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Minutes

Planning Commission Meeting

May 6, 2020
7:00 PM

1.   Opening ceremonies:

Planning Commission Chairman, Alan Paystrup, called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.  A Quorum was present.
Those in attendance:

Planning Commission Chairman: Alan Paystrup

Commissioner: Heath Butler, Chris Chipping
Alternate Commissioner: Councilmember Jesse Richmond
Planning Commission Secretary: Heather Poulsen

Others: Nathan Washer
Commissioner Barbara Anderson was absent.
Alternate Commissioner Jim Wankier was absent.


Prayer was given by Planning Commission Chairman Alan Paystrup



Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Chris Chipping
2.  Action items:

- Approval of minutes from previous meetings:   

After looking over the minutes from the Planning Commission meeting held on April 1, 2020 Alan Paystrup brought up the fact that Mike Kramer had started construction on his porch.  Secretary Heather Poulsen reported that he had not paid for his permit yet.  The council asked Heather to call Mike and remind him that he needed to pay his building permit fee. 

Councilmember Chris chipping made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Heather Butler, to approve the minutes from the Regular Planning Commission Meeting held on April 6, 2020.   All commissioners present were in favor.  The minutes were approved.  

-Building Permits:

Nathan Washer–Home Remodel
Nathan Washer submitted plans to add onto the back of his existing home.  County Inspector Verl Wilkey approved the plans and it looked like all setbacks were being met.  Nathan said he would need to replace the whole roof once the addition was done.  He wondered if he would need a separate permit for that but Chairman Alan Paystrup informed him that he would not.  That would just be a part of the addition.   Commissioner Chris Chipping asked if Verl had said anything about the electrical when he signed off on the plans.  Nathan said Verl had not mentioned it.  Chris said he needed to make sure he put in smoke detectors and offered to help with any electrical if Nathan needed it.  Commissioner Heath Butler made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Chris chipping, to approve Nathan Washer’s home addition building permit. All commissioners were in favor.
Tracie Hershberger- Home Remodel
The Hershbergers want to finish the basement in the home they just purchased.  It currently only had the framing done.  Inspector Verl Wilkey had walked through the house and signed off on the plans.  Commissioner Chris Chipping made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Heather Butler, to approve Tracie Hershbergers home remodel building permit. All commissioners were in favor.

Steven Burton- Home remodel
Steve Burton wants to do an addition onto his home.  He has a full set of plans.  He will be tearing down 2 outbuildings behind his home in order to do the addition. Councilmember Heath Butler made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Chris Chipping, to approve Steve Burtons Home addition permit. All commissioners were in favor.
Election of Chairman and Co-Chair
Alan Paystrup is currently serving as the chairman with Chris Chipping as the co-chair.   Chris Chipping nominated Alan Paystrup to remain as the Chairman for another year.  Heath Butler seconded the motion and all were in favor.  It was explained that the main responsibility of the co-chair is to fill in for the chairman when he is not able to attend.  Chris Chipping nominated Heath Butler to be co-chair.  Alan Paystrup seconded the motion and all were in favor.
       4.   Reports: 

Office Issued Permits: 
Secretary Heather Poulsen reported that Rod Jones came in for a permit for a grain bin.  She talked to Alan and it was just issued from the office.  

Mike Lloyd was issued a permit from the office to install central air and the inspection sheet from Verl was turned in today.
Tracie Hershberger was issued a permit from the office for a fence.  Alan had gone to talk to her about where she was putting it and the permit was issued from the office.
       5.   Discussion Items:

The need for more commissioners was brought up.  Heather had talked to Mayor Christensen about Matthew Colby.  The Mayor had talked to him the first time and Matthew said he needed to talk to his wife.  Since then the Mayor has not been able to get ahold of him.

The Town Council has been discussing whether to go to a 3 member planning commission.  Alan was just concerned about what would constitute a voting quorum, 2 or 3, because what if you only had 2 commissioners present.  Then you would have a tie. Alan asked Councilmember Jesse Richmond his opinion.  Jesse felt like we could usually get at least 2 commissioners in attendance.  So what if it was a 3 man with a couple alternates. One of those alternates being the town councilmember.  Alan said he would recommend going to a 3 person planning commission as long as there was a couple alternates so that at least 3 people could vote in the case of a tie.  Secretary Heather Poulsen asked if anyone felt that going to a 4 year term versus a 5 year term would make a difference on getting people to serve on the planning commission.  Nobody felt that 4 vs 5 years would make much difference.  Right now it is supposed to be set up so that there are 5 people and each year one person rotates out and that’s why it’s a 5 year term.  So if the Town council wants to change the years Alan suggested that they change to 3 year term with a three person commission and then it still rotates one person out each year.  Councilmember Jesse Richmond then asked if monetary compensation would entice people to serve on the board.  Heath Butler felt that it wasn’t a big deal to donate an hour a month to serve on the planning commission.  Alan Paystrup said that sometimes he spends more than an hour a week and he felt that compensation would help to get people to be on the planning commission.

Secretary Heather Poulsen explained to the board where they could find all of Levan Town’s codes on-line.  Alan then asked if building permits were too complicated to put on the towns website given the fact that there are different permits for different things.  Heather explained that she and Deputy Treasurer Jessica Shepherd were already in the process of trying to get that done.  
Chris Chipping explained that he has a little shack on his property.  He is wondering if he can fill in the corners of the building where it doesn’t meet the current setbacks but the building already exists.  Heath Butler felt like the building was already in existence so Chris was fine to go ahead with it. 

Alan brought up the fact that the planning commission really needed to work on the general plan.  Even if it was to just put a new date on it and accept it as it currently is.  Chris Chipping mentioned that they might want to look at the multi housing units and make some adjustments to that in the general plan.  Alan brought up that there are some discrepancies in some of the ordinances and that would need to be looked at as well.  Secretary, Heather Poulsen, asked if it would be helpful if she broke down the plan and they went over a section at a time.  Alan and Chris said they had read the general plan.  Heath Butler said he would be willing to look it over if Heather could get him a copy.  Heather said she would get that to him.  Alan also suggested that they look at sections involving alternative energy as well as multi housing units.
6. Adjourn: 
Commissioner Chris Chipping made the motion, seconded by Commissioner Heath Butler to adjourn.  All were in agreement.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.

___________________________________________

Heather Poulsen, Deputy Town Clerk

Planning Commission Secretary

WORK SESSION: (after Regular Session)


-No work session was held
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