Loa Town & Waterworks

80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747

Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266

Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian
Loa Town & Waterworks Council Public Hearing                             May 7, 2020
Due to COVID-19 restrictions for conducting public hearings, Loa Town board has opted to use an online live video feed for the public hearing rather than a face-to-face meeting.  The link or information to call in was posted on the Utah Public Notice Website and in three public places in Loa prior to the hearing. 

Mayor Grundy opens the Loa Town Public hearing and call to order. He welcomes everyone in attendance. Loa Town board members present: Travis Van Orden and Ryan Rees. Town board members absent: Bart Brian and Bruce Brown. Matt Morgan, town maintenance man and Michelle Brian town clerk are present. Brandon Stephenson and Jesse Ralphs from Sunrise Engineering are also present. No other public was in attendance to this online public hearing. 
Mayor Grundy proceeds with the agenda for the public hearing. He states that the Loa Town board has called this public hearing to discuss requesting funding through the Community Impact Board (CIB) for the Loa Town culinary water improvements project. Mayor Grundy asks Jesse from Sunrise Engineering to explain the project on behalf of the town board. 
Brandon explains that after engineering a water master plan for Loa Town in 2016, funded by the drinking water board, they found several inadequacies within the culinary water system. Some of which include: 4,000 ft of old 4” thin, plastic lines that runs down main street that is prone to leaks and difficult to repair. The current system does not have sufficient capacity for fire flow throughout many areas in town. The system doesn’t currently have enough fire flow to provide protection to the northeast section of town around new subdivisions and potential areas of growth. There are several dead-end lines on the system that limit system looping and create the potential for stagnant water. After the completion of the water master plan and seeing that there was a need to improve their current system, the town board raised their water rates in an attempt to get the revenue more in line with an additional loan in the future for this project. The board has estimated the monthly water rate (including existing loan) to be $63.46 on average. The board projects that the monthly user rate to be at $55.36 after 2023 and existing loans are paid off. 
The proposed improvements will include the following items: install 21,000 feet of new 8” and 10” pvc pipe to replace existing pipe in the system and provide adequate fire flow to the new areas of development within the system. This will improve circulation and looping throughout the system. This project will also replace old existing meter setters throughout the system and install an integrated system wide scada. The total estimate for this project is at $3,419,000. The application for funding through the CIB must be submitted by May 31. The board does anticipate requesting a 50/50 grant, loan for this project. They are hoping to get a loan at 1.5% for 30 years. 
Mayor Grundy asks Sunrise if they have a map of the area where the 10” line is being proposed. Sunrise shows the map. Mayor Grundy points out that in this area, the houses will not be protected unless this upgrade happens. Currently, they have a 4” dead end line out there so there is no way they could give them the needed fire flow. The 10” on the north end would alleviate this concern and that is an area where the town has potential growth. The south end of town has the same problem. 

Mayor Grundy asks the board members present if they have anything they would like to add to the public hearing. Ryan Rees adds that the reason the board is holding this public hearing is to pursue funding for this project. In order for the board to apply for possible funding, the board must make sure the citizens are aware of the reasons for the project and also the costs associated with such a project. Like mentioned before we are seeking funding from CIB requesting 50/50 grant, loan. This however does not mean that the project will be funded. Just because we have this hearing does not mean that we will proceed with the funding either, because we may not get the 50/50 grant, loan that we are seeking. This hearing is merely allowing the public the opportunity to see the project and the need for it. We have no idea what they will give us or if they will even do anything for us. This hearing is so that we can apply to them. None of us know what the outcome will be. 
Mayor Grundy then opens the floor for opinions and/or statements from the public. No public is in attendance online or on the phone, so there is no public comment at this time. 
Mayor Grundy reiterates to the public and board that the board is seeking funding from CIB for grant/loan funds. This funding isn’t guaranteed. The town board will submit their application to CIB and go before the board to see if funding is possible through them. 
If the funding is awarded the schedule for the project will then be as follows: the funding authorization will happen October 2020, the design and permitting will happen between November 2020-February 2021. The bid phase of the project will be between February 2021-March 2021. Then the construction phase will be in the summer of 2021. 

No other information was discussed by anyone else at the hearing. 
The Mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn the public hearing. Ryan makes a motion that they adjourn. Travis seconds it. All others vote in favor. Motion carries.   
Meeting Adjourned.
