
Gunnison City Council Special Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, April 8, 2020, 5:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:  Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Shawn Crane, Stella Hill, Justen Mellor, Rod Taylor, and Court Clerk Pam Barrus
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
5:00 pm Special Meeting
Discuss City Treasurer Vacancy Followed by Candidate Interviews
Mayor Nay announced this special meeting was being held to discuss the City Treasurer vacancy.  The candidates were scheduled for interviews tonight, at which time the meeting would go into closed session.

Councilmember Crane made the motion to close the open session, and to go into a closed session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-205(1) of the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (a) discussion of the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.  Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 roll call vote. 
5:05 pm Closed Session

8:00 pm Open Session 
Mayor Nay indicated five candidates had been interviewed for the position of treasurer.  Mayor Nay would like to give the Council a little time to consider the applicants then get together, make a decision, and offer the position later this week.  

Mayor Nay reported it had been brought to her attention that the Recreation Trails Program Grant (RTP) application deadline was May 1st rather than the May 28th she had in her mind.  Due to the pandemic going on, the proposed public hearing discussed and scheduled previously had not been held. Apparently, the RTP had more money than anyone for trails, and they were the best when looking for funding to acquire property for trails. Mayor Nay stated she would like to have held the public hearing prior to submitting the grant application, but now questioned how a public hearing could be held and still meet the deadline.  Mayor Nay explained two possible options:  Option A- this could be done backwards by obtaining a vote at the next council meeting to approve her to move forward with the application for a specific amount, and if the grant came back with a different answer on the area plan or if the Council decided something different, then they could always reject the grant.  The public hearing could then be held on May 6th in hopes the meeting could be held in person with some kind of assemblance of that meeting with social distancing.  Mayor Nay didn’t think the public would appreciate missing a meeting.  Councilmember Mellor spoke of the difficulties it would create for those for or against the project.  He would like this to be fair.  Mayor Nay then described Option B:  go ahead and post the public hearing with the soonest being Wednesday, April 29th to allow for this to be posted in the paper for two weeks.  This would mean the council would meet on April 15th, April 29th and again on May 6th.  The preliminary budget would need to be adopted on May 6th so that meeting still needed to be held.  

Councilmember Taylor reminded the council of the public hearing already held by the Planning Commission regarding the G-Hill.  Mayor Nay announced that had been brought up last night at the G-Hill meeting.   Councilmember Taylor suggested the G-Hill Committee request the city go after a grant for them.  Councilmember Hill gave more insight to the Planning Commission’s approval noting there were changes.  Councilmember Taylor specified the Planning Commission had approved it with the one condition that no money would be spent by Gunnison City for the development of the G-Hill.  Councilmember Taylor felt the structure of this project should be like the pass-through grants that go through the city for the Casino Star Theatre, and likened to the structuring of this project to the functioning of the Manti Trails Committee.  
Councilmember Taylor stated he would be a contributor, but explained democracy hit him in a way that “you have a right to pursue your own happiness as long as it doesn’t infringe upon someone else’s rights”.  He felt it was an infringement if they forced it upon everyone at the city to help pay for this project.  He felt contributors would come, and if they had it set up for people to receive a tax deduction with their donations, that would make a huge difference.  Councilmember Crane stated almost everything was an infringement on someone, and as an example, pointed out he didn’t have any kids in school at this time.  Mayor Nay referred to 501(c)(3)’s noting there were very few of them that survived.  Mayor Nay indicated if they were going to say this was an 
-1-

-2-
important part of the city, they adopt it as a community facility, and they may use some of their recreation budget, and they may not. Their intent would be to do some one time funding which would mean grants, donations, fundraisers, and a last resort would be anything from the city.  Any funding from the city would have to be done like any other spending the city does, and it would have to be approved by the Council as per the city’s purchasing policy.  
Mayor Nay described a “community facility” further noting there wouldn’t be anyone better than a city to take care of it.  Councilmember Mellor questioned if the city owned the G-Hill, who would be liable for that care, and would there be funds needed for that?  Councilmember Taylor gave some examples of things that bring other people serenity and the ability to ponder.  He noted everyone had money they could spend that was optional.  Councilmember Hill indicated those items weren’t the same, and drew attention to the recent election where enough people said they wanted to improve the G-Hill, and she and Councilmember Mellor were elected to their positions because of that.  Councilmember Taylor stated that was democracy, and if they wanted to proceed with a motion, that the Mayor was asking for, then they could, without going through all of the steps the city normally would and move forward with it.  
Mayor Nay summarized the conversation noting they could get the G-Hill Committee represented at the April 15th council meeting to discuss the grant, then they could get a vote to move forward with it.  Mayor Nay questioned if the Council would like to have a meeting on April 29th to discuss and review the area plan or just vote on it April 15th then hold a public hearing as soon as possible.  Councilmember Crane suggested the vote be added to the April 15th agenda then move ahead.  He noted they had already held a public hearing through the Planning Commission, and if they need to and the bottom fell out, then they could just turn down the grant.  Mayor Nay commented on the importance of being transparent, and making sure everyone was aware of what was going on.  Councilmember Taylor didn’t think they would be able to hold a public hearing with everything going on with the pandemic.  Councilmember Crane commented on the unusual, exceptional experiences people were going through noting everyday was still so fluid.  Mayor Nay commented CDBG had just come out stating the city would not need to hold its second public hearing for the grant application because of the situation going on.  
Adjourn 
Councilmember Crane made the motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Hill seconded the motion.  

8:45 p.m. Adjourn 
__________________________________                                                                                                     

Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder

__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  

__________________________________

Approval Date

