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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 07, 2020
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 56 NORTH 100 WEST

Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Guy Graham, Lenza Wilson, 
Louise Barnes, City Attorney Barry Huntington and City Treasurer Debbie Allen. Council members Marlene Stowe, Dan’l Lindsay and City Recorder Stephanie Steed were excused.

Also present were Garfield County Sheriff Danny Perkins, Don Porter, Bob Hartman, 
Lawrence Barnes, Julie Brugger, Terrence Tontlewicz and Mark Austin.        

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
JULIE BRUGGER
Ms. Brugger thanked Escalante City and Escalante Fire Department for the 4th of July Fireworks Show. Ms. Brugger said the display was nice. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Council member Wilson made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham and Barnes voting aye.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 16, 2020 MEETING
Council member Barnes made a motion to approve the minutes of June 16, 2020 meeting as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Graham and Barnes voting aye.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Treasurer Allen said there was no Planning and Zoning meeting last week so there are no updates. 




SCHEDULED ITEMS
GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF DANNY PERKINS
Sheriff Perkins said the deputies have been busy on The Escalante Grand Staircase Monument. Sheriff Perkins said there was a Covid-19 case reported, but that person has since been cleared. Sheriff Perkins said there are two new deputies in our area, Kolby White and Brent Pickering. Sheriff Perkins said with the campers and how busy it has been, the County is glad for their service. Council member Barnes said she has seen a lot of patrolling since the new deputies have been added to the Garfield County Sheriff Office. 

Mayor Torgersen said the Search and Rescue would like to help, but they do not have radios to answer the calls. Sheriff Perkins said the Search and Rescue should be receiving the calls, but there could be a problem with the relay, that has happened before. Sheriff Perkins said to call the Sherriff office and talk to Denise Dastrup about the calling tree. Mayor Torgersen said she will talk to Shane Steed and get a list of who has radios. Sheriff Perkins said to notify the Garfield County Sheriff’s office if more radios are needed. This item was discussed at length.

MARK AUSTIN – ROAD ABANDONMENT (500 WEST BETWEEN 100 NORTH AND 200 NORTH)
Mr. Austin explained the Road Abandonment (500 West between 100 North and 200 North). Mr. Austin said the road does not show on any deeds. Mr. Austin said he has the title to 200 North and wants to reduce the width of 100 North. This was discussed at length. City Attorney Huntington said the road abandonment is what the City is considering tonight. Council member Wilson made a motion to consider the Road Abandonment and begin the process to move forward. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Graham and Wilson voting aye. 

AIRPORT GRANT 3-49-0007-010-2020 (CONSTRUCT TAXI WAY AND IMPROVE AIRPORT DRAINAGE)
Council member Barnes explained The Airport Grant 3-49-0007-010-2020. Council member Barnes said this project is totally funded by FAA and will be 100% grants. Council member Barnes said the cost of the Taxi way and Turn Around at the North West end of the runway  will be $542,897.00. Council member Barnes said this will also include repair to the slope and drainage on the North East side of the runway due to the damage from a rainstorm last year. Council member Barnes said the information will be available at the City Office. Council member Barnes made a motion to move forward with the grant for the Airport Grant 3-49-0007-010-2020 (Construct Taxi Way and to improve Airport Drainage). Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Graham and Wilson voting aye.

ADOPT WATER CONSERVATION PLAN
Council member Graham explained the Water Conservation Plan (attached). Council member Graham said copies will be available in the City Office. Council member Graham said there is a 

rebate program for small irrigation users. Council member Graham said the plan has good ideas for saving water. Council member Graham made the motion to adopt the Water Conservation 
Plan. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Graham and Wilson voting aye.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
The Administrative Department had nothing to report at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fire Chief Don Porter said the Fire Department is looking good. Chief Porter said the side by side is a big help to get to areas fast. Chief Porter said the firemen have been in a lot of training meetings. Chief Porter answered questions pertaining to fire restrictions and the use of fireworks. Chief Porter said the days for fireworks are two days before the 24th of July and one day after. Chief Porter said Fireworks of America donated tubes used to set the fireworks off. Mayor Torgersen said the road past the Seminary Building needs to be shut off during the fireworks. Chief Porter said they will set up cones. Mayor Torgersen said we appreciate all the Firemen do for our City. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen said there will be a parade on the 24th of July, but the rodeo and dance have been canceled.                         

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said there are some problems with the drainage from the City street by Cowboy Country Inn. Council member Barnes said dirt needs to be hauled in and grading by the City to fix this problem. Council member Barnes said the drainage by the Mercantile Store also needs to be repaired with dirt and a culvert. Council member Barnes said that personal paving of private driveways has created a problem and property owners need to realize the City has the right to maintain the City right of way.

Council member Barnes said the airport is busy and donations are being made to the Airport or Fireman from the pilots. 




COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said here is the Proposed Addenda to the Draft Interlocal Agreement with Garfield County and the City for the Multi-Purpose Center (attached). Council member Wilson asked the Council members to review the agreement.

Council member Wilson said the Splash Pad has had some issues, but the Splash Pad is now available for the Public.

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time.

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe was not present at said meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay was not present at said meeting.

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Wilson stated a conflict of interest due to bills from Lenza Wilson Electrical. Council member Barnes made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Graham and Wilson voting aye.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session needed at this time.

Council member Wilson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m.
Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.



								________________________________
								Debbie Allen / City Treasurer


Date minutes approved: 08/04/2020 



