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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 05, 2020
ELECTRONIC REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council member Guy Graham and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. Council members Louise Barnes, Dan’l Lindsay, Marlene Stowe, Lenza Wilson and City Attorney Barry Huntington were present electronically.  

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Wilson made a motion to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Lindsay, Stowe, Wilson and Barnes voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF APRIL 07, 2020 MEETING
Council member Lindsay made a motion to adopt the minutes of the April 07, 2020     meeting as written. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Wilson, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
ADOPTION OF THE TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR 2020-2021
Mayor Torgersen explained the Tentative Budget for 2020-2021. Mayor Torgersen said due to the COVID-19 we have been advised to budget conservative on our tax revenues. Mayor Torgersen said the budget has been trimmed back as much as we can. Mayor Torgersen said there are no cost of living raises in the new budget. Council member Lindsay said he has reviewed the budget with City Recorder Steed and feels this approach is smart. Council member Lindsay made a motion to adopt the 2021 Tentative Budget. Council member Barnes seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Lindsay, Stowe, Wilson and Barnes voting aye. 

EMT DONATION
Mayor Torgersen said the City budgeted $1,500.00 for the EMTs for training. Council member Stowe made a motion to donate $1,500.00 to the EMTs. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Wilson, Stowe, Lindsay and Graham voting aye. 

FIREWORKS
Mayor Torgersen said the Fire Department is asking to purchase two years worth of fireworks. 
Mayor Torgersen explained the City budgeted $7,500.00 for fireworks. Mayor Torgersen said if the City purchases fireworks for two years, it will be $11,000.00, which is a $4,500.00 savings. Council member Wilson asked if the we have can cover the cost for the fireworks in this budget year. City Recorder Steed said we have the funds in the budget for the purchase of the fireworks for two years. Council member Wilson made a motion to purchase two years of fireworks up to $11,000.00. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lindsay, Stowe, Graham, Barnes and Wilson voting aye. 

MAIN STREET FLOWERS
Mayor Torgersen said in the past the City has purchased flowers for the Main Street planter boxes for around $500.00. Council member Barnes said she has planted a lot of perennials that are coming back. Council member Barnes said she feels it will not cost as much this year. City Recorder Steed said there is $500.00 in the budget for the Main Street planter boxes. Council member Barnes made a motion to purchase up to $500.00 for Main Street Flowers. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Wilson, Barnes and Lindsay voting aye. 

WATER CONSERVATION PLAN
Council member Graham explained the Water Conservation Plan. Council member Graham said the State requires an updated Water Conservation Plan every five years. Council member Graham made a motion to adopt the updated Water Conservation Plan. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Lindsay, Stowe, Wilson and Barnes voting aye. 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES BOOK – HOLIDAY PAY
Mayor Torgersen explained the addition to the Holiday pay for employee benefits. Mayor Torgersen said most municipalities give their employees twelve to thirteen holiday’s, but Escalante City only gives our employees eleven.  Mayor Torgersen said she would like to add the day after Thanksgiving as a floating holiday. Council member Stowe made a motion to add the floating holiday to the Policies and Procedures Manual. Council member Lindsay seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Barnes, Graham, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed explained the Tentative Budget can be reviewed and revised prior to the final adoption. City Recorder Steed said the final Budget needs to be adopted by June 22, 2020.  City Recorder Steed explained she will post a Public Hearing for the Budget adoption. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Fire Chief Don Porter said the Fire Department took possession of the new side by side. Chief Porter said this equipment is a great addition for what they need. 



COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
[bookmark: _Hlk37237245]Mayor Torgersen said she listens to multiple zoom meetings that provides the City information of the State Directives. Mayor Torgersen said the City Parks will remain closed due to the COVID-19. Mayor Torgersen explained she would like the City Office to remain closed for the next two weeks to see how things go from the State red phase to the orange phase. Mayor Torgersen said there is concern of the number of people in town, so she has advised people to stay home as much as possible. Council member Stowe asked if the City Employees took the closed ropes down at the park or if someone else did. Mayor Torgersen explained someone else took the ropes down, but she is okay with having the picnic tables open for small groups. Mayor Torgersen said she can have Terry Olsen spray the tables down daily with bleach water. Mayor Torgersen said if anyone sees any problems to please let her know so she can address them. Mayor Torgersen explained due to the order from the Governor’s Office the Playground will remain closed. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said deputy Koby Mitchel has moved into the Airport House. Council member Barnes said there is a mouse problem at the Airport House, and she would like to have an exterminator come look at it. 

Council member Barnes said the CARES ACT Grant will be used for maintenance at the Airport. Council member Barnes explained she would like to put road base down where the ground is eroding next to the runway. Council member Barnes said she has been in contact with the County Engineer Brian Bremner and County Commissioner Jerry Taylor and they will come look at the project next week. Council member Barnes said the County will do the work for us and we will only have to pay for the supplies. Council member Barnes said she would like to continue using the Inmates to help with the maintenance of the grounds. Council member Barnes explained we can use the CARES ACT Grant to pay the inmates and for snow removal during the winter. Council member Barnes said she would also like to use the CARES ACT Grant to put in a Webcam System. Council member Barnes explained the Webcam System.

Council member Barnes said there has been a lot of air traffic at the Airport lately. Council member Barnes said she put a sign in the pilot’s lounge asking the pilots to use the wipes and masked provided if they use the complementary car. Council member Barnes said the pilots are coming from all over and we need to take precaution. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said he has been researching the requirements for the Airport Webcam System. 

Council member Wilson said he has replaced all the lights in the Council Chambers. 

Council member Wilson explained he and Terry Olsen have been working on a security system for the park and fire station. 

Council member Wilson said he will work on fixing the front door at the City Office. Council member Lindsay said he is willing to help if Council member Wilson needs it.  

Council member Wilson said he and Mr. Olsen have the sprinklers on and working at the old Community Center. 

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report at this time. 

 COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report at this time. 

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay said some people in town have complained about Hughes Hauling tearing up the sides of the City roads. Council member Lindsay said the driver is making 
U-turns and cutting the corners of the roads causing damage. Council member Lindsay said 
he has contacted Hughes Hauling and they will talk to the driver and take care of the issue.   

Council member Wilson asked Council member Lindsay if the yield sign and dip sign by the Community Center needs to be put back up. Council member Lindsay said they do, but he is not sure where to put them due to the thick asphalt. Council member Lindsay said he will look at it and see what he can do. 

UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Lindsay made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Wilson, Lindsay and Barnes voting aye.

Council member Stowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:22p.m.
Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Wilson, Barnes, Lindsay and Stowe voting aye. 




_________________________________________Stephanie Steed, CMC
City Recorder

Date minutes approved: 06/16/2020  



