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City of La Verkin

435 North Main Street _
La Verkin, Utah 84745 Micah Gubler
(435) 635-2581  (435) 635-2104 Fax Chuck Hardy
ay Justice
Kelly Wilson
Kyle Gubler Richard M. Hirschi Patricia Wise
City Administrator Mayor Council Members

February 19, 2020

To whom it may concern,

The City of La Verkin is proud to express its support for the application of SR-9 to the National
Scenic Byway Program. Our community serves as the westernmost gateway to the proposed Zion Scenic
Byway. As visitors exit Zion National Park through its Southern Entrance, they parallel the Virgin River
along Route 9 for 22 miles before arriving in La Verkin.

The entirety of our city sits perched on the edge of a canyon carved by the confluence of the Virgin
River and La Verkin Creek. Guests can hike up the La Verkin Overlook Trail, drink locally roasted coffee
on the rim, or venture down into Confluence Park for a picnic. We’ve always considered our region
special. National Scenic Byway designation would confirm our suspicions.

Our commitment to this program dates back to 2008 with the formation of the Zion Canyon
Corridor Council (ZC3). The ZC3 acted as the initial driving force behind an application towards National
Scenic Byway designation. The City of La Verkin joined this regional organization soon after its
establishment. In 2015, a new group, the Zion Regional Collaborative, absorbed the ZC3. La Verkin
remained involved, sending city representatives to the group’s quarterly meetings. Our community has
always seen the value in nomination to the National Scenic Byway Program. We look forward to the
economic development, increased visitation, and sense of pride that this designation could bring.

Over a decade following our initial efforts to pursue National Scenic Byway designation, the City
of La Verkin is thrilled to be on the path towards recognition once again. We appreciate the FHWA’s
support for our nation’s most spectacular roads and hope to join this remarkable group. Thank you for
your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mayor Richard M. Hirschi

laverkin.org
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February 19, 2020

Dear Grant Selection Committee:

As Mayor of the City of LaVerkin and Chairman of the Confluence Park Executive
Board, it is my privilege to write in support of the proposed $150,000 Utah Outdoor Recreation
Grant for the construction and improvement of a proposed bridge over the Virgin River in the
Confluence Nature Park, providing a needed access and connection between the Park trails
located along the River in the communities of LaVerkin and Hurricane—in the vicinity of the
historic Power Plant, the Power Plant access trail, and the current picnic area and swimming area
situated near southwest entrance to the Park from Center Street.

Much of this amazing Park is located within the boundaries of LaVerkin and is available
for the enjoyment of many of our residents and visitors. One of the most beautiful areas of the
Park are those immediately surrounding the historic power plant and referenced picnic area.
This area would be accessible to hikers from the Hurricane side with the construction of the
desired bridge. Likewise, the bridge would make areas of interest on the Hurricane side more
accessible to hikers from the LaVerkin side of the River.

It is the hope of the Board and our City that the bridge over the Virgin River, and its
associated abutments and trail construction approaches thereto and connecting the two cities’
trail systems, will facilitate (a) greater and safer use of and access to the entire Park—by hikers
coming from either of the two communities—and (b) less direct and potentially-negative impact
on the River by Park users (since most would use the bridge to cross the River rather than ford it
on foot).

It is our understanding that the desired grant is to help provide funding for the cost of the
construction and improvement of the proposed bridge. It is also our understanding that the
desired grant requires a local dollar-for-dollar match, which can be satisfied through cash, in-
kind services, and/or materials to be provided.

The City does not own the property within the Confluence Nature Park, nor has it
currently budgeted to provide funding for the construction of the needed bridge; but it is
willing—subject to and consistent with the City’s priorities and fiscal/manpower constraints—to
entertain the possibility of partnering with the Park, to some degree, in this bridge
construction/improvement effort by:

e Providing certain nonmonetary, manpower, and/or other in-kind assistance towards
the efforts to construct and/or improve the proposed bridge, and

e Contributing (as and if needed) a fair, equitable, and affordable portion of the
matching share of the Project costs that cannot be covered through nonmonetary,
manpower, and/or other in-kind assistance.



The Vision Statement of the Confluence Park Nature Park Final Plan (2007) indicates
that the Park is a “special place set aside for enjoyment and use by people and for preservation,
protection and enhancement of the area’s rich cultural history, wildlife and natural resources.”
The mission statement of the Plan promoted the preservation, protection, and conservation of the
natural, cultural and historical resources of the Park, while fostering visitor use. Among the top
priorities identified in the Plan were the construction of amenities (for visitor use) and the
installation of accesses consistent with the Park Plan and conservation easements on the

property.

The proposed bridge is consistent with—and in furtherance of—the Plan and its vision,
mission, and priorities; and the City Couricil and I support its construction and maintenance, and
the current and proposed efforts to obtain the funding required to make it a reality.

Sincerely yours,

Richard M. Hirschi
Mayor

435 North Main - LaVerkin, Utah 84745 - Phone (435) 635-2581 - Fax (435) 635-2104
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February 19, 2020

Dear Grant Selection Committee:

As Mayor of the City of LaVerkin and Chairman of the Confluence Park Executive
Board, it is my privilege to write in support of the proposed $100,000 Recreational Trails Grant
Jfor Utah for the needed abutments and trail construction approaches to the proposed bridge over
the Virgin River in the Confluence Nature Park, which will provide a needed access and
connection between the Park trails located along the River in the communities of LaVerkin and
Hurricane—in the vicinity of the historic Power Plant, the Power Plant access trail, and the
current picnic area and swimming area situated near southwest entrance to the Park from Center
Street.

Much of this amazing Park is located within the boundaries of LaVerkin and is available
for the enjoyment of many of our residents and visitors. One of the most beautiful areas of the
Park are those immediately surrounding the historic power plant and referenced picnic area.
This area would be accessible to hikers from the Hurricane side with the construction of the
desired bridge. Likewise, the bridge would make areas of interest on the Hurricane side more
accessible to hikers from the LaVerkin side of the River.

It is the hope of the Board and our City that the bridge over the Virgin River, and its
associated abutments and trail construction approaches thereto and connecting the two cities’
trail systems, will facilitate (a) greater and safer use of and access to the entire Park—by hikers
coming from either of the two communities—and (b) less direct and potentially-negative impact
on the River by Park users (since most would use the bridge to cross the River rather than ford it
on foot).

It is our understanding that the desired grant is to help provide funding for the needed
abutments and trail construction approaches to the proposed bridge. It is also our understanding
that the desired grant requires a local dollar-for-dollar match, which can be satisfied through
cash, in-kind services, and/or materials to be provided.

The City does not own the property within the Confluence Nature Park, nor has it
currently budgeted to provide funding for the construction of the needed bridge or the needed
abutments and trail construction approaches to the proposed bridge (for which the grant is
sought); but it is willing—subject to and consistent with the City’s priorities and
fiscal/manpower constraints—to entertain the possibility of partnering with the Park, to some
degree, in this bridge, abutments and trail improvements effort by:

e Providing certain nonmonetary, manpower, and/or other in-kind assistance towards
the efforts to construct and/or improve the abutments and trail construction
approaches to the proposed bridge, and



e Contributing (as and if needed) a fair, equitable, and affordable portion of the
matching share of the Project costs that cannot be covered through nonmonetary,
manpower, and/or other in-kind assistance.

The Vision Statement of the Confluence Park Nature Park Final Plan (2007) indicates
that the Park is a “special place set aside for enjoyment and use by people and for preservation,
protection and enhancement of the area’s rich cultural history, wildlife and natural resources.”
The mission statement of the Plan promoted the preservation, protection, and conservation of the
natural, cultural and historical resources of the Park, while fostering visitor use. Among the top
priorities identified in the Plan were the construction of amenities (for visitor use) and the
installation of accesses consistent with the Park Plan and conservation easements on the

property.

The proposed bridge and associated abutments and trail construction approaches are
consistent with—and in furtherance of—the Plan and its vision, mission, and priorities; and the
City Council and I support their construction and maintenance, and the current and proposed
efforts to obtain the funding required to make the bridge over the Virgin River a reality.

Sincerely yours,

Richard M. Hirschi
Mayor

435 North Main - LaVerkin, Utah 84745 - Phone (435) 635-2581 - Fax (435) 635-2104
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WHO ARE WE? . AmoU QUITOES WEST NILE VIRUS

Mosquitoes are a nuisance
as well as potential carriers
of deadly diseases. For these
reasons, in 2002, SWMACD
was approved as a special
service district (SSD) of
Washington County. The
District is funded through
property taxes (the cost is less than one can
of repellent per year). The district is managed  « Eat plant liquids like
by a board of trustees consisting of nectar, fruit juices,
representatives from each incorporated city
in the County.

Mosquitoes belong to the insect order called WNV is a viral infection carried in the blood of
Diptera, meaning two-winged fly. birds (the main reservoir of the virus) and then
can be transferred by mosquitoes to humans

« Six legs and 3 body parts (head, thorax, abdomen) 5.4 horses.

+ Body and legs about

« West Nile was accidentally introduced into the U.S.
the size of a dime

in 1999 and detected first in New York City.

+ By 2003 it had spread to almost every state with
thousands of cases per year.

H bmﬁ_ﬁ
- Need water to develop

(eggs, larvae, pupae)

Thorax g
s > - Symptoms may include fever, headache, vomiting,

posiaiun and rash. Other more severe

\& symptoms include neck
stiffness, stupor,
disorientation, tremor,
] AL A coma, vision loss, paralysis,
= \

a8 Abdomen

« Are pests and can
transmit deadly
diseases

+ Only female and even death.

mosquitoes bite « There is no specific

treatment right now for
humans but there is a
reliable vaccine for horses.

HOW WE DO THIS?

» Our main concem is the safety and protection of human
and animal health.

« We conduct on-going surveillance for the West Nile virus
(WNV) and other potential mosquito-borne diseases.

- \We work with local, state, and national health institutions
to track human and equine mosquito - borne infections.

«We conduct on-going mosquito collections to
determine areas to treat.

«We are committed to the protection of the environment.

- We use an Integrated Mosquito Management (IMM) plan
to safely control each stage of the mosquito life cycle.

«We cooperate with other organizations, agencies, and
individuals as necessary to fulfill our mission.

«We cooperate with landowners to minimize our impact
on private lands.

«We are committed to educating the public through
schools, organizations, and events.

Eomnc_»omm need water _"2 ﬂrm_- n_m<m_ov3m= S
The speed of development c: easlongasaf
krmo;mm?o aw days on t

© Utah Department of Health ©2016

PROTECTING YOURSELF

- Avoid unnecessary outdoor activities when
mosquitoes are active, such as at (1) Dawn
and (2) Dusk.

. (3)Dress properly; Wear long-sleeved shirts
pants when going into mosquito- _:_nmﬂma area

- Apply an insect repellent that
contains (4) DEET (up to 30%).

« (5)Drain standing water on
your property where
mosquitoes may breed.

within ﬂ:m_q first ?i
blood meal needed .no,.mmm um«m ony._m:



