bill was determined to be a result of faulty pipes that Mr. Stansfield promptly repaired all leaks immediately upon learning about them.  
Pat moved to dismiss 100% of the delinquent charges shown on the Bill Stansfield account.  Mike seconded the motion.  Amy: aye, Sam: aye, Pat: aye, Lindsay: aye, Mike: aye.  Motion passed – Stansfield bill reset to $0.

Pat Sundstrom
Pat noted that Emery is on “the high side of middle” with regard to water usage, but that we are not at risk of exceeding our allotted amount of water.   He reported that the CVSSD approved and implemented a rate increase for water overage use.  The new rate for exceeding residential limits is $1.90; and the rate for exceeding rural is $2.00.  Pat advised that these expenses be paid by any citizen who incurs them rather than be paid by the city.  A Public Hearing will be scheduled for the August 12th meeting.
Sam Payne
Sam reported that the budget looks good.  He noticed that there seems to be a spending increase by maintenance.  Amy explained that the town has a small fund set aside for maintenance and town improvement projects.  Sam recommended that we have Terry submit a plan for how he anticipates using these funds.  Lindsay said it would be great to use them to remodel the bathrooms at the city park.
Mike Christensen
All is well with building and zoning.  No new news.
Lindsay Edwards
The Historical Committee has chosen an architectural firm to help with renovations of the Old Church.  They’ll begin with an assessment of the foundation.  Mary Ellen is doing excellent work in finding grants to help fund the renovation and is currently seeking $3000 to meet some grant requirements.  Suggestions were made to approach the LDS Church repeatedly as a “squeaky wheel” approach seems to work well with them.
The areas around the dumpsters is looking good – much cleaner and “people are finding the piles” of where to discard used tires and appliances.
Amy reported that the Council of Governments is currently paying the tippage costs for roll off dumpsters, but that they would like to have cities begin sharing those costs.  Discussions are still underway within the COG as to whether cities will pay rates based on a per-ton or a per-container basis.
Adjournment
Pat made a motion to adjourn.  Lindsay seconded the motion.   Amy: aye, Sam: aye, Pat: aye, Lindsay: aye, Mike: aye. 
Amy K. Sundstrom / Mayor                                                                     Attest: Liberty Mason/Recorder 
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