June 16, 2020
Corinne City Council
Regular Session/Public Hearing

Mayor Brett Merkley called the meeting to order. Present were Mayor Brett Merkley, Council Members Shane Baton, Kelly Donovan, Karen Caldwell, Irene Jensen and Recorder Kendra Norman.
Council Member Cindy Cheney was excused from the meeting. 

Kelly D. led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Merkley called for a moment of silence. 

PUBLIC HEARING:
Mayor Brett Merkley declared the public hearing for the Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Adjustments open at 7:04pm.

There was no public comment regarding the proposed changes to the current budget.

Mayor Merkley declared the public hearing closed at 7:05pm.

Mayor Brett Merkley declared the public hearing for the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget open at 7:05pm.

Larry Jensen asked what the $110,000 for Fire wages was for? Mayor Merkley stated his proposed budget included the hiring of 2 full time members. Larry J. stated it hasn’t been approved and he feels this is a backdoor way to get something. Mayor Merkley stated this has all been very open and public and nothing has been hidden. Larry J. stated there is another line item that is for wages for the fire department wages for $15,000 which is $125,000 the city is trying to put through for a volunteer fire department. That is a lot of money. Mayor Merkley explained the additional $15,000 and how the county reimburses part of it. 

Patty Tillman is concerned with the wages of $110,000, plus the additional cost of benefits. She does not make a budget unless she knows how much money is coming in. The fire department personnel have not been officially approved by a tax increase so it should come off of the budget. Mayor Merkley stated that if the budget was approved tonight then the 2 additional employees would be hired. If its deferred until the truth in taxation process has been completed, then we wait to hire them. Patty T. stated the parks budget has been doubled. What are the plans for the additional money to be spent on? Mayor Merkley stated it was originally for the purchase of the new mower which was purchased this year so it was adjusted. 

Kenneth Phillips is concerned about the cost of cell phones. Mayor Merkley stated the phones are for city employees and for tablets that go in the fire department vehicles. The amount also covers replacements. The phone line item for the fire and city hall is for the phone, fax and internet for both buildings. Wages, benefits and hours for the fire department were discussed. Kenneth asked about the call volume and what percentage of calls are outside of the city? Mayor Merkley stated 2/3 are inside and 1/3 is outside. Comments regarding how our population compares to other cities in the area and how property taxes are calculated were discussed.
Kenneth asked about the line item for fire allotment. Mayor Merkley stated it is for the officers to help offset their cost of attend meetings, running training and being a leader on the department. Kenneth asked about the water bonds. Mayor Merkley stated it is a line item on the budget. 

Karen C. stated she called every city in the state of Utah with 2,000 or fewer residents and not one of them has a full-time fire department. She is still doing her due diligence and has not made a decision. 

Mayor Merkley stated ultimately, we have to decide what is best for our city regardless of what other cities are doing. The Council needs to make a decision, do we need it or not considering our city’s unique circumstances (Ag Park, increased traffic and growth). The increase in taxes will be a portion of increased property tax, roof top fees for those outside the city in our response area and new growth. The Council needs to consider the impact to the town, the increased call volume, increased state requirements for training and equipment and the growth in our town. 

Malina Riser asked about the Christmas bonuses and holiday donations. Mayor Merkley stated they are given out at the end of the year, each employee receives $350.00. Holiday donations are contributions from businesses supporting our events. 

Mayor Merkley declared the public hearing closed at 7:36pm

APPOINTMENTS:
	A. Malina Riser reported on her assignment with the Mosquito Abatement Board and reminded the residents to call if they would like their area sprayed more often. Malina R. also reported on the audit for district and stated it was favorable. Mayor Merkley thanked her for her willingness to serve and represent the city.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:
Fire Chief Clint Norman provided the call list for June as of the 15th. He also reported that the Fire Department SCBA’S are outdated and cannot be serviced. They are working on a lease program to replace the current SCBA’S. Clint N. stated he knows to add the two full time employees, it will take a lot of money and is a big decision but he has 25 guys that are trying to keep up and it is affecting their personal and work life. Its not fair to ask the three members who work in the city to always leave their job every time the pager goes off. Karen C. asked why with that many volunteers, instead of calling everyone in and seeing who shows up, do a rotation so that their employer knows they might be called away. Assistant Chief Leon Bodily stated the challenge is that they only have three members who work close enough during the day to respond to calls. Karen C. asked when two are hired how long util you are asking for one more? Clint N. stated it depends on the call volume and growth. Karen C. stated right now all she is seeing is an average of two calls during the day per month. Clint N. reviewed the process of a call and all the other things that need to be done at the station. Karen C. feels she has not been given a clear picture and has to ask so many times to get information. She would like clear facts because she is getting different information at each meeting. Mayor Merkley stated this is Karen’s view and he respects and understands it. Clint N. stated the facts and numbers have not changed and asked for Shane B.’s input. Shane B. stated he has spoken to a few members and residents regarding the issue. Shane B. stated the firemen have raised their families at the fire station, their employers are paying them to be here when they respond to calls and when only 10-15 guys are actively involved out of the 25 members it makes it hard. Shane B. stated that the west Corinne residents that he has spoken to are for it because there is no financial impact to them. The Corinne City residents he has spoken to don’t want it because they feel they pay for the service for everyone. Clint N. stated the rooftop fee will cover the cost for those outside of city limits. Shane B. stated he has looked into how it will affect his personal budget, property taxes versus insurance increase if the ISO rating is affected. He appreciates what the fire department is doing and asked them to be patient for a while longer until the firm numbers come in and the cost to residents is confirmed. Clint N. stated you can’t put a dollar amount on a human life, time is everything in an emergency situation. Mayor Merkley stated it depends on the timing, the community need and how much is enough. At some point you have to take the information you have and make a decision.  Karen C. stated that there is a time it has to stop and a decision needs to be made with all the information that has been given. She remembers in January and February being told it was a process and there will be more than one public hearing where the public will have a chance to speak. This public hearing was on the budget and people only came once they saw the fire department on a line item. She promised the citizens who voted for her that she would not raise taxes until she had heard from them and they have not had the chance to speak, until they do, she is not ready to vote on it. Clint N., Leon B. and Von S. stated how many hours they volunteer per week. Leon B. discussed the maintenance and training involved to maintain the requirements the state puts on the department. Grant options were also discussed. Shane B. stated he is just trying to establish what the city stands to gain versus what we are paying. Shane B. feels there are other areas in the budget we can cut, where we are wasting money, to help offset the cost to the taxpayers. Karen C. stated she would feel more comfortable if she knew what the numbers were going to be but we don’t. The percentage of the tax increase keeps changing, the more argument the lower it goes. Firm and final numbers are needed before a decision can be made. Mayor Merkley stated every time the percentage has changed; he has provided a reason and why it has changed. 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT REPORT: 
Deputy Braegger provide the call statistics for May and June. County wide when the weather warms up there seems to be more mischief. Mayor Merkley thanked him for what he does for the city. 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
Shane B. motioned to approve the minutes of the regular meeting minutes of June 2nd and the work meeting minutes of June 9th as written. Karen C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Shane B. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

MAYOR/COUNCIL BUSINESS:
	A. UDOT Utility license Agreement – Mayor Merkley this is the same agreement that is currently in place but expiring. The Council did not have any concern regarding the agreement.
Kelly D. motioned to approve the UDOT utility licensing agreement as presented. Shane B. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Shane B. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 
 
	B. Lawn Mower Bids – Irene J. stated that one bid for the old 2008 lawn mower was submitted by Stan Norman for $200.00. There were no other bids submitted so it was awarded to Stan N. 

	C. 2020 Fiscal Year Budget Adjustments – Mayor Merkley the adjustment summary has been reviewed and will finish up the current year ending June 30, 2020. Shane B. had a few concerns which were answered. 
Karen C. motioned to approve the adjustments to the current years budget as presented. Kelly D. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Shane B. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:
	A. Resolution 20-06 2021 Fiscal Year Budget – Mayor Merkley and the City Council reviewed the budget. Property tax includes the 25% increase along with the addition of the Ag Park taxes, the city will start collecting this year. Karen C. feels this should be held back until the Council makes a decision regarding the tax increase. Mayor Merkley stated that a decision needs to be made whether we start the truth in taxation meetings to increase the property tax 25% on the Corinne portion. Karen C., Irene J., Shane B. and Kelly D. are in favor of moving forward with the truth in taxation process. There was discussion regarding removing the increase in property tax until a decision has been made. Leave the number as is for now. 
On the expense portion of the budget, Karen C. would like the fire wages and benefits to be removed until the truth in taxation process has been completed, the public hearings have been held and the citizens have been given a chance to voice their opinion. Shane B. would like to wait for the TNT process to be completed before he decides. Mayor Merkley stated he needs to know what exactly the Council wants, once the process is completed is the Council ready to vote on whether or not to hire the additional 2 employees? This issue can’t keep being deferred forever; a decision needs to be made by a certain date so either way we can move forward. Council Members would like to hold a work meeting on July 28th at 7:00pm. There was discussion on whether to remove the wages for the fire department or leave it there until after the truth in taxation decision. 
The Council decided to remove the funds to fund the additional 2 employees and make it the same as last year $302,900. The income will need to be adjusted to match the expenses in the general fund. 
There was further discussion on the buildings and what may happen to the Methodist Church. Any improvements will need to be approved as they will all be over $3,000.
Shane B. motioned to approve the tentative 2021 Fiscal Year Budget Resolution 20-06 as revised. Karen C. seconded the motion. Motion carried with Shane B. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and  Irene J. for. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Patty Tillman stated when the fire was going on along 2400 North, there was a lot of traffic while the fire department was trying to do their job. Patty T. wondered if there was anything that could be done to keep the scene safer? Clint N. stated that it is a common problem.

Larry Jensen stated there are a couple of code violations he is concerned about. The code states you have to have ½ acre excluding your home to have large animals, which allows maybe 3 or 4 places to have them. There are chickens and goats on several properties where they are not allowed. What is the city doing to fix these violations? Mayor Merkley stated these properties, once the city is aware of the issue, they are cited and given 30 days to remove the animals. If they do not comply the citation is sent to the attorney and the judge decides. There is another property that is putting up a fence which is above 4 feet in the front and not on their property line. Larry J. stated citing them is one thing but he would like to see the city follow up on them. 

Sandee Neff asked if the fireworks will still happen on July 3rd? Mayor Merkley stated they will if he can find some. Mayor Merkley will make a decision by Friday and get the word out. Social distancing and current requirements should be followed.

NEW BUSINESS/REPORTS:
Karen C. reported that she received a message on Facebook regarding the Heritage grant the city received and wanted to let her know what we did. Kendra N. stated the city did receive a grant to fix the historical sign along the highway across from the Sinclair and installed the welcome to Corinne signs.

APPROVAL OF CHECKS:

ADJOURNMENT:
Kelly D. motioned to adjourn the meeting. Shane B. seconded the motion. Motin carried with Shane B. for, Kelly D. for, Karen C. for and Irene J. for. 
I certify these minutes to be true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 


Kendra Norman


________________________________________________		___________________
Mayor Brett Merkley 							Date   





2

