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	Present:
	Kristy Cottrell, Deputy Director, Seniors

	Troy Wood, Chair
	Wendy Garcia, Division Director, FH&DC

	Brian Cook, Vice Chair
	Rachelle Blackham, Division Director, EHS

	Scott Zigich
	Ivy Melton Sales, Division Director, CHS

	Mayor Randy Lewis, Immediate Past Chair
	Diana Reich, Business Manager

	Lorene Kamalu, Commissioner
	Neal Geddes, ATTY

	Dr. Gary Alexander
	Isa Perry, Admin

	Ann Benson
	Aimee Dussol, PM/QI

	Dr. Ryan Stewart
	Maggie Matthews, Epi

	Dr. Colleen Taylor
	

	
	

	Department Staff:
	Visitors/Guests:

	Brian Hatch, Director of Health
	Megan Olsen, Standard Examiner

	Liz Carlisle, Administrative Asst
	Dawn Fitzpatrick, Layton City Council

	Dave Spence, Deputy Director, Health
	Joy Petro, Layton City Mayor



The emergency virtual meeting of the Davis County Board of Health (Board) was held Tuesday March 31, 2020 through Google meets and at the Davis County Health Department, Board Room, 22 South State Street, Clearfield, Utah.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. by Mr. Troy Wood.

Welcome 
Mr. Wood welcomed the Board and staff to the meeting and turned the meeting to Mr. Brian Hatch.  

COVID-19 Update (Information)
Mr. Hatch reported that currently Davis County has 80 confirmed cases and four probable cases for a total of 84.  A probable case means a close family contact to a positive case that has not been tested.  Davis County had the first confirmed case in the State on March 6.  Since that day the number of confirmed cases and steadily increased. Week one to two there was a 300 percent increase in cases, week 2 to 3 a 325 percent increase, and week 3 to week 4 a 176 percent increase.

To keep the public informed the Department has created a new webpage that contains a dashboard of data that includes case counts, rates, and deaths. The page also includes information from the Department, State, and Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding travel updates, personal protective equipment, how the disease is spread, etc.  

Confirmed cases by age group and hospitalization status provide interesting data.  Hospitalizations are affecting the 50 and older age groups more acutely.  For those under 18 we have seen only four cases and their rate per 100,000 is 3.54 percent with no hospitalizations.  We believe this number is low due to measures taken such as school closures which has slowed the spread of the virus within that age group.  The 18-34 group has 26 cases with one hospitalization their rate is 33.09 percent.  In the 35-49 group there are 20 cases with no hospitalizations their rate is 27.83 percent. The 50-64 group has 17 cases with three hospitalizations their rate is 40.04 percent. This is our most affected age group.  The 65 and older group has six cases with three hospitalizations, their rate is 25.48 percent. We are hoping that this age group listens to recommendations and that their numbers remain low. 

Mr. Hatch expressed concern for the groups 18-64 and their rates of infection. Most of these individuals are likely still working and/or are caretakers, and likely to be traveling.  The possibility of their exposure is higher than some of the other age groups.  The Department will continue to reach out and provide information on how to keep this group safe.  

Overall Davis County’s rate is 22 percent which is much lower than other jurisdictions.  Summit County’s rate is over 300 percent and they are in the top five highest rates in the nation. Wasatch County is over 100 percent and in the top 50 highest rates in the nation. 
Our data regarding exposure types of confirmed cases is also interesting.  At the beginning travel was the largest exposure type as the virus spreads those numbers have decreased.  Currently 29.6 percent of positive cases are attributed to travel; 34.6 percent a known contact, i.e. family or friends; 25.9 percent community acquired, this means we cannot identify where they acquired the illness; and 9.9 percent are still under investigation. The community acquired cases are of concern as it means that the virus is spreading through the community which makes slowing infections rates difficult.  Known contacts can be traced and individuals that may have been exposed can be quarantined and educated which slows the spread of the virus.

Mr. Wood asked if the data shows that the community acquired numbers are higher in the younger college age group.  Mr. Hatch reported that most of that age groups exposures were travel related. 

There have been 24 travel related cases, 21 community acquired cases, and 32 known contacts which can be broken down to 20 household contacts, 10 workplace contacts, and 2 through friends.  The Department wants prevent the exposure between the public and the workplace.  These numbers are the data that is used when considering whether to close businesses or parks. 

Davis County has tested 2,014 individuals 80 of whom were positive and 1,934 were negative.  

Mr. Cook asked what determines when a person should go in and be tested.   Mr. Hatch reported that individuals needed to meet the symptom criteria a fever, cough, or shortness of breath, before their clinicians could test them.  Last week they opened that criteria up to any flu like symptoms. The State is working to provide testing centers where anyone could be assessed and tested without a doctor’s order. This increased testing will show the true spread of the virus in our community.  

Mr. Cook asked where someone could be tested.  Mr. Hatch reported that currently it would be through your local clinician, however, its recommended and individual call ahead and not present with symptoms.   Mr. Hatch asked Dr. Ryan Stewart and Dr. Gary Alexander regarding testing. Dr. Stewart responded that Tanner Clinic is doing drive thru testing similar to what IHC is doing. He also reported they are not to the point where they can test anyone who would like a test as testing supplies are low but they are getting closer to that goal.

The Department is considering an order that directly aligns with the Governor’s directive.  However, we are considering some additions such as ordering parks, basketball courts, closed where individuals are congregating. The Department is also considering issuing warnings to targeted communities where infections rates are high. The small area rates show Bountiful to be at 22.75 percent per 100,000 population which is the highest rate in the County, the second highest is Centerville at 45.60. However, Clearfield/Hooper area is at only 9.71 percent. Issuing a warning to residents in those high areas may increase resident’s awareness to the increased risk.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Wood recommended that if you break cases down to show whether it was travel related or a workplace exposure that you could target the highly impacted areas with the correct information.  If the cases are all travel related can issue a warning that travel is highly impacting infection rates in your area you may consider not traveling. If it is businesses then you know to target businesses.

Mr. Hatch reported that the Department is working toward providing these snapshots of information to guide local areas. Have been meeting with local mayors to give as much information as possible, however, it is difficult as we dealing with private health information. As more cases are identified it is easier to release information because and individual will not be able to be identified.  

Mr. Cook asked what closures the Department is considering.  Currently the Department’s order prohibits mass gatherings of 10, and closes dine-in portions or restaurants. Restaurants will be allowed to continue take out orders and curbside pick-ups. The new order may include additions that match the governor’s directive that talks about fitness centers, gyms, and playgrounds. Still considering including other layers of industry specifically hair salons, nails salons, and body art facilities as the employees and clients are in close proximity. Salt Lake has already moved into these areas.  Trying to have the lightest touch possible while still protecting the publics health. 

Mr. Cook asked if the order did include those industries would that affect a home hair salon where it is just the one client and the stylist.  Mr. Hatch reported that is the problem, many areas have deemed those personal services as non-essential.  The gathering is limited to two however they are in close proximity for a long period of time. The approach is to take this in steps due to the ramifications of a full stay at home order. We have confidence that the public will do the right thing and take care of their needs.

Mayor Lewis thanked Brian for looking at the data specific for our County and not others so that our orders are tailored to Davis County. He emphasized the need for city councils and mayors to get the right information from the State health department our local health department and the CDC. There is a need to get as much information as possible to the public.  Ensuring we are sending information not only to the website dashboard but also to the newspapers like the Clipper and Standard Examiner telling people where they can find reputable information.  Social media information regarding Coronavirus has been misleading at times.  

Commissioner Kamalu added that when questions come to the Commission office they are careful to explain that our public health orders are based on Davis County data and will be a stepped approach. While also assuring them the information and response is being managed by subject matter experts at the Health Department. 

Dr. Alexander encouraged the Department to be as aggressive as possible to protect the public health and ensure positive cases don’t overwhelm our healthcare system as they have in other regions. Mr. Wood agreed with Dr. Alexander and commented that if we wait to long to impose protections you lose your chance to make a difference.  Mayor Petro also commented and recommended the order be as aggressive as possible. Mr. Hatch responded that he recently met with local members of the legislature and individuals are divided on being very aggressive to not doing anything at all. Finding that balance that protects public health without heavy handedness is difficult.  The Departments decision making is being based off of data to ensure we are making the right steps.

Mr. Scott Zigich reported to the Board that Mr. Hatch’s interactions with the school district has been outstanding. He has worked closely with district leadership and provided needed information and guidance.  The Department has been holding weekly meetings with the district to answer questions and provide new information. 

Mr. Zigich asked what kinds of supplies will be needed if the outbreak worsens and if the Board can do anything to help with the supply chain. Most supplies that will be needed will be in the healthcare system. The Department does have a limited supply of masks. The State’s Emergency Operations Center is currently working on getting supplies and then distributing them to the healthcare system. 

Mr. Wood added that he is concerned that small health agencies are having a very difficult time finding supplies.  The larger hospitals while there is a shortage and measures are in place to conserve supplies are able to access supplies due to their larger supply chains. He recommended the Department try and distribute supplies to those smaller agencies.

Mr. Hatch reported the Department has been working with local home health agencies, long term care facilities, skilled nursing facilities, and assisted living facilities, as well as others. We are trying to assess their needs and supply them with what they need if we have it. 

Commissioner Kamalu reinforced Mr. Wood’s opinion regarding supplies.  Recently had the opportunity to speak with all the local hospitals leadership and Mr. Hatch. It was a learning experience to hear their concerns regarding capacity and the challenges to medical professionals.

Mr. Hatch asked Mr. Wood if there was anything the Board would like to consider in regards to the public health order. It is the Boards purview to provide directive, resolutions, or recommendations. Mr. Wood commented that looking at the data the Department may be asking do we start to limit salons, decrease social contact and asked what the Department’s next steps are.

Mr. Hatch reported he is comfortable following the States directive at this time, and adding warnings to the small areas that have increased infection rates. If the need arises for the order to be modified to be more aggressive another meeting could be called to allow the Board to consider a new public health order. Mr. Hatch stated that we need to balance fear and the facts. Some modeling shows we should be seeing 400 cases statewide at this time and we aren’t seeing that amount of cases. 

Commissioner Kamalu recommended the Board be very active and encouraging with the public, to lead the way by example.  

Dr. Alexander commented that he is supportive of the stepped approach the Department is recommending. He also stated that if needed the Board would be available daily to support the Department. Mr. Hatch thanked the Board and as the Department moves into more difficult decisions the Board will be needed.  

Mr. Wood commented that as long as the Board and the Department follows the data rather than opinions the response will be on the right path.  Mr. Hatch responded that following the data is the guiding principles, we will not stop this outbreak. However, we are trying to flatten the curve and to ensure the healthcare system is not overwhelmed. 

The Department will be sending the Board information and updates through email as needed. Mr. Hatch also reported to the Board how hard Department staff has worked. They have put in long hours and been able to manage our cases in a very timely manner.  Staff’s normal routines have been turned upside down however, they have responded well. We have been able to surge and pull staff into newly needed functions. They have jumped in and are doing very well. Commissioner Kamalu mentioned it is amazing to see the Department in action.  

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 a.m.  

NEXT MEETING:	May 12, 2020
                                       7:30 a.m.
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