July 7, 2020
Corinne City Council
Regular Session

Mayor Brett Merkley called the meeting to order. Present were Mayor Brett Merkley, Council Members Cindy Cheney, Shane Baton, Kelly Donovan, Irene Jensen, Karen Caldwell and Recorder Kendra Norman.

Mayor Merkley led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Merkley called for a moment of silence. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Fire Chief Clint Norman reported that the department helped with the funeral on Saturday, for a fallen soldier, and backed up Brigham City during their fireworks. The remodel of the station is almost complete.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:
Shane B. motioned to approve the minutes as written. Cindy C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Cindy C. for, Shane B. for, Kelly D. for, Irene J. for and Karen C. for. 

MAYOR/COUNCIL BUSINESS:

	A. Fire Department – Shane B. asked for the status of the roof top fees for the unincorporated areas. Shane asked how the meeting went and who was it with? Mayor Merkley stated it was with the County Commission at their regular meeting. There is no definitive answer but they are working on it. Mayor Merkley stated that he told them the city has been providing the service at no cost to the county and it can not continue. Mayor Merkley had previously spoken to Commissioners Jeff Scott and Stan Summers regarding the roof top fee. They committed that in two weeks they would have some kind of solution. Shane B. stated he asked because he has spoken with Fire Marshal Cory Barton and Commissioner Jeff Hadfield and they both said they were not aware of anything being discussed or negotiated regarding roof top fees or compensation to the city. Karen C. stated at the last meeting Mayor Merkley commented that it was time to stop and she agrees with him. Her due diligence is done and typed up and copies are available for anyone that wants her research. Shane B. stated he also wanted to know why he hadn’t received a flyer and what the status was on sending them out. There was an issue with the staple and the ones returned will be mailed again.  

	B. Flyer – Karen C. stated she did not ask for this item to be placed on the agenda. 

	C. Public Meetings – Mayor Merkley stated he wants to discuss the upcoming work meeting and the format the Council would like to follow. It will be held at the school and suggested giving people 3 minutes to speak and a sign-up sheet to properly record who is speaking. Karen C. stated she feels it is important if there is good attendance the citizens of Corinne that are paying taxes be the first to speak. Mayor Merkley stated he will accept comment from everybody. Shane B. stated he would like to hear from everybody but he doesn’t want speakers to limited to 3 minutes. The amount of time allotted to each speaker was discussed. Work sessions are not a question and answer meeting, they are to get the public’s input whether positive or negative. Irene J. stated the emails she is receiving will need to be read at the meeting. All emails should be forwarded to Kendra so they can be attached to the minutes of the meeting. Shane B. suggested giving a time limit and then at the end give those that have something additional to say a brief time to finish up any additional comments they may have. 

	D. SCADA System Upgrade – Mayor Merkley stated as we continue to upgrade the water system notification on the mountain. The quote is $3,100 for the upgrade to help further protect our water resource, which is located out of town. This upgrade monitors the meters and sends the readings to Kelly & JL. Currently the levels in the tanks are monitored, this will add another layer. Shane B. asked if anything prompted this or if it was part of the plan that is in the budget. Mayor Merkley stated it is part of the plan to get everything at the well and spring on SCADA (supervisory control and data acquisition). Shane stated that what is the difference of this versus lift stations. There have been a few times the red light at a lift station has been flashing and he has called JL to notify him. That is the notification they have for lift stations. Wouldn’t that be more pertinent than adding to the water monitoring system? Mayor Merkley stated not in his view, we should complete the water system and then focus on the sewer portion. Karen C. asked if the contract included updates. Mayor Merkley stated it is not an update it is an additional piece of the system. Shane B. stated it is such a small amount, why was it not done previously. 
Kelly D. motioned to approve the upgrade to the SCADA system as presented. Cindy C. seconded the motion. Motion failed with Cindy C. for, Kelly D. for, Shane B. against, Irene J. against and Karen C. against. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Sandee Neff asked if a final decision will be made at the work meeting on July 28th? Mayor Merkley stated no decisions will be made at the meeting. A final public hearing will be held on August 18th where a final decision will be made.

Alan Chapman stated that the mowing has not been done behind his property. It has been mowed in the past but this year it has not been done. The edging along the fence and around the rocks at Flack park hasn’t been done either. Mayor Merkley stated the lawn mower that is used for the sides of the roads and alleyways has been in the shop. They are back in service, Mayor Merkley will look into it. Alan C. also wondered when the shingles will be placed on the mural cover. Mayor Merkley stated they have been ordered. 

Larry Tillman stated that the sprinklers in the green space are hitting his shed and sprinkling on his property. The sprinklers need to be readjusted and in the past when he has complained the sprinklers are turned off. Larry T. would like the sprinkler heads adjusted and maintained not turned off. 

Shara Ward stated she would like to have dirt put in front of both of her houses. One had a water line put in and the other had an irrigation ditch piped and both have big holes where the dirt has settled. Mayor Merkley will have the maintenance employees take care of it.

Sandra Layton stated the utility easement on the side of her property is for the drain from the road to the greenspace. She would like to put a shed to park her camper under in the winter and would leave the base rock incase the drain needed maintenance. Mayor Merkley stated there are not many options for that space. Mayor Merkley will look into it and get back with them. Irene J. stated she doesn’t think anything can be built on an easement. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Shane B. asked for the status of the Animal Control Officer. Mayor Merkley stated that Janis N. resigned from the position on Friday. Shane B. asked what was being done to find another one. Mayor Merkley stated it is a hard position to fill. A notice will be posted and see if we get any interest. 

Irene J. stated at the work meeting she would like people to state their name and where they live. 
She understood that the city was not renting out the Methodist Church, then she heard that a cello concert was held there. Irene J. stated that nothing should have been held there until the Council decided how much to change and what the purpose of the building was going to be. Things need to be done in the proper way and it should not have been rented. The fee schedule will be added to the next agenda. 
Irene J. stated she thinks the Fire Department has done an excellent job and is very proud of them but she is concerned about the expensive projects going on right now. Is it the right time to add an additional 2 employees to the budget? 
Irene J. stated she feels the sewer project is just a band aid, its not expanding and making our sewer system bigger for more growth. Mayor Merkley stated the project is not a band aid it is replacing all of the old pipe in the city and the crumbling pipe between cells in the lagoons. This will get rid of all the infiltration water which will give us more capacity. Mayor Merkley reviewed the two-step project again. 
Irene J. asked Clint N. to explain the process of emergency calls once the call is received by dispatch. 

Kelly D. stated that he feels like if someone has a problem with something he has done and get his explanation before the issue is brought up in the meeting. Irene J. stated she has been told the best thing to do is bring out concerns in a meeting that way it is on the record. Kelly D. stated he would appreciate it if the effort was made to please talk to him first. 

Mayor Merkley stated there is still an issue with the generator at the Ag Park lift station. 
There is an email circulating around that is false and disparaging regarding city employees and their wages. Shane B. stated he responded to it and told them the numbers are false and he will call the transparency find out why it is reported that way. Mayor Merkley stated that with the transparency website they take all benefits city and employee paid and put it back into the total wage. Everyone sees the paystubs and approves them at the meeting. 
Mayor Merkley stated that 16 letters have been sent or served regarding violations to city code. 7 have been resolved, 1 person has moved, 2 set for prosecution and 6 are pending. 

APPROVAL OF CHECKS:

ADJOURNMENT:
Shane B. motioned to adjourn the meeting. Cindy C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Cindy C. for, Shane B. for, Kelly D. for, Irene J. for and Karen C. for. 

I certify these minutes to be true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 


Kendra Norman


___________________________________________________		________________________
Mayor Brett Merkley							Date
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