
Project Description- Desolation Trail Major Maintenance

Project Location:  Desolation Trail between Circle Awl ridge and Millcreek Dog Lake

Present Situation: 
The Desolation Trail from Circle Awl ridge to Millcreek Dog Lake needs major maintenance. The trail is overgrown 
with brush and many areas have slid down the hillside. Other areas have filled in with debris that has slid down from 
above.

This trail is difficult and expensive to maintain because of its remote location relative to trailheads. Trail maintenance 
involves having a trail crew camp overnight on site due to the time required to hike into the work site. Consequently 
the USFS and CCF can not allocate trail crew time for this section of Desolation Trail.  

Several years ago the Utah Conservation Corps was hired by Trails Utah to complete major trail maintenance on the 
Desolation Trail between Circle Awl ridge west to Thaynes Canyon with great success. 

Project Proposal:
Complete major maintenance on the 3 mile long section of the Desolation Trail between Circle Awl ridge and 
Millcreek Dog Lake. The work needed includes trail footbed restoration and significant cutting back brush. 
Logistics of the project include providing potable water to the crew at their campsite.

Project Benefits:
Restoring this trail will greatly improve the user experience on this iconic east west running section of wilderness 
trail.  This section of trail is integral to several loop trail hikes in this area in the center of the Central Wasatch.  These 
loops include the 7 mile loop up Butler Fork Trail, the 8 mile loop with lower Butler Fork and Mill D North Trails via 
shuttle, and the 12 mile loop up Mill D North Trail.

Project Budget:

At the Utah Conservation Corps trail crew cost $3,900 a week and an estimated 4 weeks of work required to 
renovate this 3 miles of trail plus minor overhead costs,  the project will cost $16,000. 



This is a view of the 
project area looking 
north from Big 
Cottonwood Canyon.  

You can see that the 
distance into the work 
area is so far that normal 
maintenance by the 
USFS or CCF trail crews is 
not feasible.



Restoring this trail will greatly improve the user experience on this iconic east west running section of 
wilderness trail.  This section of trail is integral to several loop trail hikes in this area in the center of the 
Central Wasatch.  These loops include the 7 mile loop up Butler Fork Trail, the 8 mile loop with lower Butler 
Fork and Mill D North Trails via shuttle, and the 12 mile loop up Mill D North Trail.
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