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Utah Fish Health Policy Board (FHPB)
24 May 2013

The Utah Fish Health Policy Board (FHPB) met at 10:00 a.m. at the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food building in Salt Lake City, Utah on 24 September 2013.

The Following Board members were present: Bruce L. King, DVM (State Veterinarian / Animal Industry Director), Dr. R. Paul Evans, BYU - Microbiology & Molecular Biology, Neal Barker (Aquaculture Representative), Paul Dremann (Sport Fish Representative), Robert Judd (Aquaculture Representative).
Other attendees: Dr. Chris Wilson (DWR – Fish Pathologist), Wade Cavender (UDWR), Krissy Wilson (UDWR), Bill Durler (UDAF), Robert Dibblee (Trout Unlimited), Rory Reynolds (DWR), Geoff Smith (USU), Natasha Wilson (USU), Martin Bushman (Utah Attorney General’s Office), Mark Martin (UDAF).

Call to order, welcome and introductions

Approval of the minutes / summary from September 18, 2012

Dr. King motioned that the minutes from the previous meeting on 18 September 2012 be approved. The vote was unanimous in favor of approving the minutes.

Election of FHPB Chairman

Dr. King informed the Board that the two positions for the Utah Fish Health Policy Board were still pending approval by the Governor’s office.

A motion was made by Robert Judd to vote on an Interim Chair rather than wait for a full Board. The motion was approved for Dr. King to be the Interim Chair until the two Board positions were approved by the Governor’s office.

Natasha Wilson – Crayfish variance

Natasha Wilson is requesting a variance to compare the physiological and behavioral differences between crayfish species with varying historical exposure to toads. She will be working with red swamp crayfish and virile crayfish. One benefit of this study will be to help improve understanding of interactions between crayfish and toxic amphibian prey. In addition, this will be the first study to compare crayfish from habitats with and without toads. In terms of risk management, all crayfish will be housed securely to eliminate the risk of escape. A closed circuit of water will be used. All crayfish will be humanely euthanized at the end of the research project. The variance was amended so that Jeff Smith (USU) can continue to work further on this study after Natasha is finished with the study. The variance request was unanimously approved by the Board.

Krissy Wilson - Living Planet Aquarium variance

The purpose of this variance is to obtain fish from various sources within Utah and transfer them to quarantine tanks for isolation/treatment. The fish will then be transferred to display aquaria at Living Planet Aquarium for public viewing /education. Currently, fish from several of the anticipated sources are not health approved, hence the need for the variance. A condition was put forth by the board to amend the variance to obtain fish first from a disease free certified facility before getting them from the wild. Furthermore, it was suggested that any wild fish come from within the State of Utah. The variance request passed unanimously.


Dr. Chris Wilson - Horsethief Pond / June sucker variance

Both of these variances are similar. They both seek to allow stocking of fish into Horsethief Pond and Utah Lake without specific testing for Myxobolus cerebralis, the whirling disease parasite. Fish from Horsethief Pond are being raised in ponds supplied by water from the Colorado River, which is positive for the whirling disease parasite. In addition, June suckers destined for Utah Lake would be raised in ponds supplied by water from the large spring pond on the east side of Highway 89, which is positive as well for the whirling disease parasite. In both cases the species of fish being raised are non-salmonid, which are not susceptible to the whirling disease parasite. Additionally, closed loop water will be used in these two cases. UDAF (Fish Health) has to verify that the water is pathogen free water for transport. The variance requests were unanimously approved by the board.

Bob Dibblee - "Trout in the classroom" variance

The Utah Council of Trout Unlimited is seeking a variance for trout eggs from health approved sources to be transferred to approved schools without a fish health inspection at each school/classroom. It is not feasible to provide a fish health inspection on very small numbers of fish in these classroom aquariums. The transfer of the trout eggs will be in pathogen-free water in a chilled isolation tank or aquarium for hatch and growth as part of an overall aquatic animal experience. At the end of the school year, the fish could be stocked into UDWR designated low-risk water (such as community fishery water) without having to undergo further fish health testing. The variance request passed unanimously.

Rules for Electronic Meetings

Dr. King recommended that suggested rule changes for electronic meetings be a discussion item for the next Fish Health Policy Board meeting. This was approved.

Utah Aquaculture Association — AIS discussion

Neal Barker and Robert Judd motioned that the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program be monitored by the Fish Health Policy Board. They recommended that the Board have “a voice” in upcoming decisions. Dr. Chris Wilson suggested that an entirely new Policy Board be set up to oversee the AIS program. Martin Bushman proposed that the Board should not monitor AIS activities. Dr. Paul Evans stated that he believed the AIS program should be incorporated into the Board. This topic will be reviewed and re-addressed at the next Board meeting.

Next meeting date

The next Fish Health Policy Board meeting date is scheduled for September 17, 2013 at 11:00 AM in the 2nd floor Conference room at UDAF in Salt Lake City.

Adjourned 

Attachments

1. Natasha Wilson variance approval letter.
2. Andy Allison variance approval letter.
3. Bob Dibblee variance approval letter.
4. Krissy Wilson variance approval letter.
5. Krissy Wilson variance approval letter.

