WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
7 July 2020
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:00 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Nathan Mitchell; Councilmen Brice Roberts and Ron Thompson; Town Clerk Velva Lee Sherman.
Residents in attendance:  Jed & Tammy Brewer, Mr. & Mrs. Josh Brewer
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRAYER:  Nathan Mitchell
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  
Mr. & Mrs. Jed Brewer, and Mr. & Mrs. Josh Brewer, neighbors on 100 South, did not request in advance to be on the agenda, but all were in attendance when the meeting commenced. Mayor Mitchell allowed them to state their reason for being there and they all wanted to voice their disapproval of the recently installed speed dip put in on 100 South, just to the north and west of the Jed Brewer home. They all agreed that it did even less to slow down traffic than had the pre-existing speed bump that it had replaced, not even causing trucks pulling trailers to decrease their speed. There was an extensive discussion, precipitated by the Brewers' question as to why a single non-resident could force the town to remove the speed bump when they, as residents, had requested it, feeling that their children and grandchildren were endangered by the excessive speed of vehicles driving by their houses. The town council was pretty much in agreement with them, but felt they had their hands tied in the situation. The town replaced the speed bump because of a threatened lawsuit by a handicapped woman who visits the cemetery occasionally. The dip was to be a compromise but apparently is so shallow that it has failed to slow down traffic at all. There was some talk of installing rubber bumps on the road, both east and west of the dip.  Councilman Roberts took Josh Brewer's contact information and thanked the family for the feedback, indicating that he would investigate options for resolving the problem.
BUSINESS:  
1. Ordinance 2020-01, an update of the pre-existing water ordinance (Ord. No. 2014-02) was quickly discussed and passed, the only changes from the original being the addition of a paragraph prohibiting the drilling of a water well within the confines of the town limits and a few minor formatting changes. Mayor Mitchell made the motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2020-01 and was seconded by Councilman Roberts. The ordinance was adopted by a unanimous vote in favor by those present.
2. The discussion concerning the adoption of the permit introduced in the June meeting (see attached), involving efforts to protect the town's roads from damage, ended up with Mayor Mitchell asking that it be tabled for the time being. There was much discussion concerning specific residents, the local irrigation company, and the town's inability to enforce anything. Councilman Roberts pointed out that Wales Irrigation Company had already indicated they would not comply with the permit and would fight it in court, believing that the company's rights of way exclude them from being regulated by the town. 
3. Two policies formulated to help the town comply with provisions of the "Fraud Risk Assessment", which was recently released by the State Auditor's Office, were discussed and adopted with minor modifications (see attached). The motion to approve the "Conflict of Interest Policy", and accompanying disclosure form, was made by Mayor Mitchell and seconded by Councilman Roberts. The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor by those present. In like manner, Mayor Mitchell made the motion to approve the "Travel Policy", and accompanying travel reimbursement form, again seconded by Councilman Roberts and accepted unanimously by those present.
MINUTES:  
Councilman Roberts made a motion to accept the minutes of the 2 June 2020 Town Council meeting as written; Councilman Thompson seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a unanimous vote in favor by those present.
INVOICES: 
The 2020 invoices were read by the town clerk. Councilman Thompson made the motion to approve payment and Mayor Mitchell seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous, by those present, to have the invoices paid.
REPORTS:
· Roads:  Councilman Roberts reported that Peckham Asphalt Paving was still on line to do more road repairs. He also informed the council that the tractor would be taken to Brian Hansen Repair in Spring City for the needed work, stating that he trusted the shop to do a good job and stay within quote.

· Parks:  Councilman Thompson reported that he had cut the lock off the park water hydrant, citing the fact that the mayor had not yet given him the key as he had agreed to do previously. He did not request a key from the town clerk. He commented that the pavilion floor needed to be washed off, as it was dirty enough to be drawing ants. He said he would get a key for the new padlock to the town clerk. He then told Mayor Mitchell that it was his place, as mayor, to talk to new council member Danny White, saying "he's got to do more up to the cemetery than he's doing." Councilman Thompson asserted that the grass and trees were dying and that Councilman White was not doing anything at the cemetery. At this point Mayor Mitchell spoke up to affirm that Councilman White had been going up to the cemetery weekly. However, Councilman Thompson still insisted that the mayor needed to encourage Councilman White "to do more or resign his position."  From that topic, Councilman Thompson turned to the park and the basketball standard. Mayor Mitchell reported that he had talked to Jeremy Blackhurst about it but Mr. Blackhurst was too busy at present and unable to take the time to install the basketball standard. The mayor went on to say that he had then talked to resident Dean Holden about the project and he was willing to tackle the job. At this point Councilman Thompson protested that the project had been put off for over a year and he was ready to just scrap it. Councilman Roberts responded to that statement by telling him that the equipment was not going to be trashed, pointing out that the money for the equipment had been donated and a lot of time had already been donated to the project as well. Councilman Thompson was still not satisfied, saying that he was tired of getting calls about the project from disgruntled residents.
· Mayor:  Mayor Mitchell questioned the town clerk about the cost of a large dumpster for a town clean-up day. She had mistakenly thought she was to price a small dumpster for the cemetery's use around Memorial Day and did not have the exact figure for him. She reported that the last time she had priced the biggest dumpster it had been over $400, a figure confirmed by Councilman Roberts. There was a short discussion, but the subject was not pursued. Mayor Mitchell reminded council members that revenues for the year were likely to be down, so it was important to stay within their budgets. He notified the town clerk that Guil Rand, the architect for the public safety building project, wanted a list of vendors who had expressed an interest in the project the prior year. The mayor then went on to report that the driller for the well replacement project had showed up earlier in the day and had cut Jeff Lamb's fence and filled in the irrigation ditch, in order to get equipment in to the well site. Mayor Mitchell had to have Wendell Roberts dig the ditch out again, as residents had a water turn through that ditch coming up during the night. Mr. Lamb had agreed to move his horse elsewhere for the time being, but the town will be responsible for repair of his fence at some point. The driller has indicated that it will take him about a month to drill the well. Finally, the mayor advised council members that the county is very conscious of the Covid-19 threat and encouraging municipalities to follow state guidelines as closely as possible to help slow down the spread of the virus. He mentioned that he had been receiving some "guff" from a few residents over the cancellation of Welsh Days this year, but he still felt it was the right decision. Council members agreed with him. Finally he mentioned that he appreciated the cleaning and sanitizing efforts at the park and felt that residents noticed and were pleased to see that the town was doing so.
Councilman Thompson made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Mayor Mitchell, with a unanimous vote in favor by those present.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM
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