Loa Town & Waterworks

80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747

Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266

Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian
Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                   March 12, 2020
Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Travis VanOrden is present, Bruce Brown is present, Bart Brian is present, Ryan Rees is absent, Matt Morgan is present, & Michelle Brian is present. No public in attendance. Sunrise Engineering came to discuss the water project with the board. 
Business Items:
Arsenic: Well #2 was 97, Well # 3 was 101 and the blend was 97 so we are okay. 
Matt tells the board the McCoy dropped off the new Loa Town sign and it looks good. Matt will get it up next week some time. He had to fix a water leak recently. He said we’ve had more signs get ruined so we need to order them. Bart wants Matt to change out the American flag at the Veteran’s Memorial, people have complained. Where they are all on Main Street, we need to make sure we special attention to them and get them changed out often. Cody asks if he can push the rocks of the road on center street. Somebody must have taken a scoop of snow and then left rocks in the road. He will take care of the flags and get the rocks moved. Matt is just gearing up for spring and water. He doesn’t have anything else for the board at this time. 

Mayor asks for motion to approve February minutes. Bruce motions to accept the February minutes. Travis seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. Minutes for February are passed. 
Mayor asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for March. Bart motions to approve the accounts payable for March. Travis seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries accounts payable for March are passed. 
Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well. 
Sunrise has been working with Michelle on submitting the search grant through USDA. She said she has gotten it finished and submitted finally. Jesse says that last year when they talked to the USDA, they had said that funding was about 70% grant, 30% loan, but just recently things have changed. Those numbers may be more like 60/40 and the interest rates may be higher on loan. Sunrise is happy to still go after the money from USDA and the town may still be okay and get better then the 60/40. Sunrise is thinking that at this point CIB may more viable option. CIB would be 50/50 grant/loan but the interest on the loan would be much lower and therefore it might be the best option economically for the town. Jesse just wanted the town to be aware of the changes with USDA and then make an informed decision about where to go for possible funding. The town and Sunrise discussed the existing loans that the town currently has and noted that 2 of the loans would be paid off by the time the funding would even happen so that would definitely be a plus. Raising the rates also shows that the town has been looking towards the future and doing their part to raise enough revenue to pay for a new loan. If the town board decides to go to CIB rather than USDA then Jesse would just let the lady over the applications know that they want to pull their application from them. There is no guarantee that they will get money from either place and it may be that they will get funding but it may not be in the way they would need it to be in order to pay it back. They don’t have to accept anything either, so that is also their option. The board discussed both scenarios. Michelle mentioned that someone will have to go the county commission meeting on Monday to ask that the county this project on the list for CIB for this year. This meeting is mandatory if they go after funding from CIB. Six County will be there also. The county commission will be the ones that put this project on the list for CIB so the board needs to just be there to tell them about the project and why it is necessary. The board decided to go to the county meeting and see if their project makes the list to go to CIB before they decide on who to go for funding from. Jesse will just wait to hear Monday after the meeting what to tell the USDA. Michelle will let him know which route they want to take after Monday. They think they will go to CIB rather then USDA if they are on the list, but until then they won’t make any decisions. 
The board continued reading from the book about the Open and Public Meetings Act. They read from pages 64-66. They will continue at the next meeting. 

Pace Ellett has approached a few board members about some people coming in that are willing to donate two free benches to the Veteran’s Memorial. The benches would go inside the Memorial. Then they said they could bring some trees and for $75 each tree they would plant them where the town wanted them. The board discussed this. They all agree that they aren’t sure what they want there in the future so they don’t think they want any trees right now. They may just want to keep the grass open and not do trees. They are happy to take the benches but no trees right now. 
The board opens the bids for the truck. There were 5 bids submitted and Kyle Torgerson is awarded the high bid at $1383. Michelle will let him know that he won and can come get the truck. 
Don Adams has approached the mayor about the town fixing his road that leads to his house. Michelle wasn’t sure if it was in the town or not, because it’s just a dirt road like a private easement. The town had never done anything before on that road and it had been in for a long time, so it seemed strange that he wanted it fixed by the town now. She was informed by Colleen at the courthouse that the road is part of the Prater Subdivision. The subdivision says quit claim deed #2 with a legal description that describes the 32.5 ft x 1280 ft. road right of way. Don Adams house is on lot 16 and the right of way goes to the south of lot 17. If she totals the subdivision lots and 500 West then it totals 630.17 feet. The annexation totals 664.63 ft. This is 34.46 feet beyond the subdivision lots which is the 32.5 referred to as quit claim deed #2. There is one problem, Colleen can’t find any quit claim deeds to Loa Town even though it appears the full intent is for the 32.5 road to be Loa Town’s. She suggested that Michelle see if she can find anything in minutes about it. She said that the county will only take over a road once it has been brought up to the county grade. No deeds are required. She was surprised he was asking Loa Town now after so many years. Michelle looked and found some talk about it in 1998, but nothing was clear about the road at all. They discussed the water but not the road. So, the town feels like in order for them to take care of the road then Don needs to bring some proof that the town was taking it over. They don’t think Don has ever brought it to grade so maybe that is why Loa Town never took it over. Travis mentioned that he remembers Dixie telling him that it was going to be a town road but it wasn’t in the spot that it was supposed to be and it never got fixed to the way the town would it expect it to be before they took it over. For now, the town board doesn’t feel obligated to taking care of the road until they have more proof from Don. The board looked at the annexation map and it didn’t even show the road as being in Loa Town so they just don’t think it is their road. 
Information Items:
There have been a few questions come up about cemetery plots. Michelle has been asked a few times about residents of Loa price vs. non residents of Loa price. It’s just hard to monitor this. The rule is that a resident can purchase a grave for $50 each and the non- resident can purchase for $250 each. But what if a resident purchases a grave and then gives the grave to a non-resident? There really isn’t a way for the town to stop this from happening. Of course, the rule is that they can’t sell their grave to someone else but we wouldn’t honestly know if they had. The board may need to look at the rules of the cemetery and make some changes to things in the future to clear some things up. They want Michelle to add it to the next agenda when they have more time to discuss it further. 

No other information was discussed.

The Mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn. Bart makes a motion that they adjourn. Bruce seconds it. All others vote in favor. Motion carries.   
Meeting Adjourned.
