


BEAR RIVER CITY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
[bookmark: _GoBack]February 13, 2020
7:00 pm Civic Center

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Jeff Dallin, Jared Holmgren, Scott Ritter, Josh Dallin, Brian Anderson, Riggin Holmgren, Deputy Clerk Carol Andreasen, Clerk Sue Holmgren.

VISITORS: Todd Grandstaff, Jenny Christensen, Laura Holm, Mark Christensen, Jonathan Roberts, Andrew Naugle

ABSENT:  None

Welcome by Mayor Dallin

Opening Ceremony:  Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation by Council Member Dallin 

BUSINESS
1.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting falls on March 5, 2020. 

2.  MINUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from January 2, 2020 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes of January 2, 2020 be approved.   Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.    All voted in approval.

3.  SERGEANT BLANCHARD:   Sgt Blanchard was not in attendance, but did leave an incident report for January with Mayor Dallin.  Mayor Dallin forgot to bring it to the meeting, but mentioned there didn't look like there was anything out of the ordinary.

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

5.  MARK CHRISTENSEN:  PRESENTATION ON TREMONTON SENIOR CENTER:  Mark Christensen and Jenny Christensen presented a presentation for the Council to learn about the Tremonton Senior Center and the services, meals and activities they offer.   Jenny gave the Mayor and Council Members a copy of the Senior Center Calendar for the month so they can see what they do.  The Center is open Monday thru Friday 9-4 minus holidays.  The Senior Center serves about 1000 seniors annually.  They serve anyone over the age of 60.  Some of the activities are for younger people (activities that don't cost money).   Most of their funding they get is for the seniors over 60. They serve the northern part of Box Elder County.  They do have a few people that will visit from other areas.  Meals on wheels are a big part of what they focus on.  Meals are served in house and delivered every day.  The seniors do not have to pay for these meals.  There is a suggested donation for the meals if they would like to donate.  They also help the seniors with information on Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, Retirement etc.  They are a government funded program.  Each year they usually end up about $200,000 in the red.  Tremonton City has been covering this shortfall.  They broke down the expenses on what it costs for participating seniors in each city.  In Bear River City there are about 15 out of the 1000 seniors that participate at the senior center and meals on wheels.  They are asking Bear River City for a donation of $3,000 per year.  Council Member J Holmgren asked them to send us a suggested donation invoice.  This will help out on the $200,000 short fall they have each year.  This is something new they are trying.  They will be going around to all the Cities in Northern Box Elder County and asking for donations from them also.  Jenny asked if we could put information about the Senior Center in our monthly Newsletter.  Clerk Holmgren stated she could do that.  

6.  POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 2020-_____ REZONE FROM LIGHT MANUFACTURING TO RESIDENTAIL:  Ordinance number will be filled in later.  The attorney has not done a formal review of this ordinance.  Mayor Dallin reported he has talked to the property owners and they do not have a problem with this rezoning.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adopt this Ordinance pending review and approval by the city attorney.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

7.  POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 2020-_____REZONE FROM RESIDENTIAL TO LIGHT MANUFACTURNG:   Ordinance number will be filled in later.  Mayor Dallin reported he has talked to the property owners and they do not have a problem with this rezoning.  A legal description of the new LMI Zone is needed to complete the Ordinance.   The attorney has not done a formal review of this ordinance.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adopt this Ordinance pending review and approval by the city attorney.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

8.  SET IRRIGATION MAINTENANCE FEES FOR 2020:  Last year the Bear River Canal Company Assessment was $24.50 per acre.  They raised it $1.00 this year.  The Council agreed it was necessary to pass along the increase to water users.  Council Member Dallin asked Council Member R Holmgren if we need to raise the City Assessment.  Council Member R Holmgren stated he believed we would be ok without raising the City Assessment.  Mayor Dallin stated he believes the Canal Company should refund our money for the early water they charged us for and we never received.  He stated this is not right.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to raise the Bear River Canal Assessment portion $1.00 to make it $25.50 per acre and keep the city assessment $10.50 per acre.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

9.  DISCUSS OPTIONS TO AMEND WAIVER SECTION OF BEAR RIVER CITY SEWER ORDINANCE:  Council Member Anderson stated there are several tiers to this so it can be confusing.  There are some strategic level problems, time period of the waiver, and some short term fixes that need to be addressed.  The waiver section needs to be expanded.  We are holding back construction for one individual.  We have existing construction and new construction.  A lot of the code we have addresses new construction.    There is not much consideration or mention of what happens to existing homeowners with septic service once someone ties into the sewer and is within 300 feet and makes it so the existing homes need to tie into the sewer.  Homes were built and received building permits and waiver's stating they were not within the 300 ft so they could have septic.  There were also some building permits issue with no waivers.  This sewer line extension and tie in's to the homes  on 4600 West is a very expensive line.  It has been engineered out.   The cost for the homeowners comes to about $25,000 to $30,000 per home.  Council Member Anderson would like to propose that the City lets the new construction start and let him begin building and install the sewer to his property line and then we can deal with the other home owners at a later date when we receive more information.  Changes in the waiver that Council Member Anderson would like to propose is to send the waiver section back to planning and zoning and figure out some of the strategic missions;  who is going to pay for the main line (especially when it effects existing homes), when it is going to effect, is there a cost benefit analysis?  There is a state code that the City's may adopt the within 300 ft of sewer you must connect.  The end goal for the City should be that everyone is on the mainline sewer.  He doesn't think that the intent of this code was for an existing home to have to pay $25,000 to $30,000 to run and hook into a main line.   We also need to address how this money will be funded between the homeowners and the City.  Council Member Anderson was given permission to have Hansen's engineer the sewer line and to get bids to install the sewer line for the new build.  

10. ROADS:  STANDARD IMPROVEMENTS FOR ONE HOUSE, TWO HOUSES, ETC, IMPROVEMENTS ON 4900 WEST:  We need a road standard for new roads.  For example Josh Huggins wanting to build south of his parents, we need a road standard for this.  Council Member J Holmgren asked if we had the engineering standards for the roads.  Clerk Andreasen stated it is for an asphalt road.  We don't have anything if it's only one house and it doesn't need to have asphalt or does it?  Mayor Dallin stated we need to make sure we have the full right of way for the road and the drain ditch needs to be taken care of properly.  Todd Grandstaff stated it was his understanding that when he wanted to put in one house he had to put in a road that was fully improved minus the asphalt.  It had to have the spec road base impacted and full width.  Mayor Dallin said this is the answer.  This is how it was done for the Denkers when they built.  Council Member Anderson stated the road will need to be engineered by Hansen's and then Josh will know what he needs to have done.  Clerk Andreasen stated that the City needs to have something in writing in place that states, for example, if you are building one house this is what you need to do to improve the road to be able to have your frontage and your access.  The Council decided that when one house is going to be built and there is no road, a road will need to be fully improved minus the asphalt and spec road base impacted and full width.  Mayor Dallin also asked to include that when a drain ditch or any ditch is impacted they have to have an engineer come up with a solution for that.  Council Member Ritter asked what happens when another house is built next to the first house.  Does the town make the 2nd house pave the road?  Mayor Dallin hopes that Planning Commission can give us some feedback about this.  Council Member Anderson will speak to the planning commission and see what they can get done.  Mayor Dallin stated when people come to get a building permit that is outside of the 300 feet for sewer, road improvement, etc. they need to be told in writing about these things.  Council Member J Holmgren wondered if the Town could make these known in the covenant on the deed with the County?  

11.  REVIEW PROPOSED SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE SECTION 8C ASSURANCE FOR COMPLETION AND MAINTENANCE OF IMPROVEMENTS:  Mayor Dallin asked if when we are done reviewing the entire ordinance will it have legal review before it is adopted?  The answer is yes.  Mayor Dallin asked how the impact fee comes into play.  Clerk Andreasen thinks it needed to be paid before the structure is built.  Todd Grandstaff stated that in his subdivision they are looking into a private sewer system through a Home Owners Association.  If this is what they do the city will only get one impact or connection fee and not an impact fee for each house.  Mayor Dallin asked what protects the City for the maintenance.  Todd stated the people in the subdivision will create a Home Owners Association to maintain the sewerline.  Mayor Dallin asked what protects the city from the Home Owners Association coming back and wanting the city to pay for something that has gone wrong.  Todd stated it depends if it's within the 1 year warranty.  All construction has a warranty for 1 year for defects or installation problems.  If the material breaks down they go after the manufacturer and they fix or replace it.  There are Home Owner Deed documents that states the rules and protects the City from the home owners wanting the City to pay for things that should be paid for by the Home Owners association.  Todd has never created a Home Owners Association before and has questions himself.  Mayor Dallin stated the City had a study done to see if the sewer station can handle the addition of the lots in the Grand Haven subdivision.  What if the sewer doesn't handle the addition like the say it will.  Council Member J Holmgren stated it's not the subdivisions fault and we would pay to fix it.  Mayor Dallin asked if the Utah League of Cities and Towns could also review the subdivision ordinance.  Clerk Andreasen said she would send it to Meg Ryan with the League to review it when its done.

Council Member Anderson stated the City needs to decide what they want to be.  Does the City want to expand or stay the way we are.  Some decisions are based on whether the City wants growth or no growth.  When he goes to Gil or Jay Springer they are going to ask him these questions when they review, amend or create new code, ordinances, etc.  Mayor Dallin stated that if we don't expand to the east and/or the west Honeyville and Brigham City will.  Then we have no say what is right next to us.  There are 2 approaches we can take:  Stick our heads in the sand and think we are going to live on this little island and think we are not going to be impacted with all the business that will surround us or we can be proactive and grab our piece of that and protect it.  Those are our options.  Even if we wanted to expand, we don't have the money to expand services to those areas right now.  What do we do?  That’s the challenge.  Mayor Dallin states he doesn't know what the answer is.  

Todd Grandstaff also asked if the City would be interested in an AIA payment performance clause instead of the escrow account that Gil suggested.  Todd stated it is the same thing as an escrow account but there is no money sitting in the account.  The surety company guarantees the City that the project will be done.  Worse case scenario if Todd dies and Tammy is not able to finish this project the surety can come in and pay someone to finish it.  Todd states the City is totally protected.  It guarantees that the contractors are paid as well as the project performance is done.  Mayor Dallin would like to research this option before we say yes or no.

Mayor Dallin asked Clerk Andreasen who takes all this information back to the Planning Commission.  Clerk Andreasen stated most of the time she does it.  Mayor Dallin asked her to take the information talked about today and give it to the planning commission.  This includes legal review, impact fees, capacity issue, escrow percentage, and bond vs escrow.  

12.  CORRECTIVE ACTION RESPONSE TO STATE AUDITOR OFFICE:  The Agreed Upon Procedures Report, conducted by Davis and Bott, has been reviewed by the State Auditor's office.  The State Auditor's Office responded that the City was not in compliance because it exceeded the general fund balance limitations requirement and was in violation of the Open and Public Meetings Act because the minutes were not posted to the Public Notice Website within three days.    The Auditor's office had Bear River City listed as a city instead of a town.  That has been corrected and the city is no longer in violation of the fund balance limitations requirement. A corrective action response letter to the State Auditor was prepared and read stating that the town clerk will stay after the city council meetings to post the approved minutes on the public notice website so they are posted within the three day period.  Mayor Dallin signed the letter.

13.  APPROVE EXPENDITURES & REVIEW BUDGET TOTALS FOR FIRE STATION:  Bear River City is responsible for the following bills in construction of the new fire station:  Survey, cost of the ground, demolition, water connection.  The Central Fire District is responsible for the cost of the building, architect.  The City pays for the water utility and the Central Fire District pays for all other utilities.  The Central Fire District will pay up to $43,000 and anything above and beyond is the responsibility of the town.  Mayor Dallin believes the town budgeted $100,000 for this.  
  
14.  DESIGNATE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS REPRESENTATIVE:  Council Member Ritter is designated the Emergency Preparedness Representative.

15.  COMCAST SERVICES PRICING ETC: It was agreed by the Council Members that Comcast pricing was too expensive.  

16.  BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.  The bills were read aloud by Clerk Holmgren.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the bills for payment.  Second by Council Member J Holmgren.  Those voting in favor:  Council Members Scott Ritter, Brian Anderson, Josh Dallin, Riggin Holmgren, and Jared Holmgren.  No votes against, no votes abstaining.

17.  COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  We have had the usual dog complaint.  Council Member Ritter and McKenzie Anderson are taking care of it.  The person complaining has also contacted the Sheriff's Office.  Between the town and the Sheriff's Office it is being taken care of.

18.  DEPARTMENTS:  Bear River 3rd Ward cleaned up all the limbs that had fallen at the Park.

Council Member Dallin would like the council to consider increasing the amount we pay the band to play at the dances.  We pay them $150 and he would like to recommend $250.  Council Member Dallin also disclosed that the head band member, Duard Andreasen, is his wife's grandfather.  The band is not asking for this it is just a suggestion from Council Member Dallin.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to increase the band payment from $150 to $250.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Western Ag Credit has sent the town information on being able to apply with them for a grants and/or free service projects from them.  Clerk Holmgren will send copies to Council Member Dallin, Ritter and Anderson for them to look into.

Town Clean Up will be May 14-16th.  

Dog Clinic will be held on March 14 from 10-12 at the Park.

19.  ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:13 pm.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved March 5, 2020.


						___________________________________________
						Jeff Dallin, Mayor  

Attest:

_______________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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