Proposition Information Pamphlet
Pursuant to Utah Code Section 20A-7-401.5 this proposition information pamphlet is being distributed in conjunction with a proposed referendum filed with the City of Woodland Hills City Recorder on June 1, 2020. The pamphlet includes the following: 
1. Referendum Application 
2. City of Woodland Hills Argument 
3. Fiscal and Legal Impact Statement

As of June 22, 2020, the City has not received a Sponsors’ Argument.
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State law requires that cities periodically codify their ordinances.  Codification is the process where new laws are merged in with previous ordinances to provide a single set of ordinances that govern the city.
  
In 2015 the city contracted with Sterling Codifiers to evaluate, reconcile and produce a new codified set of ordinances for the City of Woodland Hills.  Sterling Codifiers is nationally recognized for performing objective code maintenance.  From the Sterling Codifiers website:

We are hard-wired to produce perfection, questioning things that others may let pass. It’s all in an effort to deliver accuracy. To deliver it polished. And deliver it with pride.
Codification is a collaboration, and all of our clients will attest to Sterling’s dedication to this approach.

Sterling Codifiers is now known as American Legal Publishing Corporation.

This process has been different than previous codification done by the city because we are making our ordinances electronic and reconciling language from state laws and between city ordinances.  Common terms have been standardized, duplicate passages have been eliminated and state law has been referenced throughout.  Where state law imposes or changes city ordinances, we have conformed to state law as required.

Each change has been carefully reviewed.  Care has been taken by the mayor, city council, planning commission and LEI engineering who have all been deeply involved over the five years of codification.  Each change has been reviewed by multiple people.  American Legal Publishing produced questions that required answers and showed us area’s needing improvement. 

The process has produced a city code more usable by everyone.

Rejecting codification will have serious consequences.  Since this process is required by state law, the city would have to begin the process all over again likely resulting in the same end.  

Changes in the organization and wording of the city codes are significant; but overall meaning and intent has not changed.  Where changes have occurred, each change has been reviewed to evaluate this change against the desired end.  In some cases, changes have been eliminated.  In other cases, required changes have been adopted.

A complex process such as this deserves a thorough and objective review.  Residents should carefully review and understand this process before rejecting the work done over the last several years.

In order for the codification to be placed on the ballot of an upcoming election, sponsors of the referendum are required to collect signatures from 27.5% of the number of active voters.

The process for a referendum is outlined in Utah Code Title 20A Chapter 7, Part 4 and Part 6. Recently, Governor Gary Herbert passed Executive Order No. 2020-14 which allows for remote signature gathering for local referenda.
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