PLAIN CITY COUNCIL



MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING


AUGUST 6, 2020

The City Council of Plain City convened in a regular meeting at City Hall on Thursday, August 6, 2020, public was accessible via ZOOM beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Present:
Mayor Jon Beesley, Councilmembers Chad Allen, Rachael Beal, Buddy Sadler, Don Weston and Todd Skeen. 
Staff Present:

Diane Hirschi, Dan Schuler, Mike Kerswell
Present:


Jarod Maw, Lt Mark Horton
Attendance via Zoom:
Jim and Carol Jean Beesley, Cody Rhees, Rob Ortega, Mayvis, Val Sanders, Bristol and Madison, Ashley, Sean Jones, Scott and Jennifer Read, Linda Youngdell, Rob B.
Call to Order:  


Mayor Beesley
Pledge of Allegiance:  

Councilmember Skeen
Invocation/Moment of Silence:  
Councilmember Allen
Approval of Minutes from July 16, 2020
Councilmember Sadler moved to approve the minutes from the work meeting and the regular meeting of the City Council on July 16, 2020 as presented.  Councilmember Allen seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Beal, Sadler, Weston and Skeen voted aye.  The motion carried.
Comments:  Public
None presented.
Report from Youth Council

Mayor Beesley reported that the Plain City Youth Council has been meeting periodically through the COVID-19 health crisis.  He indicated that they will begin to send a representative to City Council meetings when their regular schedule resumes.       
Report from Planning Commission
Planning Commission Chairman, Jarod Maw reported that final approval of the Heritage North subdivision, approx. 4008 W 2800 N, was recommended by the Commission at their July 23rd meeting.  He noted that the item is presently on the City Council meeting agenda.  He commented on a lengthy discussion about amendments to the Residential Overlay Zone ordinance, that took place in the same Planning Commission meeting. Councilmember Allen remarked on utility service conduit in new subdivisions and queried about possible code stipulations that would requiring a developer to install such provisions.  Jarod Maw suggested that the requirement could be included in Public Works Standards.  He contemplated tactics for conveying fiber-optics to existing homes. Councilmember Sadler requested that the Planning Commission review a Public Works Standard, requiring the provision of a utility conduit in their next meeting. Jarod Maw agreed to review/discuss the matter during the August 13th Planning Commission meeting.  
Discussion/Motion:  Waive Rental Fee for Pioneer Park – Fremont Football
Mayor Beesley indicated that Johanne Holmes - a Fremont High School Football player’s mother - asked the Council to waive the Pioneer Park bowery rental fee for a once-weekly team gathering, through months of the football season (August – October).  He mentioned that the City is charged for their activities held on Fremont High School property, but the waiver is requested by parents of the players and not the School or School District. Councilmember Allen advised that the waiver should be brought to the attention of Fremont High School administrators. Councilmember Allen moved to Waive Pioneer Park Rental Fees for Fremont High School Football Team activities.  Councilmember Weston seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Beal, Sadler, Weston and Skeen voted aye.  The motion carried.
Discussion/Motion:  Final Approval of Heritage North Subdivision – 4008 W 2800 N – 22 lots

Mayor Beesley referred to the final Heritage North plat drawing and exhibited particulars associated with the proposed detention/retention basin.  He explained how the purchase of Weber County property (Parcels 19-025-0012 and 19-025-0057) will influence the subdivision arrangement by allowing a regional detention basin to be built.  He noted that engineering and updated drawings will be provided by the developer after Final Approval of the subdivision is granted.  He listed difficulties posed by a retention basin on private property.  Councilmember Sadler pointed out that the property comprising the proposed detention/retention basin has been restricted from any further development.  He voiced approval of replacing the basin on the private parcel with a regional detention resource.  He questioned if the City’s purchase of Weber County land expressly for this purpose and benefit will set a difficult precedent.  He noted that curb, gutter and sidewalk designations are not shown on the presented plat.  He reported that a Planning Commissioner told him that the boundary of Parcel 19-025-0057 appears to run through an existing barn on Weber County maps. Project developer, Cody Rhees maintained that the existing structure is not an obstacle.  He remarked on plans to purchase Weber County parcels and expounded the intended construction of a regional detention basin. Councilmember Weston commented on the broad use of a regional detention pond by future subdivisions.  He suggested that developers of said projects be assessed part of the City’s acquisition expense. Mayor Beesley affirmed that Cody Rhees will be investing significantly more than the City’s cost for the parcels to provide the regional stormwater system. Councilmember Sadler asserted that engineering for the detention basin and a plat drawing showing curb, gutter, and sidewalk locations must be presented to the Council before final approval can be granted.  Cody Rhees recognized the refinements to be made on the final drawings and assured that the details will be provided.  Councilmember Sadler moved to table Final Approval of Heritage North Subdivision – 4008 W 2800 N – 22 lots.  Councilmember Allen seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Beal, Sadler, Weston and Skeen voted aye.  The motion carried.
Discussion/Motion:  Purchase Property (Parcels 19-025-0012 and 19-025-0057)

Mayor Beesley described the location of Parcels 19-025-0012 and 19-025-0057. Councilmember Sadler remarked on parameters used to figure the value of the Weber County parcels to be purchased.  He submitted that a type of Pioneer Payment could be assessed for use of the regional detention basin. Councilmember Sadler moved to approve Purchase of Property (Parcels 19-025-0012 and 19-025-0057).  Councilmember Allen seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Beal, Sadler, Weston and Skeen voted aye.  The motion carried. 
Discussion/Motion:  Residential Sewer Rates

Mayor Beesley acknowledged the effort put forth by Councilmember Weston and Councilmember Sadler to contrive this pay-per-use model for Residential Sewer Rates.  He presented a chart that was created by City Recorder, Diane Hirschi, characterizing the impact of the proposed program on household monthly sewer bills.  He noted variations in the amount residents would be charged, compared to the existing flat fee structure.  He expressed accord with the intended fairness of the proposed pay-per-use model, but admitted he has reservations because some residents will see a sizeable utility cost increase. Councilmember Sadler thanked Diane Hirschi for the informative data, indicating that the chart demonstrates to him that commercial sewer rates should be adjusted to equal residential rates.  Councilmember Weston asserted that making sewer rates fair, across the board, is the point of this billing approach.  Mayor Beesley determined that one household in the sampling used for the diagram, would face a monthly sewer bill increase of nearly 200% under the new statute.  Councilmember Weston reported that he has become more conscious of his household water usage and has made an effort to conserve while formulating this pay-per-use proposal.  He expected that citizens will likely use less water when their sewer bill is directly impacted.  Mayor Beesley commented on a calculable decrease in City sewer budget revenues due to public water conservation actions.  Councilmember Weston stated; the sewer rate (per gallon) can be increased if a reduction in water consumption causes revenue shortfalls.  Councilmember Beal disagreed with the concept, inferring that it penalizes residents for conserving water.  Councilmember Sadler reasoned that a reduction of culinary water use would represent a reduction of flow through the sewer system, thus lessening treatment and maintenance costs.

Mayor Beesley indicated that reduced flow will have very little influence on sewer treatment and system maintenance costs. Councilmember Weston expressed his opinion that a pay-per-use system is better than the flat rate system, currently in place for sewer billing. Councilmember Sadler asserted; those producing less stress on the sewer system will continue to subsidize households that affect greater demand if the billing structure is not altered.  He suggested that the pay-per-use schedule may motivate individuals to change their poor water-usage behaviors.  Mayor Beesley deduced that half of Plain City’s population will see higher sewer bills, should the pay-per-use schedule be adopted. Councilmember Allen agreed with Councilmember Weston’s claim that a pay-per-use system is better than the flat rate system, currently in place for sewer billing.  He explained that he understood and accepted the ramifications of building a home the size he did – higher utility costs, included.  He stated; people that make choices that result in higher household water-usage should not expect others to subsidize their sewer service bill.  He commented on family planning factors.  He weighed instituting an ongoing assessment of revenue and adjustment of the sewer rate by Bona Vista, as they process monthly statements.  Councilmember Sadler outlined provisions in the rate structure that allow households without a secondary water source to lock in a winter usage quotient. Revenue fluctuation was discussed at length.  Rate review and adjustment procedures were contemplated. Councilmember Beal favored the pay-per-use concept, relating personal experience with similar policies fostered by the military. Councilmember Skeen expressed support of the proposed billing arrangement. Councilmember Sadler moved to approve Resolution 2020-08 Residential Sewer Rate of .00442/Gallon (metered culinary water), beginning November 1, 2020 – with winter rate exemptions to be considered as of March 1, 2021.  Councilmember Allen seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Beal, Sadler, Weston and Skeen voted aye.  The motion carried.   
Discussion/Motion:  Recycle/Yard Waste Container Monthly Fee

Mayor Beesley informed; according to figures provided by trash hauler, Econo Waste, 90% of Plain City residents must participate in the new green waste program for the fees to equal those for current curb-side recycling.  He commented on opt-out terms and the transitional use of green waste containers during winter months. Councilmember Allen spoke of an original program agreement made with Econo Waste.  He considered newly presented stipulations to be objectionable.  
Econo Waste owner, Val Sanders presumed that a large majority of Plain City residents will readily participate in the new green waste program.  He remarked on actual hauling expenses.  He expressed concern over a loosely drafted opt-out rider.  He noted that the agreement was made before opt-out terms were added by the City. Councilmember Weston agreed that most residents will embrace the new program.  He mentioned tipping fee increases resulting from grass clippings that are sent to the transfer station. Councilmember Sadler stated that there has always been an opt-out clause in the existing curb-side recycling campaign. Mayor Beesley suggested that the fee can be adjusted to compensate for lapses in participation numbers.  He proposed that the new green waste program be launched as soon as possible.                        Councilmember Sadler moved to set the Recycle/Yard Waste Container Monthly Fee at $3.65 per month.  Councilmember Allen seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Beal, Sadler, Weston and Skeen voted aye.  The motion carried.   
Discussion/Motion:  Recycle/Yard Waste Information Letter to Residents

Mayor Beesley previewed a draft of the letter that will be distributed to residents, informing them of the City’s new Recycle/Yard Waste arrangement.  He noted that details, such as a start date, are to be decided by the Council at this meeting.  He described instructional stickers that will be placed on current recycle (blue) cans - designating them as yard waste cans.  Councilmember Allen recommended the start date be after September 1, 2020. Councilmember Beal suggested that the letter should specify September 2, 2020 as the start date. Mayor Beesley commented on probable disorders, as the program is initiated.  Councilmember Sadler counseled that an explanation for the terminating of curb-side recycling should be included in the letter.  He recommended that the “No Bag” policy for green waste be highlighted, someway. Mayor Beesley indicated that this letter will be hand delivered to every household, along with the instructional stickers. Councilmember Allen moved to approve the Recycle/Yard Waste Information Letter to Residents, amended as discussed.  Councilmember Skeen seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Beal, Sadler, Weston and Skeen voted aye.  The motion carried.                 
Motion:
Approval of Business Licenses
None.
Motion:  Approval of Warrant Register
See warrant register dated 07/16/2020 to 07/31/2020. Councilmember Allen moved to approve and pay the bills as presented.  Councilmember Sadler seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Allen, Beal, Sadler, Weston and Skeen voted aye.  The motion carried.
Report from City Council 
Councilmember Skeen reported that the outgoing speed limit sign at the landfill is missing and remarked on the status of a proposal for a new evaporative cooler at the Fire Station.  

Councilmember Weston gave a progress report on sewer lagoon maintenance work.  He spoke of recent test results that show effective system performance at minimized capacity.  

Councilmember Sadler reported that overgrown weeds and construction materials are obstructing the sidewalk near Sunflower Estates.  He noted that the path is used by school children and should be cleared before the schoolyear starts.  He indicated that some vacant lots in the Sunflower Estates subdivision have excessive overspreading of weeds and recommended that the developer be directed to mow them down.
Councilmember Beal reported a citizen’s complaint about a substandard structure being used for an irrigation ditch crossing.  She stated that she tried to contact the president of Plain City Irrigation but was unable to reach him by phone.  She requested assistance from Public Works Director, Dan Schuler and pledged to continue to reach out to the District.  She instructed that there is a sidewalk on the other side of the road.
Mayor Beesley reported meeting with developers about new projects slated for construction in Plain City.  He indicated that an improved Residential Overlay Zone ordinance will soon be presented to the Council for approval.  He voiced appreciation for the Planning Commission for their help.  He commended the Public Works Department for a job well done.  He expressed thanks to the office staff for outstanding operations management and insightful guidance. 

At 8:45 p.m. Councilmember Beal moved to adjourn and was seconded by Councilmember Weston seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.

                                                                                         ______________________________________
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