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Salt Lake County Council
Committee of the Whole
~Minutes~
Tuesday, May 7, 2013
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Committee Members 
Present:	Randy Horiuchi
					Richard Snelgrove
	Jim Bradley
	Arlyn Bradshaw
	Michael Jensen
	David Wilde
	Sam Granato
	Max Burdick1
	Steven DeBry, Chair

Update on Sales Tax Revenue  (3:16:37 PM)

		Mr. Lance Brown, Director, Planning & Budget Division, Mayor’s Office, presented the updated numbers for sales tax revenues for February 2013. He reviewed the following funds, which are affected by sales tax revenues, and compared them to the same period as the previous year, and compared the year-to-date sales tax revenues for 2012.

February 2013 Actual Sales Tax versus February 2012 Actual Sales Tax

Fund		Year-to-date 2013	Year-to-Date 2012	  Difference

Local Option		$  3,412,055	$  3,436,122	  -0.7 percent
County Option		$  7,339,818	$  7,104,801	   3.3 percent
Transient Room	$  2,436,636	$  2,296,191	   6.1 percent
Trans. Room Supp.	$     337,251	$     317,812	   6.1 percent
Car Rental		$  2,031,023	$  2,145,217	  -5.3 percent
Restaurant		$  2,662,644	$  2,574,444	   3.4 percent
ZAP		$  2,883,696	$  2,831,736	   1.8 percent

Total		$21,103,122	$ 20,706,323	   1.9 percent

Year to Date Sales Tax Revenues

Fund		Year-to-date 2013	Year-to-Date 2012	  Difference

Local Option		$  3,412,055	$  3,193,545	    6.8 percent
County Option		$  7,339,818	$  6,766,477	    8.5 percent
Transient Room	$  2,436,636	$  2,207,875	  10.4 percent
Trans. Room Supp.	$     337,251	$     305,588	  10.4 percent

_______________________
 Participated electronically

Car Rental		$  2,031,023	$  1,986,312	    2.3 percent
Restaurant		$  2,662,644	$  2,499,460	    6.5 percent
ZAP		$  2,883,696	$  2,671,449	    7.9 percent

Total		$21,103,122	$ 19,630,707	    7.5 percent

		Mr. Brown stated actual revenues are slightly above what was projected. Sales tax revenues are 1.9 percent above 2013 budgeted projections, and are 7.5 percent up from last year.   This is indicative of an improving economy. The Department of Work Force Services has reported that unemployment numbers are significantly below the national average. The national unemployment rate is 7.5 percent. Utah’s unemployment rate is 4.9 percent with Salt Lake County at 4.6 percent.

		Council Member DeBry asked how the Affordable Health Care Act and the federal sequestration would be accounted for in the projections.

	Mr. Brown stated the effect of the Affordable Health Care Act will be analyzed and presented to the Council at the November budget sessions. Some of the key provisions of this Act will become effective January 1, 2014.

		Council Member Horiuchi asked what the effects are going to be with on-line shopping sales tax. 

		Mr. Brown stated sales tax from internet sales will increase the County’s sales tax and will benefit local and state entities.

		Council Member Horiuchi asked how the hotel tax is broken up between jurisdictions. 

		Mr. Brown stated the County gets two transient room taxes with part of this going to Sandy City for the soccer stadium. 

		Council Member Snelgrove asked when reports from Kennecott’s layoffs will be available. 

		Mr. Brown stated April reports will show the effects that Kennecott layoffs have had. The County isn’t dependent on just one taxpayer; however, it will lower property tax in 2014. It will have effects through the community. 
		
♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Discussion Regarding Council Meetings Schedule and Format  (3:31:20 PM)

	Council Member Snelgrove, seconded by Council Member Wilde, moved to add a public comment period to the Committee of the Whole agenda that mirrored the Council public input, wherein citizens would be allowed three minutes to talk, and also continue the public comment period at the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting.

	Council Member Snelgrove stated it is important for the public to weigh in before the Council makes its decision.  Currently, the Council hears public comment at the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting, but then rubber-stamps its decision made at the Committee of the Whole meeting.  

	Council Member Horiuchi stated the problem is the Committee of the Whole meeting is the only time the Council has to discuss topics and argue issues out in an open forum.  Council Members need to be able to do that to make a decision.  It would be interruptive to include the public in those discussions.  

	Council Member Wilde stated this is in the nature of more open government, and open government is good.  However, he did not want a situation where citizens complained for two hours on a controversial issue in the Committee of the Whole meeting; then repeated that in the Council meeting.  He suggested limiting the public comment period to no more than 15 or 20 minutes, or requiring a large group of people in agreement on a particular subject to have a designated spokesperson.  He was concerned the Council would spend so much time listening to the public it would not have time left for discussion itself.  

	Council Member Snelgrove stated the worst case scenario would be the Council would have to delay the Council meeting start time.  He asked if there was anything wrong with that.  

	Council Member Bradshaw stated if the Council wants to hear more public comment, it could consider a later Council meeting time.  Most people are still at work when the Council holds its meeting.   The Council could also restructure the Council meeting and the agenda, so that instead of doing a block vote ratifying what the Council did in the Committee of the Whole meeting, the Council would take individual votes on each item.    

	Council Member Burdick stated he was once a planning commissioner, and at those meetings, public comment was taken after the staff presentation because the public’s questions were often answered by the presentation.  He suggested not taking a vote in the Committee of the Whole meeting, but rather letting the public know the Council would review each item; then vote on them in the Council meeting.  

	Council Member Jensen stated he had no problem adding public input to the Committee of the Whole agenda, depending upon the timing of that.  It would be problematic to have the public stifle Council discussions by weighing in on them.   Then, it would also be problematic to have public comment after every single agenda item.  When the formal meeting was first set up, there was a lot of discussion about what time to do it.  The Council did not want the meeting at the same time as city meetings because a lot of Council Members go to those meetings, and because the County as the regional government, needed to have a unique time.  However, he would be open to having that discussion.  
    
	Council Member DeBry stated he liked the idea of including public input at the Committee of the Whole meeting because it allows people another option to address the Council if they cannot make it to the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting.  He suggested blocking out a section for public comment, rather than having public comment in segments.  

	Council Member Bradley stated the Council may want to consider having the public comment after each item because the public generally attends a meeting for a specific issue.  That would allow them to react on that issue, which is more relevant in terms of getting new input and having it tied to the Council’s actions.  The Council may also want to look at starting the meeting at 9:00 a.m. to about 12:00 p.m.; then reconvening in the evening for the Council meeting.  He suggested putting this item back on the agenda next week for a decision to allow time to review what has been discussed and come back with a more specific program.     

	Council Member Snelgrove stated there would be a set time to start the public comment allowing for any citizen to speak, recognizing that may cause the Committee of the Whole meeting to run late on occasion.  Allowing public comment before the Committee of the Whole meeting will enable Council Members to make more informed decisions.

	Council Member DeBry suggested the Council could go with the 20-minute citizen input time limit, but could suspend this if there is a hot issue.  It could be decided on a case-by-case basis.  

	Council Member Snelgrove, seconded by Council Member Wilde, moved to add a public comment period to the Committee of the Whole agenda that mirrored the Council public input, wherein citizens would be allowed three minutes to talk, and also to continue the public comment period at the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting.  Council Member Wilde amended the motion to limit public comments to 20 minutes with the understanding that limitation could be suspended and decided on a case-by-case basis. Council Member Snelgrove accepted the amendment.  The motion passed unanimously. 

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Local Transportation Corridor Preservation Funds (3:48:04 PM)

		Ms. Barbara Thomas, Intergovernmental Coordinator, Salt Lake County Council of Governments (COG), stated COG accepts applications for Local Transportation Corridor Preservation funding twice a year.  There is $1,478,692.50 remaining in the Fund.  COG recommended funding the following applications: 

Bluffdale City to purchase the following property for the Porter Rockwell project/corridor:

Acres	Address				Amount

6.34		550 W 14900 S			$676,337

Herriman City to purchase the following property for the Juniper Crest project/corridor:

Acres	Address				Amount

1.14		5000 W 13400 S			$372,830

West Jordan City to purchase the following properties for the 5600 West project/corridor:

Acres	 Address				Amount

1.82		7800 S 5710 W			$222,200
  .32		7552 S 5490 W			$  22,825
1.23		5526 W Ranches Loop		$185,500

	Council Member Jensen, seconded by Council Member Bradshaw, moved to approve the applications as recommended by the Council of Governments and forward them to the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting for formal consideration.  The motion passed unanimously.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Requested Direction on House Bill 377 (3:50:09 PM)

H.B. 377 - Transportation Funding Modifications (Rep. Brad L. Dee)

	This bill reduces the bonding authority for certain bonds used to provide funding for projects prioritized through the Critical Highway Needs Fund; provides that a portion of certain bond proceeds shall be provided to the Department of Transportation to pay the costs of certain highway construction or reconstruction projects and to pay the costs of certain transportation infrastructure improvements; provides that a portion of certain bond proceeds shall be provided to the Department of Transportation to provide funds to pay the costs of the following in a county of first class: right-of-way acquisition, construction, reconstruction, renovations, or improvements to certain highways; certain environmental impact studies; and certain public transit studies; provides that a portion of certain bond proceeds and funds available in the Transportation Investment Fund of 2005 shall be provided to the Transportation Infrastructure Loan Fund to make funds available for transportation infrastructure loans and transportation infrastructure assistance; repeals provisions requiring the Department of Transportation to manage the cash flow and construction timing for certain highway projects; provides that a portion of the revenue in the County of the First Class State Highway Projects Fund shall be transferred to the legislative body of a county of the first class to be used for certain purposes, provides that for fiscal year 2013-14 only, a portion of the revenues in the Transportation Investment Fund of 2005 shall be transferred to the County of the First Class State Highway Projects Fund.

	Mayor Ben McAdams stated this bill directs 50 percent of the Local Option Construction and Transportation Corridor Preservation Fee revenue from the Utah Department of Transportation to Salt Lake County.  Revenue from this funding source for the County is expected to be $2 million in 2013, and approximately $4 million annually thereafter.  The funds are intended to pay debt service for bonds issued by the County for certain projects relating to highway construction, reconstruction, or maintenance.  The Mayor’s Office is proposing to issue bonds to fund the following projects, and asking to begin preparing interlocal agreements for the transfer of bond proceeds: 

· $5 million for West Valley City
· $3.75 million for Salt Lake City
· $3.0 million for Sandy City
· $2.25 million for South Salt Lake
· $8 million for unincorporated Salt Lake County
· $5 million for the Utah Transit Authority 
· $12 million for Cottonwood Heights

	Council Member Jensen stated the bond would be issued for approximately $40 million because it includes a $12 million project in Cottonwood Heights. 

	Mayor McAdams stated the County would renegotiate the Community Development Project Area (CDA) plan that was approved last year between the County, Cottonwood Heights, and the Canyons School District in order to recoup the funds from all of the taxing entities back to the County.  The repayment would be directed to a regional development fund, which would be established.  This bond would not affect the County’s ability to bond because it would be bonding against the revenue stream from the State. 

	Council Member Bradshaw, seconded by Council Member Granato, moved to accept the recommendation of the Mayor’s administration and allow them to negotiate interlocal agreements, then bring them back to the Council for approval.  The motion passed unanimously.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Reviewed of Proposed Hires  (3:54:56 PM)

	Mr. Brad Kendrick, Assistant Fiscal Analyst, Council Office, reviewed the following requests for proposed hires, which have been placed on the 4:00 p.m. Council agenda for formal consideration:

Aging Services Division

	Requests permission to fill a .75 Driver 13 position and three Centers Program Assistant 19 positions.  These positions are grant funded. 

−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−

Criminal Justice Services Division

		Requests permission to fill a Case Manager 24 position. 

−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−

Salt Lake County Health Department

	Requests permission to fill a Construction & Maintenance Specialist 19 position, a Public Health Nurse 24/30 position, and a Vital Records Specialist 13/15 position.

−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−

Library Services Division

		Requests permission to fill the following positions:



FTE		Position		Library

1.0		Library Manager 30 	South Jordan
1.0		Construction/Maintenance 20/22	Library Facilities 
1.0		Circulation Supervisor 21	Hunter Library
.50		Customer Service Specialist 15	Hunter Library
.50		Customer Service Specialist 15	Columbus Library
.50		Shelver 11		Kearns Library
.50		Shelver 11		Sandy Library

−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−

Youth Services Division

	Requests permission to fill an Accountant 28/30/32 position, a Public Relations Coordinator 24 position, and a .50 Youth Worker 21 position.

−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−

Planning & Development Services Division

		Requests permission to fill a Code Enforcement Officer 21/23/25 position. 

−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−

Parks & Recreation Division

		Requests permission to fill a Recreation Program Coordinator 19/21/23 position and an Office Coordinator 19/21/23 position. 

	Council Member Jensen, seconded by Council Member Granato, moved to approve the requests and forward them to the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting for formal consideration.  The motion passed unanimously.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

CONSENT AGENDA (3:55:51 PM)

Resolution and Amendment #1 to Interlocal Agreement

	The Council reviewed the following resolution and interlocal agreement.  The resolution authorizing execution of the agreement has been placed on the Council agenda for final approval and execution:

	Redevelopment Agency of Salt Lake City regarding Amendment #1 to an interlocal agreement, which extends the outside date for deliverables from June 30, 2013, to October 30, 2013.  All other terms and conditions of the Agreement remain the same.

	Council Member Jensen, seconded by Council Member Wilde, moved to approve the resolution and forward it to the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting for formal consideration.  The motion passed unanimously.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Amendment to Advice and Consent Ordinance

	This amendment requires the Mayor to provide the County Council with information about each Mayoral appointee subject to Advice and Consent so the Council may determine whether each appointee is eligible and qualified for the appointed position.

	This matter was not discussed. 

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦
  
Gift to Salt Lake County

	The Council reviewed the following gift to Salt Lake County.  The Declaration of Gift form has been placed on the Council agenda for final approval and execution:

Clark Planetarium

	Zions Bank has offered to donate $2,500 to the Clark Planetarium for its 10th Anniversary celebration.

	Council Member Jensen, seconded by Council Member Wilde, moved to accept the gift and forward the Declaration of Gift form to the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting for formal consideration.  The motion passed unanimously.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Other Business  (3:56:34 PM)

Commission on Prison Relocation 

	During the April 30, 2013, Committee of the Whole meeting, the Council discussed writing a letter to Governor Gary Herbert regarding the appointment of Mayor Ben McAdams to the Commission on Prison Relocation.  The discussion was continued to today’s meeting.

	Council Member Snelgrove stated he would propose the Council write the letter to Governor Herbert regarding the appointment of Mayor Ben McAdams and/or Council Chair Steven DeBry to the Commission on Prison Relocation.  It would be a good idea to give the Governor a couple of names to choose from for this important appointment.  

	Council Member Horiuchi stated Council Chair DeBry would be a great candidate for this position; however, he suggested instead of sending specific names for the Governor to consider, it might be appropriate to just ask the Governor to appoint someone who is in a leadership position in the County.   Salt Lake County stands to lose decades of work if it does not have first line input in this conversation.  

	Council Member DeBry stated he would be happy to serve on this committee if asked to do so by the Governor.  The State Prison is in his district, and he has 31 plus years in law enforcement.  However, he did not want to offend Governor Herbert by trying to stake a claim or telling him who should be on the Commission. 
 
	Council Member Wilde stated the Council could draft a letter is such a way that would be very respectful and  recognizes the Governor is the authority, but in a proper way; and say this is something that would have a huge impact on Salt Lake County, and respectfully request representation on the Commission.  

	Council Member Bradley, seconded by Council Member Jensen, moved to direct Brian Maxwell, Council Aide, to draft a letter asking that Salt Lake County have representation on this Commission.  The motion passed unanimously. 

	Council Member DeBry stated he would distribute a draft of this letter for Council review before he signs it and sends it to the Governor. 

− − − − − − − − − − − − − −

Cancellation of meetings

	Council Member Jensen, seconded by Council Member Wilde, moved to cancel the May 28, 2013, June 25, 2013, July 9, 2013, July 23, 2013, August 13, 2013, and September 3, 2013, Council and Committee of the Whole meetings.  The motion passed unanimously.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

	The meeting was adjourned at 4:04:37 PM.




						__________________________________
						Chair, Committee of the Whole
 


						__________________________________
	 					Deputy Clerk

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦
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