Hatch Town Board Meeting

March 31, 2020


Town Board Present:  Mayor Kevin Eldredge, Tony Dinges, Kurt Sawyer & Melissa Poulsen
Staff Present:  Jacie Torgersen, Kerri Justus and Kerry Barney
Public Present:  Ensign Engineering (Travis, Justin & Josh) and Raquel Thompson.
The meeting began at 7:15 pm with Mayor Eldredge welcoming everyone to the meeting.  Mayor Eldredge, Kurt Sawyer, Kerry Barney and Raquel Thompson were at the town hall, everyone else met virtually through Zoom.
1. Meeting Called to Order

The opening prayer was offered by Raquel Thompson and Councilor Sawyer led those present in the pledge.
Mayor Eldredge went through some information about COVID-19.  There are some resources available for grants and loans.  There has been one confirmed case of COVID-19 in  Garfield County, the resident lives in Panguitch Lake.  All government offices in Garfield County  will shut down tomorrow to the public.  It will just be employees working in the courthouse, public will not be allowed in.
2. Approval of February 19, 2020 meeting minutes Previous Minutes

Councilor Dinges motioned to approve the minutes and Councilor Sawyer seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review February Invoices, checks & financial report

Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve the expenditures and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications
5.1 Hatch General Plan
The General Plan is done and has been sent by email for the council to review.  Councilor Dinges noticed a few little edits that could be fixed but wouldn’t make a lot of difference in the document.  Mayor Eldredge thanked Ensign Engineering for their hard work and let them know how much the town appreciates them.  Ensign felt that the town had good participation in creating the document from citizens and council members.  The results in the plan magnify community effort instead of just Ensign Engineering.  The general plan is specific for the Town of Hatch.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve the plan and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
UDOT is in town right now working on main street.  Councilor Dinges met with them and they are going to take the pavement to the sidewalk on the west side.  They are re-doing the drains from 300 N to the Hoo Doo Hideout on the south of town.   They will be resurfacing the approaches on the west side and feathering the asphalt out.
Ensign Engineering completed the water rights application for the town and just needs to have them signed and notarized by the town to get them submitted.  They also let the town know that there is a lot of federal/state money available right now for projects if the town wants to start applying for funding for another project.
5.2 Generator Bid for Community Center
Councilor Kabonic was not present to discuss this so it will be on the agenda for next month.
5.3 Vacation Rentals – Business License, Conditional Use Permit, Number
The council needs to decide if they are going to require condition use permits with the business licenses.  All business licenses expire May 31st so they council needs to decide before then.  A decision also needs to be made if the town wants to limit the number of vacation rentals.
Kerry Barney, planning  & zoning chairman, feels like the town should take care of their own.  If someone lives here they should have priority over those who live out of state in renting out their vacation rentals. Councilor Sawyer feels that Gordon Hilton’s vacation rentals should be considered a motel since he has 6 units.  He thinks that he needs to apply for a zone change and his rentals coded as a motel.  Councilor Sawyer will contact him to discuss this.  Councilor Dinges thinks that the current crisis may change things up a little.  He would like to see a limit set on the number of Air B&B’s in town.  Councilors Dinges & Sawyer both feel like there should be a cap put on the number.  The town is at 14% right now with the number of vacation rentals in comparison to homes in town.  Without Gordon Hilton’s 6 units the town would be at 10%.  10% is the number that Escalante capped their vacation rentals at.  Jacie Torgersen issued two new businesses licenses for vacation rentals within the last two weeks.  The current charge for a conditional use permit is $300 and a business license is $35.
6. Ordinances

6.1 Ordinance 2020-02 Electronic Meetings Policy
Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve the Electronic Meeting Ordinance and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
7. Report of Officers – boards – committees

7.1 Water Department – Water Usage


7.1.a Water Repairs


7.1.b Consumer Confidence Report


7.1.c Water Use Report
There were some technical difficulties with the meeting at this point in time.  The water reports were approved.
7.2 Fire Department-
7.3 Road Department-
The county does have money available to help with roads according to Kaden Figgins.  Mayor Eldredge is scheduled to meet with him in the near future.  Everything is on hold for now but the town is hoping to get some help with the county on chip sealing the roads.  Councilor Dinges wondered if the town could get some of the milled asphalt that they are taking off highway 89 to use for the base.  Councilor Sawyer will talk with Western Rock and see if it is a possibility.

7.4 Parks & Recreation-


7.4.a Easter Egg Hunt
Councilor Melissa Poulsen has organized an “Egg My Yard” hunt for the town.  There is a poster up at the post office and it has been posted on the Hatch Ward Facebook Page.  People need to sign up by calling the town hall or emailing the town office and on Saturday, April 11th their front lawn will be “egged” before 10am.  Councilor Poulsen has ordered the stuff and her family will help her deliver the eggs and goodies.


7.4.b Park Bathroom Usage/Porta Potty Bids
The council feels that the biking group that wants to use the park bathrooms can just use the porta potties so that someone will not need to open and close the bathrooms each week for them.  There were some bids sent out to the council for the porta potties.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to get two porta potties from the Party Pooper Company which will service them weekly from June-October and Councilor Poulsen seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
Kerry Barney was asking if there was an ordinance in place about overnight park usage.  Councilor Poulsen has noticed that there are a lot of motor homes and RV’s that park on the sides of the road or at the park overnight.  Councilor Dinges wants to know if a rule is made who will enforce that rule.  A suggestion was made to have an ordinance in place regulating camping overnight in town limits.  The planning & zoning commission will look into this.
7.5 Grants-
Mayor Eldredge will check with CIB to see what funding is available for future projects.
7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission
An organizational meeting was held for the planning & zoning commission.  Kerry Barney will approve all building permits unless they are commercial and then they will need to come before the planning & zoning commission and also the town council.


7.6.a Hatch Appeals Authority
8. Unfinished Business
9. New Business
There was a concern brought up about storage containers that are being put in around town.  The town needs to get an ordinance in place to regulate where they are placed on the property and what they look like.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 30th at 7pm.
10. Adjournment
Councilor Dinges motioned to adjourn and Councilor Sawyer seconded the motion.
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