Emery County Public Lands Meeting
April 2, 2013
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Bruce Wilson, Rod Player, Chuck Semborski, Mistie Christiansen, Sherrel Ward, Jon Gilbert
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Joan Powell, Bert Hadden, Jaydon Mead, Wayne Ludington, Vicky Miller, Marc Stilson, Commissioner Horrocks, Laurel Nielsen, Ian Allen, Wade Garrett, Paula Wellnitz, Bill Bates, Dennis Oakley, Ron Dean, Mike McCandless, Bryan Torgerson, Bill Broadbear
Excused:  
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Bruce Wilson made motion to accept the March 5, 2013 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Rod Player, motion carried.  
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed remarked about the White House press announcement of the establishment of six new National Monuments under the authority of the Antiquities Act.  Four are small historic sites, the fifth is the San Juan Island Archipelago in Puget Sound in Washington and the one of most interest to us is the Rio Grande Del Norte National Monument in New Mexico. He passed out a map and noted what similarities and de-similarities there might be to what we are trying to do here.  It is a large area but less than half the size of our proposed NCA.  The main geographic feature of the Monument is the Rio Grande River Gorge. The river in this section had previously been designated a Wild and Scenic River before the designation.  
4.  Election of Officers (Chair, Vice-Chair:  Chair: Bruce Wilson nominated Ed Geary, Mistie Christiansen seconded; Sherrel Ward made motion to cease nominations and put in by acclamation, Rod Player seconded, motion carried.  Vice-chair: Sherrel Ward nominated Rod Player, Jon Gilbert seconded; Bruce Wilson made motion to cease nominations and put in by acclamation, Chuck Semborski seconded, motion carried.

5.  Consideration to amend by-laws to extend council terms to 4 years:  Sherrel Ward made motion to amend the by-laws to extend council terms from two years to a four (4) year cycle, Rod Player seconded the motion, motion carried.  
Term ends 2017:  Ed Geary, Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Mark H. Williams, Bruce Wilson
Term ends 2015:  Mistie Christiansen, Jon Gilbert, Chuck Semborski 
Recommendation will be forwarded on to the County Commission for final approval.

6.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Horrocks reported that it is still moving forward.  He, Ray, and Randy Johnson will be going to Washington DC this month to further pursue the land bill.  Ray reported that last Thursday, he and Commissioner Nelson met with Congressman Chaffetz and two of this staff, Wade Garrett and Justin Harding; Fred Ferguson from Bishop’s Washington Office and Kathleen Clarke from the Public Lands Policy and Coordinating Office (PLPCO).  The group met at Spotted Wolf rest area and traveled up I-70 to the turnoff at Buckhorn Draw, traveled on through there and on up into Castle Dale.  They 
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spent about three hours on the swell and looked at some of the boundaries that we have established for proposed wilderness areas, NCA’s, and discussed further the issues that goes along with them.  The visitors seemed to be impressed with the landscape, the cultural sites, and issues that we are looking at.  They looked at the Buckhorn panel, went to the Wedge Overlook and it was a good time to get them on the ground to see what we are doing and they were all favorably impressed and saw the wisdom of what we are doing and were very positive and supportive and are looking forward to future dialogue.  
Senator Hinkins passed an Energy Zone bill which Emery County partnered in and included Carbon County.  Emery County identified both federal and state lands that were not part of our special designations for Energy Zone designation. Language in the proposed bill stated that energy development is the “highest priority”.  Emery County modified the language to state that it is a ‘high priority’ and it must be balanced with other resources.  For example, watershed health must remain a higher priority than energy development.
7.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  None
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Marc reported on SB 109 – This has been the number one water issue in the state that is being dealt with right now.  It was proposed last year and again this year and the bill ultimately failed. Water right law was put in place in 1903 and it is a set of solutions that solve a bunch of problems mainly for agriculture and the law was based on new appropriations which we have lived with for over a hundred years.  Most of the state is now fully appropriated and is closed to new appropriation and the only way to change water now is by doing a change application on existing rights.  There is a way to protect water rights, you can file a non-use application and that protects them for seven years and you can do that continually.  The state engineer has been stripped of a lot of his authority power and managing water rights and change applications.  

Marc went with US Fish & Wildlife and UDWR to Desert Lake to look at changes that will be occurring there so a sprinkling system can be put in.  There are two old water rights that Fish & Wildlife own as well as the land.  These water rights are fourth class rights. Right now there is no infrastructure to get the water to Desert Lake.  
The Adobe Wash Reservoir is filling up and is about full.  

Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  None. Ray stated that they rescheduled their meeting to April 23rd at 10:00am in Castle Dale.
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Bill reported that Quagga Mussels have been found in Lake Powell and the Director has issued a decontamination order. So any boats that are going out on the lake will need to be cleaned, drained, and dried before they go in the water.  There will be some large checkpoints on I-15.  
They had a meeting with Kyle Ekker and Howard Tuttle regarding a debris basin in Huntington Creek.  The legislature appropriated $800,000 to put in this debris basin.  They have a couple of projects planned up on the watershed to try and speed up the process in Huntington Canyon.

Big Game – the biggest change on the Manti is an additional 250-300 permits on antlerless elk.
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School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  Bryan reported they are working with the CIB to help counties get funding for OHV for county roads.  They have been working with the Desert Sage Riders and the BLM to put a kiosk on SITLA grounds at a staging area by Woodside and they will also be installing a couple of cattle guards in the Buckhorn area by Chimney Rock.  
In regards to the Land Bill, their Board approved the language for the grazing language which is essentially the same language that Emery County put forward.  They approved the language in March and Bryan will get it to Ray.

They have been talking to Mike about selling one 40-acre parcel in the Green River Industrial Park.  In regards to the May 16th sale, the only option from this area will be the DWR property.  You can find out more information on their website.
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Bill Broadbear from the Price Office reported for Darren.  A press release went out a couple of weeks ago in regards to Huntington Canyon for people wanting to schedule for family reunions, camping, etc.  The press release states that the canyon from the forest boundary up to Electric Lake will remain closed to overnight use; the area from Horse Canyon south on down through the canyon, that area will be open to day use but no overnight camping.  From that point up to North Hughes Canyon will be closed to all overnight camping and day use.  Trails in the lower part of the canyon will be open at the onset of the season.  Trails above Horse Canyon still need a lot of work.  The road into Nuck Woodward will be closed for most of the summer.  It will be gated at the bottom as well as at the top at Castle Valley Ridge and will stay closed until they can assess what monsoon moisture may do or not do to that road and everything along it.  
Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  Mistie stated that Slate asked to be excused and reported that there is 319 money which is water quality and EPA money available by the San Rafael Basin. Applications need to be in by May 1st.  
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  None
Washington Delegation Staff:  Ron reported that they continue to work on the public lands process.  Lavar Webb has been hired as a mediator and Celia ? to help others through the process.  Congressman Bishop is working with all interest groups in the process as well.  
Ron spoke with Commissioner Horrocks concerning the reduced mineral royalty money that the administration is engaging in.  They are looking at SRS funding related to the House Sequestration that may affect rural school monies, as well as how it will affect PILT funding.  He does not have any hard information regarding these funding sources.  

Additional Issues from Council Members:  Sherrel gave the snow/water equivalent report:  Seeley Creek – 74%; Mammoth-Cottonwood – 72%; Pine Ridge – 58%; basin wide is 74%;
Electric Lake inflow is 60% of average; Huntington Creek – 63%; Joes Valley – 59%; Ferron Creek – 61%; Muddy – 58% so we are looking at 50-60% of normal runoff.

Sherrel mentioned a letter he received from the Humbug Cattle Association who is protesting OHV routes through their private property on the Humbug allotment which is destroying the property including vegetation for winter feed.  Mike stated that there is a Class “D” county road that goes through their property and has done so for as long as they have owned the property.  
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It is not a newly designated route, it is a part of the county transportation system.  The issue that has brought this up most recently is that the BLM has done signing in the area from Chimney Rock to the Price River.  He believes the route was an old oil or seismograph one from sometime in the 30-50’s. It is not a new route and approached the group about seven years ago about getting an easement to another part of their property because you couldn’t cross the river at that point.  They declined and we have not dealt with the issue since that time.  Joan Powell will send a copy of the letter out to OHV groups to get comments.
9.  Concerned Citizens:  None
10. Adjourn:  Bruce Wilson made motion to adjourn, seconded by Chuck Semborski, meeting adjourned.
