


Meadow Town Council Meeting
July 21, 2020
Conference Call Due to COVID-19
7:00 p.m.



Those in Attendance:
Mayor: Lynette Madsen
Council Members:  Dustan Starley, CJ Stott 
Channing Stott was attending by telephone.  
Clerk:  Lynette Bond
Treasurer:  Monica Dearden 
Absent: Tyson Dewolf 
Others Attending:  Lynn Bond, Tony Cowley, Mark Cowley, Lloyd Robison, Ron 
Heard, Kyle Thurman and JD Freeman
This meeting was scheduled to be a teleconference, but due to connection issues, it was moved to the Firehouse at the last minute.  This caused the meeting to start 15 minutes later than scheduled.     
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:15pm.  She then opened the meeting with prayer. 
-Minutes of the June Budget Hearing were reviewed by the Council.   Dustan moved to approve the minutes.  CJ seconded and the motion carried.
-Minutes of the June meeting were reviewed by the Council.  CJ moved to approve the minutes. Dustan seconded and the motion carried. 

Accounting Report:  
-The Clerk went over the June claims with the board. See attached listings. CJ moved to pay the bills. Dustan seconded and the motion carried.  
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Departments:

Water: 
-Channing reported that he and Lynn are working on the fitting that is needed to allow the fire trucks to fill from the well on 400 East rather than taking our drinking water from the hydrants.  During the last fire, because the local people hooked up to the hydrant, the BLM and others did as well.  This takes valuable drinking water out of the system and could drain the tanks in times of low water intake.  Channing is taking steps to get this problem corrected.  He is getting ahold of Jim Giles first to let the fire people know that they need to check with town before hooking on to the well or hydrants and he is also making sure that the well shed is locked somehow so they can’t just turn it on without checking with the Town.  He is waiting on parts to finish the well shed.  Mark suggested placing a flow meter on the line somewhere to meter how much water the fire trucks use from the well.  Tony said the well pumps 230 gallons per minute.   They could also keep track of how many loads they take and how many gallons the trucks hold.   Channing said that it won’t hurt the well to run, it needs to be run anyway.    The Town needs to capture what they are using, somehow, so payment can be made for what they use.   The Town or irrigation shareholders should get paid for the water they used.  
-Channing also said that many people are using a lot of water.   The residents need to realize the value of the water in dry seasons and conserve.  
-Tony said it would be a good idea to test the new pump that was just purchased, to make sure it works before the warranty is expired, because it may be a long time before it is put into use. 
Electric:  
-Dustan reported that Flowell Electric will start on the big line next month.  
-There has been power wired to the big spruce tree on Center and Main because it was used for lights during the Christmas season.  Flowell Electric was in Kanosh recently, so they stopped by and removed the power to the tree. 
Roads: 
-No business for this meeting. 
Park and Cemetery:
-Tony asked about the bill that was read last month to service the park lawn mower for $307.00.  He thought that seemed extremely high.  He said that $200 of that bill was for labor.  Why was it so high?  Monica explained that the seat needed repair so there was welding and other repairs that were needed included in that amount.  The Mayor then asked where the bills for servicing the cemetery mower was and Lynn said there aren’t any because he services it himself.  The Mayor then asked the Clerk to add discussion on possibly receiving new bids for the park and cemetery which would include what maintenance and service would be provided or hired, to the next agenda.   Discussion followed.   
-Question was also brought up about a new chain saw that was purchased for the park.  Discussion then followed about what the purchasing policy requires and if prior approval for the $800 chain saw should have been provided.  The Mayor and the Treasurer said that this purchase was discussed in the budget planning that was done in the May Council Meeting and that this item was budgeted for. 
Fire: 
-There was no fire business this meeting.
Planning and Zoning: 
-Mayor Madsen said that the Planning and Zoning Committee is still on standby waiting for the time that they can meet together safely, and Mark said that if anything needs to be addressed in the meantime to let him know.   
Building Permits:  
-There was no business this meeting. 
Other Business: 
-Discussion on the trees that Thurman’s and Freeman Machine own under the power lines was held.  Dustan said that as he looked at the trees, some of the branches are ok with the power lines for this year, but by next year something will need to be done.  Kyle said that the trees predated the light poles and power line so he felt that the Town should be responsible.  Lloyd said that this information is not correct, that the light poles and power line were there long before the trees were planted.  Kyle then asked if the power line could be put under ground.  Dustan said no, buried lines open a whole set of other problems.  If the line needs repair, there is no way of knowing where the problem is without opening up the whole line.   Kyle did do some work on the tree branches.  He also thought that he had been told that the town would pay half of his expense if he had to do more.  The Mayor said that this is not what she said, that she said it would be a council decision.   Channing then explained that there are others in town that have had the same issues and have paid it themselves and that it is not right to have the whole town pay for removal of a homeowner’s trees.  Also what is done for one has to be done for all.  Kyle will consider his options and get back with the Mayor.  Lloyd mentioned that he has repaired the lines twice in the last ten years because of the Thurman’s trees, the last time being in 2017.
JD said that only one tree is on his property, the rest are on town property.    The north and middle trees are the biggest problems and they are the Town’s.  JD’s tree is the shortest he said, and it is not bothering the line that he can see.  Dustan said that part of it is and that it is low to the sidewalk so people can’t walk under it.  JD will trim them up to where someone can walk under them.  The Town will take care of the trees on the Town property and JD would like them to trim his tree while they are there and leave all that can be used for firewood for his use.  Mayor Madsen will check with Casey and let JD know what the cost may be to him.   Dustan thinks that they should just take the trees out completely rather than keep trimming them.  Dustan moved to take out the north and center trees that are on the town property.   
-Discussion was then held about the spruce tree on Main and Center.  Stephanie Hone contacted the Mayor about the debris and mess it leaves when the wind blows for her in her yard, and believes it is a liability to the Town.  The Mayor said that a spruce should live to about 40-60 years old and this tree is past its prime.  
Dustan mentioned that the last time removing this tree was brought up, the residents of the town objected to it.  Many feel that it is part of the Town’s history.  Tony asked if anyone knew the history.  It was brought over from Kanosh in the 1950’s to serve as a Town Christmas Tree.  He said it took much care at the time to keep it alive and has sentimental value to many of the Meadow citizens.   It was tradition to adorn it with lights every Christmas season.  
Dustan suggested that if we are going to go to the effort to trim it, then just cut it to the ground.  
Mayor mentioned the spruce trees in the park are now used for Christmas lighting and the Town could add to that.  
Tony then cautioned that when spray is applied to the park lawn, to be careful around the pine trees as the roots are shallow and the spray could kill the trees. 
Dustan moved to remove all four trees to the ground.  Channing seconded and all voted in favor.   
  
Adjournment:  Dustan moved to adjourn.  CJ seconded and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.
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