The Town of Mantua Council Meeting Minutes
Held on March 19, 2020
6:30 pm at Town Hall
 
Council Members present: Mayor Michael Johnson, Paul Nye, George Wouden, William Hodgins and Jan Palmer-Recorder
Council Members absent: Sandra Russell
Audience present: Kevin Parkinson, Pam Eaves, Daniel Olsen, Eric Ellis, Chief Justin Brown, Brian Leavitt and Harper Johnson
Invocation: Eric Ellis
Motion to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting held on March 5, 2020
Motion: Mayor Michael Johnson
Second:  William Hodgins
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, William Hodgins, Paul Nye and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes
Kevin Parkinson-Maple Springs Phase 4: Pam Eaves, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning commission said the P&Z did approve Phase 4 of the Maple Springs Subdivision. She also mentioned Kevin has done everything that was asked of him and the engineer has signed off on Phase 4. 
Motion to approve Phase 4 of Maple Springs Subdivision
Motion: William Hodgins
Second: George Wouden
Yes votes: Mayor Michael Johnson, William Hodgins, George Wouden and Paul Nye
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes

Eric Ellis – Park Plan:  Eric explained the Parks Committee has been looking at designs for the parks for quite a while now. The committee has decided they would like to call the park at 150 East the Danes Park based on the Town’s history. The Danes Park would be considered a passive park due to it being in the middle of homes and the Maple Springs Park would be considered an active park because it is on a main street and on the edge of the community. He presented the Council with a packet with the park plans included. The budget on the Danes Park shows over $300,000, but that is not what they expect to spend, they hope to have volunteers do some of the work, donations and fundraising opportunities. They will go the speed the money allows. Eric says the committee hopes that with funding and impact fees they think the parks will take at least six years to be completed. Essentially what he is coming to ask for is for approval to get bids for the Danes park for projects they will need outside sources to do other, than the volunteers. They will have a person in charge of volunteerism and a person in charge of fundraising.  Eric explained Scott Butler the Chairman of the Parks Committee has stepped down and Eric has accepted the position of Parks Committee Chairman.
George said his family had discussed the name of “Danes Park and they feel that “The Danish Heritage Park” would be a better name for that park. Eric said he could take that to the Parks Committee and see how they feel about that. 
George would like to approve the plans for both parks so that they don’t have to wait for the completion of the Danes Park before being able to start on the Maple Spring Park. The Mayor’s concern is if we get spread too thin, we could end up with two weed patches because we can’t afford the parks. Harper agrees with the Mayor, as a citizen he would prefer the Council wait until we finish one park before we start another. William agrees we are looking at a total of three parks, the Main Street Park was improved in 2019 but it is still not completed.  He would be in favor of completing Main Street Park first then move on to Danes Park and then Maple Springs. 
Motion to accept the plan for the park at 150 East as presented so they can obtain bids for the initial work. Motion: George Wouden
Second: Paul Nye
Yes votes: George Wouden, Paul Nye, Mayor Johnson and William Hodgins
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes

The Council thanked Eric for all his work. George reported that all Park Committee meetings have been canceled for the time being due to the COVID-19. 

Brian Leavitt – Rental Property:  Brian is here about his home rental, he was just wondering what if the Council came up with any solution since Brian was here a month ago. Brian explained right now he is not in compliance with the short-term rental property agreement.  The agreement is that he can rent for less than 30 days, but he told the gentleman that is renting from him he could stay for 6 months.  He would like to address a few things he thinks are problems with the ordinance.  Brian pointed out that the fine for non-compliance is set by the Council according to the ordinance. The Mayor explained the fine is up to the Judge to set, those fine amounts are only guidelines in the ordinance.  Brian explained there are a few things in the ordinance that go against the Fair-Housing Act. The Mayor asked Brian if he has any documentation about the Fair Housing Act since this is the second time, he has brought it up.  Brian said he did not. William asked Brian if he rents the whole house out, Brian responded he only rents one bedroom.  Paul said if Brian wants to rent through the long-term rental agreement, he has several requirements he would have to meet such as separate kitchen, entrance and living space.  George explained to Brian every town or city has their own zoning requirements for rentals.  We do have a short-term rental for homes for those that do not comply with the long-term rental ordinance.  Brian insisted that in order to do the short-term rental there is a $500 application fee.  Paul read from the ordinance that the application fee is $25, and the business license is $25, it can be up to $500 fine if not renewed each year by May 1. The Mayor went on to explain to Brian what he would need to do to make his house compliant for either a short-term or long-term rental. Brian is frustrated that he cannot rent out just a bedroom to help with his house payment. He went on to say that Federal Laws would override city ordinances. Brian then stood to leave telling the Council to figure how long he has not complied and send him a bill. The Mayor asked Chief Brown to get with Brian and make sure he is charged with any violations of the Town’s ordinances he is in non-compliance with.  The Mayor said Brian has been in violation for quite some time, that is why he would like the Chief to follow-up, he has already been given a substantial amount of time to come into compliance, by his own admission he has not done that.  The Chief added that the police department has been going back and forth with Brian for the last three or four months trying to get him to come into compliance.

Consideration of the bills: none

Easter Egg Hunt: The Mayor asked George if he had talked to Heidi Redington about the hunt.  George replied he had not talked to Heidi about the Easter Egg Hunt, he does understand that she does want to proceed with it. George would like to wait another week or so before canceling the event due to the COVID-19. The Council will make a decision on that before newsletters go out.  Paul and William are in favoring of canceling it, they don’t want to be responsible for infecting the whole town.  The Mayor would like George to get with some doctors in Town and see how they feel about it before a decision is made. 

Streetlights: Harper does not have anything new on streetlights. He was Blue Staking the sewer lines going down the canyon when he noticed at the base of the streetlights, where you come into Town, he saw some tools laying there. He looked in the box at the base of the lights and there were no wires there, someone had removed the wires.  Harper contacted Officer Hubbard who filed a police report on the incident.  Those are the Town’s lights so Harper does not know whether we want to pay for that through the General account or go through the insurance company. The Mayor asked if there was any way to make those boxes more secure. Harper will investigate that. 

Water tank: Harper reported all the legal descriptions and paperwork have been drawn up and sent out. 
At this point Smiths are willing to grant the easement and Spiers are willing to do the property exchange.

Public Comment:  Daniel Olsen would like to suggest that the city amend the Town Ordinance #06-07-04 Section 5, in order to accommodate citizens that would like to operate altered vehicles on city roads.  There are a number of other states and cities that do allow altered vehicles on public roads.  The Mayor said we do allow OHV’s on our roads and he does know Daniel has a modified jeep he would like to operate on the city roads. The concern would be, how much did a person modify the vehicle and how safe is the vehicle to drive on public roads. Daniel said our ordinance does cover safety in section 6.  Chief Brown knows where Daniel is coming from, his fear is someone would show up with a monster truck and we couldn’t keep them off the road.  He doesn’t have strong feelings against it, but he thinks there should be more safety restrictions than there are in the ordinance right now. The Mayor would not mind re-visiting the ordinance, so he would like the Chief and Daniel to get together and come up with an amendment to the ordinance that is agreeable for everyone.  

Pam Eaves agrees that with all the state and federal mandates, these events the Council was discussing should be canceled. The Planning Commission has had an application presented, for a parking lot for the commercial business in Town, but at this time they are in violation of the commercial code. Our code states that if you have a commercial zone next to a residential property it needs a six-foot concrete or masonry fence. The Council agrees that a letter should be sent out telling them they will need to comply with the ordinance. A date for compliance should be included in the letter. 

Council Comments: 

Paul thanked everyone for all they do.

George wanted to thank Scott Butler for the time he has served as the Parks Committee Chairman.  He would also like to thank Eric Ellis who is now the Parks Committee Chairman.

William would like to thank Harper and his crew for going out yesterday after the earthquake to make sure our water tank was okay, and all was good in Town.

The Mayor would like his comments in the newsletter be, “we have had a wake-up call with our earthquake and people need to take it seriously about emergency preparedness”. William has asked the Police Chief to help him get the Emergency program set up.

Jan said Sandy asked if Council meeting should be canceled until we have time to set up electronic meetings.  William can see at one point we may need to do electronic meeting but not at this time.  George disagrees he does see a need to hold these meetings. After a discussion a motion was made. 

Motion to cancel the meeting for April 2, 2020 and then hold other meetings electronically until conditions with COVID -19 improve
Motion George Wouden
Second: Paul Nye
Yes votes: George Wouden, Paul Nye, William Hodgins and Mayor Johnson
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes

Motion to adjourn
Motion: Mayor Michael Johnson
Second: Paul Nye
Yes votes; Mayor Johnson, Paul Nye, William Hodgins and George Wouden
No votes: none
All in favor; motion passes

Meeting adjourned 7:52 pm
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