
Project Description- Desolation Trail Reroute: Bridge Purchase

The heavily used and popular section of the Desolation trail going from Mill D North trail head to Dog Lake has an extended section of steep, eroding tread that 
negatively impacts natural resources and recreation experience. The Salt Lake Ranger District, working with Salt Lake County, Trails Utah, Salt Lake Valley Trails Society 
and hopefully the Central Wasatch Commission, aims to replace this problematic trail section by rerouting the trail with sustainable grade tread. 

Current situation:

The section of Desolation Trail going south and downhill from Dog Lake was built unsustainably.  Over a half mile of trail averages 19% grade, with sections at 35% 
grade, and the trail goes directly down the fall line instead of using side-slope. The result is erosion, exposure of rocks and roots, channeling water on the trail, and 
widening of the tread. This current situation is bad for water quality in this area managed for municipal water supply. It is bad for vegetation, as the trail continues to 
widen and erode. Most noticeably, it is bad for recreation. Water has caused a deep erosion rut in the middle of this shared use trail.  The steep grade and the erosion 
rut makes for a dangerous situation with mountain bike riders coming downhill with hikers coming up.

The Salt Lake Ranger District has an approved plan to reroute the trail with 0.65 miles of new tail including several switchbacks.  This will eliminate the fall line trail 
section and reduce the trail grade from an average of 19% down to a sustainable 8%.  The NEPA review has been completed and the trail alignment is flagged for 
construction. Stream alteration permits are approved.   Initial funding was obtained from Salt Lake County and a Recreational Trails Program grant. 

Immediate need: 

The final trail design found that the rerouted trail must cross back and forth over a ravine coming off of the east side of Reynolds Peak.  This unexpected design 
change requires two significant bridges over the ravine not included in the original cost estimate.  Bids for the prefabricated bridge materials came in at $21,135.  The 
USFS can assemble the bridges on site within their project contingency.  
Without additional funding this project can not be completed this summer as planned.  The project is otherwise ready for construction. The prefabricated bridge 
materials should take 8 weeks to be delivered on site after the order is placed. 

Project Budget:

There's broad funding support for Dog Lake reroute and bridge project:
o Salt Lake County Parks & Recreation bond money, agreement with USFS: $25,000
o Recreational Trail Program grant awarded to USFS: $20,000
o USFS appropriated funds: $  6,360
o Volunteer In-Kind commitments from Salt Lake Valley Trails Society, CCF: $  8,000
o CWC support for Bridge Materials: $20,000

$79,360



This is a view of the project 
area looking north up the Mill 
D North drainage from Big 
Cottonwood Canyon towards 
Dog Lake.



Dog Lake is frequently accessed by bikes from the Wasatch Crest and Millcreek Trails, but the check-steps 
and erosion on the trail toward Mill D trailhead is hard for bikers, hikers, and watershed.  With 
sustainable and bike-able grades, this 0.65 reroute will improve connectivity and access. 



Photos show erosion.  Inclinometer 
measured grades of 35% for 
multiple sections.  Average over the 
entire rerouted section is 19% 
grade, average over reroute is 8%.
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Purchase & Delivery of Bridge Materials

Trail alignment clearing

Trail construction

Bridge assembly on site

Closure and Revegetation of old trail sections





Original signed by R. Hotze
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