HATCH TOWN BOARD MEETING

February 19, 2020

Board Present:  Mayor Kevin Eldredge, Jim Kabonic, Melissa Poulsen, Kurt Sawyer & Tony Dinges

Public Present:  Annie Eldredge and Kerry Barney

Staff Present:  Jacie Torgersen & Dave Barnhurst

1. Meeting Called to Order
Mayor Eldredge began the meeting at 7pm welcoming everyone there.  He thanked those who came to the meeting last week concerning the Hatch General Plan and for the input that was given.  An opening prayer was offered by Councilor Poulsen and Councilor Kabonic led those present in the pledge.

2. Approval of January 15, 2019 Meeting Minutes
Councilor Dinges motioned to approve the minutes and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
3. Review January Invoices, checks and financial report
Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve the January expenditures and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications
5.1 Hatch General Plan
Ensign Engineering was not able to make it to the meeting tonight.  They sent Jacie Torgersen a document with the changes discussed from the last meeting for the council to review and look over.  As the council looked over the document they had a few questions and wanted more time to review it.  They will each take a copy home and make changes, additions or deletions and get them back to Jacie by March 1st so she can send them in to Ensign Engineering.  They would like to have the plan ready to adopt at the next town council meeting.

5.2 Hatch Town Training Policy
Councilor Sawyer went to the training for new council members done by the ULCT at Ruby’s Inn and something that they talked about there was to make sure that the clerks/treasurers attend the trainings required to qualify or grants and also by the auditors.  The council reviewed the training policy.  Annie Eldredge suggested that the town incorporate the suggestion of Councilor Sawyer and have everyone attend one training a year.  The training could be something general like from the ULCT or something in your specified area.  Councilor Kabonic went to the ULCT training in Salt Lake City last fall and it was good.  There is one coming up in April in St. George that councilor’s could attend.  Councilor Kabonic motioned to accept the training policy with the recommended change and Councilor Sawyer seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

Jacie Torgersen has decided not to attend the Institute and Academy at SUU for clerk’s this year.  It costs the town a lot of money, it is a full week of her time and she isn’t sure how beneficial it is.  She will look at attending another training that is not as long.   The council said as long as the training and certification aren’t mandatory, it is up to her.

5.3 Review Job Descriptions of town employees
The council reviewed the job description for the clerk, treasurer, water operator and park maintenance.  Dave Barnhurst requested that on his job description, the wording as needed, be added to some of the specified requirements.  The council would also like to have some job descriptions made up for roads and fire chief.

5.4 Generator Bid for Community Center
Councilor Kabonic talked to four different contractors to get a bid for the generator.  Two of the contractors cannot do it because they are not certified for commercial and he hasn’t heard back from the other two.  He will keep trying and hopefully have a bid for the next meeting.

5.5 Number of Vacation Rentals in Hatch
Jacie Torgersen is concerned about the number of vacation rentals in Hatch and many of the communities in Garfield County have passed ordinances to limit the number in their communities.  Jacie has copies of Tropic and Panguitch’s ordinances.  Councilor Sawyer said that this was a concern that was discussed at the meeting he went to.

Councilor Kabonic feels like the vacation rentals look better than most of the other homes in town.  Councilor Dinges feels that the vacation rentals bring more traffic and they are not zoned commercial but the properties are kept in good shape.  Councilor Sawyer feels that the town should enforce the ordinance that they have by requiring vacation rentals to have a conditional use permit.  Councilor Dinges suggested that the town could have a certain number of vacation rentals in comparison to full time residents and households.  The council would like Jacie Torgersen to email them the number of vacation rentals and the number of homes in town so they can see what the percentage currently is.

6. Ordinances
7. Report of Officer-boards-committees
	7.1 Water Department
Water usage for January 2020 is 233,100 gallons from well #5.  Well #4 won’t start up right now; Dave Barnhurst is hoping it is a blown fuse.  Once the snow is melted and a truck can make it out there he will have Ben Neilson come and help him get it going again.

The depth sensor is out in well #5 and Dave thinks that Ben may have gone ahead and ordered.  He knows that there are policies and procedures that need to be followed.  The sensor has been out for about 2 months.  Councilor Sawyer suggested Dave call the company and see what the cost is going to be for the sensor and let the council know.

Mark Green said he will be here in 3 weeks to do Jason Barney’s, Kerry Barney’s and the bar.  He is going to give the town an hourly estimate instead of a job estimate because he isn’t sure how long it will really take.

Dave Barnhurst will be gone to the water conference next week: Tuesday – Friday in St. George.

	7.2 Fire Department
The fire department did receive a carbon monoxide detector; they would like to have a training on how to use it.  Some members have also requested that they be paged out for the ambulance calls as well as the fire department calls, Russ Torgersen will need to get an updated list.

	7.3 Road Department
Councilor Sawyer would like to talk to the county about setting up some kind of arrangement like last time for the roads to have a new coat of chip seal put on.  He would also like to see about patching and finishing all of the roads in town.  He has talked to Gordon Hilton and he would pay half if the town could chip seal the road going out to the new well.  Councilor Sawyer will contact Brian Bremner, county engineer to see what he can work out with him.

The town did purchase the dump truck from South Central but Councilor Dinges has not been able to get it going to get it back to Hatch.  It is in Cedar right now.  He put a battery in it and it still didn’t start so he is thinking it may be the ignition.  He is going to Cedar tomorrow to check it out and if he can’t get it going he is going to have it towed to a repair shop so it can get fixed to come to Hatch.  The cemetery will split the costs with the town.

	7.4 Parks & Recreation
The Easter Egg Hunt will be on April 11th at 10AM.  Councilor Poulsen can spend $300 on candy and eggs for the hunt.  Mayor Eldredge says that he usually did 4-5 baskets to give out at the hunt also.

Councilor Poulsen asked if the town usually gets two or three bouncy houses to have on the 24th.  She has contacted the gentleman who brought them last year and hasn’t heard back from him.  Mayor Eldredge will contact him and see.  The council thinks that two would be plenty!

	7.5 Grants
	7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission
		7.6.a Appoint new member
The town did appoint Kerry Barney to be on the commission and he has accepted.  Terry Barney has fulfilled her service and is done so the town needs to replace her to have a full commission.  Mayor Eldredge will try to get with them so that they can have their first meeting and appoint a chairman.  Some names suggested for another person to serve on the commission were:  Bob Entis, Dale Porter, Barry Aki or Lincoln Poulsen.  Mayor Eldredge will contact them.

		7.6.b Hatch Appeals Authority
Jon Spendlove accepted the appointment to serve on the Hatch Appeals Authority.  The town needs to have two more members to serve there also.
8. Unfinished Business
Kevin Mckaben is looking for a building permit for his cabins and coffee shop that was approved approximately 5 years ago.  Jacie Torgersen researched in the minutes and sent the mayor and Mr. Mckaben the information that she found.  Jacie told him that he would need to go through the process again since it has been awhile since it was approved.  The town needs to get the planning & zoning commission up and going so that Mr. Mckaben could go meet with them to go through the process.

9. New Business
Councilor Sawyer learned at his training that building permits are not legislative.  The council should appoint one person on the planning & zoning commission like the chairman to sign off on them when they come through.  The town’s building project approval form is just looking to make sure that the setback requirements are met.  The county does the actual building inspection for the town.  If the permit is commercial it needs to come before the town council, but if not it could just be signed by the chairman.

Mayor Eldredge said he got a phone call since the town did not have flags up for President’s Day.

A suggestion was brought up for the town to look in to having bathrooms down by new kiosk and parking for ATV’s.  Councilor Dinges was concerned about who would clean it and maintain them there.  A suggestion was made to rent a porta potty and put it there for the summer to see how much it is used and if it is something the town would like to do permanently.  Jacie Torgersen will get some price estimates for that.

Mayor Eldredge would like to have a movie in the park a few times this summer like on the 4th and 24th and maybe Memorial Day.  The town does have the big screen that they can use, but they need a backhoe or tractor or something like that to put it up.  The town does not have their own projector though so they would either need to purchase one or borrow one.  Everyone thought the movies in the park sounded like a good idea.

The next meeting will be on March 18th.

10. Adjournment
Councilor Kabonic motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
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