


BEAR RIVER CITY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
July 2, 2020
7:00 pm Civic Center

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Jeff Dallin, Jared Holmgren, Josh Dallin, Brian Anderson, Riggin Holmgren, Clerk Sue Holmgren.

VISITORS: Gil Miller, Todd Grandstaff, Brooke Denkers, Breisha Whitley, Brandon Whitley

ABSENT:  Council Member Scott Ritter

Welcome by Mayor Dallin

Opening Ceremony:  Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation by Clerk Andreasen

Mayor Dallin would like to thank all the members of the Council, Planning Commission as well as Clerk Holmgren and Andreasen for the hours, efforts and volunteer hours that are put in to our town.  Decisions that are made are not always appreciated by everybody.  Mayor Dallin stated he believes we are a good team and work well together.

1.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting falls on August 6, 2020. 

2.  MINUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from June 4, 2020 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes of June 4, 2020 be approved.   Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.    All voted in approval.

3.  SERGEANT BLANCHARD:   Mayor Dallin has not been in contact with Deputy Blanchard.  We are being assigned a new deputy soon.

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  Planning Commission Chairperson Gil Miller asked if he could talk about the Grand Haven Subdivision during the public comment unless it was on the Agenda.  Clerk Holmgren stated, no one asked her to put it on the Agenda.  Gil stated the engineers report had a few things that needed to be fixed, but they were all minor.  It was proposed there be a home owner association to be put in place to take care of the sewer and secondary water system.  Gil has done some research on home owners associations.  He has found that it is only effective if there are approximately 30 homes worth about $1,000,000 per home.  Gil would like to suggest to the engineers that the responsibility for the sewer and secondary water systems from the diversion box to the house and the sewer connection to the house, be the homeowners responsibility.  These items suggested will be recorded with the lot, so it shows on the recorded map at the County.  Mayor and Council agree this would be the way to go.  Gil will make this proposal to the engineer tomorrow.  This cannot be voted on at tonight's council meeting because it was not on the agenda.  Gil stated that he thinks it could be sent out in an email for the council to vote electronically.  Council Member R Holmgren asked how the secondary water was going to work.  Gil stated the system would be piped and then there would be boxes where the water would come out.  Mayor Dallin asked about the perk tests that were done on the field where the subdivision is going in.  Gil stated the geo tech said they didn't need the test holes because the water table was so high.  The plans call for the foundation footing be 6 inches above the ground.  Todd stated there will be no basements allowed in the subdivision because of the high water table.  Mayor Dallin stated that Gil will collect the proper information that the council would need to vote on and email it to Clerk Holmgren and then she will email it out to the Council Members to vote on.  Then it will be placed on the next Council Meeting Agenda.

5.  FINAL PLAT REVIEW AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL FOR THE DENKERS SUBDIVISION:  Gil stated that everything has been threw the engineers and have been taken care of.  There is nothing left to be addressed.  Council Member Anderson stated there is a development agreement that still needs to be taken care of, but we are not going to hold them up from moving forward because of it.  The Planning Commission has approved the Denkers Subdivision.  Clerk Holmgren asked for the subdivision application and supporting documents to be filed.  Breisha said she would bring it in on Monday.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the Denkers Subdivision with the agreement that the Application and supporting documents are turned into the office.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

6.  REVIEW & POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF THE SEWER ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS: The Council reviewed the amended Sewer Ordinance.  Clerk Andreasen wanted to make sure that Council Member J Holmgren read threw section 6 and agreed with the changes.  Council Member J Holmgren did read through Section 6 and agreed with the changes.  Section 7 second paragraph City Attorney Jay Springer suggested to change where it says ownership or maintenance to ownership and maintenance.  Page 5, section d the town added having a hearing officer be appointed (Craig Call) to decide whether or not it is a hardship.  There is also a definition for a hearing officer added. The "hearing officer" is a person appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the council to hear and decide matters which are assigned to the hearing officer in this ordinance.  The appointment may be for a specified term of not more than two years or a hearing officer may be appointed as needed from time to time to hear a specific matters.   Page 7, Section 7.7 Deferments Clerk Andreasen wanted to make sure 10 years is what the council wanted.  They agreed this is correct.  We also needed to create a Sewer Connection Permit Application. 
This was created based off from Section 6 from the Sewer Ordinance.  Council agreed it looked good.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the Sewer Connection Permit Application.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

 7.  POSSIBLE REPEAL OF THE SEWER MORATORIUM:  The Sewer Moratorium was not repealed because the amendment to the sewer ordinance is a land use regulation, there should be a 10-day notice period and a public hearing at the planning commission, before it is adopted.  The Planning Commission will hold the public hearing on July 16th.  If all goes well then the City Council will review the public hearing comments and vote by email whether or not to approve the Sewer Ordinance and repeal the Sewer Moratorium.  This will also be reviewed and officially approved at the August 6th Council Meeting.

8.  REVIEW AND POSSIBLE CHANGES IN FEE SCHEDULE:   There needs to be a fee for the Hearing Officer.  The Council decided to add the Hearing Officer to the Appeal Authority line on the fee schedule.  This fee will be $1,200.  All unbilled expenses will be refunded.  If actual costs exceed fee, additional fees may apply.  Council Member Dallin motioned to add Hearing Officer to the Appeal Authority line on the fee schedule.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

9.  FIRE STATION CONTRACT:  The Bear River City Fire Station Contract is based off from Deweyville's Contract.  
Mayor Dallin asked the Council if they had any questions or concerns.  There were none.  In addition to the contract Corey (with the County) agreed to have the County pay mainline extension to the waterline and the connection to the Fire Station.  Council Member Anderson created a spreadsheet that shows estimated expenses, agency responsibility, volunteer/donated and BRC responsibility.  The numbers are looking good.  Council Member Anderson has talked with Stan Hogan about ground work.  He can do what needs to be done for a little under $10,000.  Purchasing Policy states that he needs approval from the Council to proceed.  The Council agreed to move forward with the groundwork.  Mayor Dallin sent an email of the BRC contract to all who sits on the Fire District board.  He asked for any feedback or any modifications that needed to be done to the contract.  He didn't hear back from anyone.  This contract will need to go to the next Fire District meeting for approval.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the Fire Station Contract.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Mayor Dallin would like Council Member J Holmgren to sign as Mayor Pro Tem for BRC and then Mayor Dallin can sign for the Fire District.  

  10.  WAGES FOR MARKING HEADSTONES AND MISC CEMETERY JOBS:  Clerk Holmgren is asking for approval to pay Tyler Hansen for marking graves for headstones, meeting with families at the cemetery and other miscellaneous cemetery jobs.  Council agreed he should be paid for this.  It falls under General Labor $15/hr on the compensation schedule.  He should also be paid an hour minimum.  

11.  TRAINING FOR OPEN AND PUBLIC MEETINGS:  Mayor and Council Members were emailed ahead of time a copy of the Open and Public Meetings Act from the Utah League of Cities and Towns Powers and Duties Handbook for review.  This is required training for the Agreed Upon Procedures that needs to be done each year.  A discussion by the Mayor, Council and Clerks took place highlighting certain parts of the act.  Clerk Andreasen stated she thinks that the Electronic Meetings are being misused.  For example the Planning Commission making a decision on something and voting on it over email instead of a meeting.  Granted sometimes this has to be done, but not because it is convenient.  This leaves the public out of knowing what you are doing in a meeting. They will still vote on it in a meeting to make it official.  

12.  JULY 24TH DISCUSSION:  The July 24th Celebration has been canceled.  An email was sent out earlier in July and voted on by the Council.  It was agreed by the Council to cancel the July 24th Celebration.  Council Member Dallin has taken a little bit of grief over this.  Most people complaining are not even from Bear River City.  Bear River City will be having a Fireworks show in place of the Celebration.  The fireworks company will be shooting off the fireworks and the fire district will be on scene to take care of any problems.  There will be no one allowed to watch the fireworks where they are being set off.  Citizens need to watch the fireworks from their homes.  It was suggested to block the roads around where the fireworks will be set off, from threw traffic.  Mayor Dallin will check to see if we can get some deputies to come help enforce keeping people out.   Lisa Wyatt asked the Mayor if it would be ok to have some people come down and do a chalk mural like they did at the 24th last year.  Council Members agreed that if we canceled the 24th Celebration, we cannot have an event like this happen either.

13.  BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.  The bills were read aloud by Clerk Holmgren.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the bills for payment.  Second by Council Member R Holmgren.  Those voting in favor:  Council Members Brian Anderson, Josh Dallin, Riggin Holmgren, and Jared Holmgren.  No votes against, no votes abstaining.

14.  COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  Clerk Andreasen had a couple of verbal complaints.  One about the pipe that was dug out of the ditch in front of the Normoyle house and another about people dumping green waste, trash, etc over the river hill at the Park.  Council Member J Holmgren will check with the county to see if they have the signs and if they will come put the signs up.

15.  DEPARTMENTS:  Building Permits – Council Member Anderson stated that Josh Huggins and Breisha Whitley can move forward and get everything prepared for their building permits and then when the sewer moratorium is repealed they will be ready to submit their building permit.  The development agreement will be pending.  When a person is applying for a building permit, Council Member Anderson would like to have to meeting with the homeowner Gil, Karey and himself.  Then everyone is on the same page and the home owner would not have to go to everyone individually.

Development Agreements – Council Member Anderson will be working with Attorney Springer to draw up Development Agreements that can be used for Huggins and Denkers.  Clerk Andreasen has a question on how the Town would not allow occupancy until the Development Agreement is signed and finished.  The Town does not receive occupancy permits from the County.  Not sure how the Town would enforce this.  Council Member Anderson did not know that the Town does not receive an occupancy permit.  Council Member J Holmgren asked if there was a way the County and the Town can work together on the occupancy permit.  Mayor Dallin would like to see our Zoning Administrator make sure the checklist on the subdivisions are compete.  He would also like to see her verifying that everything that was agreed upon in the building permit is where it is supposed to be.  Clerk Andreasen thought it would work better if the Development Agreement was one of the required documents (when needed) to receive a building permit.  Council Member Anderson stated that is the way it will be in the future, but for Huggins and Denkers we need to let them get going on their homes.  We have made them wait too long already.  

Park – Council Member Dallin reported there is vandalism on the cookshack window roller doors.  There have been people using the Park that will drive right up by the bowery and sometimes under the bowery.  This was happening even when the Park was closed with the Covid.  Mayor Dallin stated that maybe we should lock the gate so no one can drive in.  Council Member Dallin will check with Lynn about locking it.

Cemetery – Clerk Andreasen noticed the south east fence needs to be painted.  She was wondering if anyone was looking for service.  Mayor Dallin suggested asking Bear River 2nd Ward Young Men and Women if they would be interested.

16.  ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member Dallin motioned to adjourn at 9:24 pm.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved August 6, 2020.


						___________________________________________
						Jeff Dallin, Mayor  
Attest:

_______________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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