
Gunnison City Council Meeting Minutes     
Wednesday, February 5, 2020, 7:00 PM  
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634      


                                             
Present:  Mayor Lori Nay, Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Shawn Crane, Justen Mellor, and Rod Taylor, City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, City Treasurer JoAnn Taylor, Fire Chief Jed Hansen, Assist. Fire Chief Zack Jensen and Fire Captain Brian Sorensen, Garrick Willden with Jones & DeMille Engineering, and Anita Lyons with the Gunnison Gazette
Presiding:  Mayor Lori Nay
Invocation:  Councilmember Rodney Taylor
Public Comment

There was no public comment time requested.

GV Fire Dept. Update, Chief Jed Hansen

Assist. Chief Zack Jensen with the Gunnison Valley Fire Dept. reported they had held elections last Monday, and Jed Hansen was voted in as the chief again.  Zack would remain as the Assistant Chief and Brian Sorensen was voted as Captain along with Ron Peterson and Ryan McArthur.  They had done away with the treasurer’s position, and Chief Hansen would be over the finances with Assist. Chief Jensen working as an advisor to him.  Joey Crane was voted in as Public Information Officer (PIO), and he would handle the public side of things should there be a need when following through with their incidents.  Steve Saulter was voted in as a Training Officer.  

Chief Hansen announced they had just attended winter fire school in St. George, and had seven firemen attend.   They had obtained a grant to pay for the expenses of the training, and appreciated the financial help this provided.  Chief Hansen announced they would be hosting a regional Fire School at the station in March.  This training would last for two days, and would be put on by the Utah Fire and Rescue Academy (UFRA).  Chief Hansen invited the Council to stop in during that time if they got a chance to see how it all worked.  The FEMA grant would be open for the 2020 year, and they would try to acquire a grant to help cover the very expensive items.  They would like to work on obtaining more grants to enable them to purchase more needed items for the department.  Chief Hansen announced they were hoping to schedule a Fire Board meeting for March 23, 2020 at 7:00 pm.  Mayor Nay announced that traditionally one of the councilmembers and the mayor would attend for Gunnison City.  

Mayor Nay thanked the Fire Dept. for opening their doors at the fire station to host the Santa Claus event in December.  Councilmember Andersen stated he had spent some time up there, and was quite impressed with the service and dedication of their department.  He appreciated each one of the department’s members.  Chief Hansen announced he would like to get the fire dept. more involved next year, and show people around the station to give them an awareness of what they do.  Councilmember Taylor appreciated their quick response time for incidents, and the professionalism shown.  Councilmember Mellor thanked them for their involvement as well, and introduced himself as their advocate for the city council.  He acknowledged he had heard some of the turnouts needed to be replaced with Chief Hansen noting that would be discussed at the board meeting.  Chief Hansen mentioned how expensive it was to replace the SCBA's, and the only way to replace them was with a grant.  He detailed this further, and how their efforts may need to go countywide to obtain a FEMA grant for this.  He noted they had received some ideas that would help them apply from other departments that had received these grants, and they may just go for it themselves this year.  Councilmember Mellor affirmed the importance of having the very best equipment to keep them all safe.  Mayor Nay thanked the department for their efforts, and requested they let the council know if there was anything they could do to help.  Assist. Chief Jensen announced some of the firemen were assisting with the Jacko fundraiser, and questioned if the city would like to donate.   The Council all responded they would be happy to donate individually.
Discuss 2019 Ballfield Design and Agreement with Proposed Approval, Garrick Willden, Jones & DeMille Engineering

Mayor Nay announced this bill would be paid for by the Rec Committee so this item was off the table at this time.
Discuss 2019 Gunnison City Street Standards Agreement with Proposed Approval, Garrick Willden, Jones & DeMille Engineering
Garrick presented an agreement to the Council that had been written up regarding the costs of Jones & DeMille Engineering preparing a street standards document for the city.  Garrick explained this agreement was totally up to the Council, but it stated Jones & DeMille 
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would be paid hourly to do the work, and the maximum amount paid could be $1,000.  Any of that could be changed if the council felt 
there was something that would work better for them.  He suggested the council look at the specs he presented last time and redline the areas they would like to see changed.  Jones & DeMille would then make those changes and get a plan set up for Gunnison to adopt.  These could be put on the city’s website for developers to have easy access to them or Jones & DeMille could put them on theirs, whatever worked best for the city.  Garrick announced they could do it for the cheaper cost of “up to $1,000” because the work had already been done, and the changes just needed to be made to suit the city’s needs.  

Councilmember Taylor made the motion to approve the 2019 Gunnison City Street Standards Work Order and Agreement with Jones & DeMille Engineering.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

Update on Sewer Project with Proposed Approval, Garrick Willden, Jones & DeMille Engineering

Garrick reported he had presented this sewer project plan to Centerfield City, and they had agreed it was a good idea. The changes proposed would enable any one of the first three cells to be isolated and dried up allowing the sludge to be removed much easier and less costly than if they had to clean it out wet.  He noted often times cities don't have the ability to do that, but Gunnison and Centerfield had a good situation here to be able to do so.  Councilmember Andersen indicated the probiotics had really worked well in breaking down the sludge.  They would repeat the sludge judge test this summer to see how the pond was doing.  Garrick explained the probiotics may not need to be used if the city could keep the ponds cleaned out.  Garrick pointed out the pros of having the ability to dry up a pond if there were ever problems that would be handled better by isolating a cell and drying it up.  He would like to see the ponds remain healthy, and the ability to be able to eliminate a pond, dry it up and clean it in a simple situation.  Mayor Nay thanked Garrick for working so well with the city, and pointed out this would save a lot of money for generations to come. 

Mayor Nay mentioned it would be two more weeks before they would install the meters.  Councilmember Taylor pointed out Gunnison’s percentage of the pond usage was currently listed as 78%, and wanted to verify this included the correctional facility.  Garrick acknowledged that was correct.   Garrick also mentioned he was hoping to use the odor auger to test the prison now that they had cleared up the pinching problem in their lines.  The Correctional Facility would be covering the costs for Twin D to clean their line all the way out, but if all of that didn’t solve the odor problem, Garrick would contact the company he had been working with to purchase some probiotics designed to be placed in a manhole and take care of the H2S (Hydrogen Sulfide) that eats the pipes.  
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the sewer project engineering for Jones & DeMille Engineering at a total cost of $200,900.00 with Gunnison City’s portion being $156,702, and Centerfield covering the remaining balance of $44,198.00.  Councilmember Mellor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 roll call vote.  
Garrick pointed out the sewer ponds were in good shape for plenty of capacity, and could handle the growth in the communities as well as the Correctional Facility.  Garrick would like to see the city put a little water in the two extra ponds to keep the vegetation down and keep them healthy.  
Review and Proposed Approval of Trails Committee Charter, Ordinance 2020-2 ~ Mayor Nay

Councilmember Mellor summarized the trails meeting held Monday night in which Andy Adamson and Steve Gerber attended.  Andy and Steve had helped put Manti’s trail systems and biking team together.  Andy and Steve reported they had built their programs through blood, sweat and tears.  They had 60 members on their biking team, and they felt there were kids out there that now had another option to be involved and learn to do something that would last them a lifetime.  Councilmember Mellor voiced his willingness to help put Gunnison’s trail system together, and would like to see it done all the way, not just half the way.  He would like to see the city utilize the resources here, our hearts and our hands.  He felt there was a great confusion of this project within the city, and he would like to see the plans and facts put in the newspaper to clear up these misconceptions.  He felt this would bring more volunteers to the table.
Mayor Nay announced Manti’s group was set up as a non-profit, but stated Gunnison’s would be set up under the city.  The Trails Committee Charter presented tonight was to specify the duties and responsibilities of the Trails Committee.  Councilmember Taylor suggested a public hearing be held to get more people involved.  He would like to know more about the opinions of his constituents since he felt he currently didn’t have the ability to put people in those positions before knowing how the people felt about it.  Mayor Nay reminded the Council how the Arts Council was formed years ago.  They did it on their own, and got a few donations from the city.  Mayor Nay felt the interest in the trails’ development had already been determined by the city while putting the General Plan together.  She pointed out the fact that every expenditure would have to be voted on by the council.  Councilmember Taylor reiterated he would like to see the public's weigh in before he stood behind this to put in a new board.  

Mayor Nay reviewed the G-Hill area plan along with the tentative key dates set to help this move forward.  The area plan was put together by the NPS (National Park Service).  Mayor Nay pointed out this was a concept plan only.  Councilmember Crane 
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commented the trail committee would be the one to gather all of the information.  Councilmember Taylor continued with the idea of holding a public hearing before approving a committee and promising any funds.  Councilmember Crane noted he didn’t have any problems with establishing a committee, but felt a public hearing definitely needed to be held prior to dispersing any funds.  Councilmember Taylor reminded the Council of the public hearing promised last fall that never happened.  Councilmember Crane indicated an organization could have a little more influence when talking to other people, and it looked like there was a public hearing set on the tentative key dates schedule. 
Mayor Nay pointed out the benefits of having people involved, and exclaimed this wouldn’t cost the city any money as this was simply a concept plan.  Councilmember Taylor would like a guarantee that no public funds would be spent before having the public hearing where more people could be involved.  He pointed out the benefits of the system and holding public hearings to get people engaged and involved.   Councilmember Mellor appreciated Councilmember Taylor’s comments, but felt they could get a lot accomplished looking at the end goal and involving people with a desire.  He wondered what could be done to work together and make this happen.  Mayor Nay expressed her interest in putting the committee together to let them do the work of vetting the details  then present the information to the council after.  Councilmember Crane reviewed the history of the RC airport, and how it had come together.  He noted the city had helped them along the way when they needed it, but they had tried to do all of the work themselves.  They had an organization in place before coming to the city, and they currently had a club that was a sanctioned AMA club.  They do follow the AMA guidelines and have some insurance coverage through them as well.  Councilmember Crane acknowledged the trails would be a much larger project and hopefully it would expand appropriately.  
Councilmember Taylor indicated he was really an advocate for the fact that the majority of the people don't fund recreation for the minority of the people.  Councilmember Crane pointed out what a large expense the pool was for the city.  He mentioned the recreation complex, and the expense it was, but didn’t know that the majority used it.  In most cases, they don't make money, but they are important to have in your community.   Councilmember Crane indicated the hope was that the committees could come together and the city could stand behind them.  Councilmember Taylor reviewed the purpose of the proposed committee.

Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve Ordinance 2020-2, establishing a Trail Committee Charter.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 roll call vote.
Review and Proposed Approval of Trail Committee Appointment ~ Mayor Nay 

Mayor Nay presented these names for approval by the Council as members of the Trail Committee:  Justen Mellor as Chair, Wade Anderson as Vice Chair, Stella Hill as City Council Liaison, Michelle Hill as Secretary, Curtis Anderson for Historic/Trail Marking, Ron Christenson for Trail Building, Jorgan Jensen as P&Z Board Representative, Kent Larsen representing the School and Citizens and Mike Wanner as a Bike Enthusiast and Trails.  Those partners listed were:  Kevin Christensen, Sanpete County Economic Development Director; Brandon Stocksdale, National Park Service Community Planner; Jake Powell, Utah State University Assistant Professor; Ron Torgerson, Deputy Assistant Director SITLA; Chris Haller, Program Manager, Utah State Parks, OHV Program; Dr. Michael Clay, BYU Associate Professor; Andy Adamson, Manti Bike Trails – Utah High School Bicycle Club and Trevor Powell, GVHS Principal.
Donation:  Brian Sorensen came back in requesting a donation of a family swim pass for Jacko Hill’s benefit dinner.  Councilmember Crane approved of that donation, and the rest of the Council as well as the Mayor approved as well.
Councilmember Crane made the motion to accept the names of those listed for appointment as members of the new Trail Committee.  Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 roll call vote.
Discuss and Proposed Approval of Partnership with SITLA for Appraisal of G-Hill Land ~ Mayor Nay
Mayor Nay reminded the Council of their previous discussions regarding a proposed purchase of the G-Hill, but SITLA was unable to do a survey on the land without having approval from the city.  They had asked the city to cover $1,000 of the $2,500 cost of the survey.  Councilmember Crane suggested this be held off until the area plan was completed.  He didn’t see there was any rush to do this.  Mayor Nay thought the area discussed to protect the G-Hill would encompass approximately 30 acres.  The area discussed was viewed on the overhead projector.

Review Water Connection Fees ~ Councilmember Andersen

Mayor Nay handed out a document Supt. Childs had put together showing the city’s cost for a water connection fee.  When asked what other cities charge, Councilmember Andersen stated he would do a comparison with other cities to present to the Council before moving any further with this.  
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Discuss and Proposed Approval of Hwy 89 Trail Partnership with UDOT ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay reviewed the Hwy 89 Trail Partnership with UDOT, and an email from UDOT was read noting what their expectations were and what Gunnison's responsibilities would be.  This would go from the corner of Hwy 89 and Main Street on the northside to the cemetery road.  There would be a sidewalk in front of the Peterson’s home that would be funded from leftover UDOT sidewalk grant money from last year.  Mayor Nay suggested keeping Gunnison City’s name in with UDOT for these CAP grants whenever they came along.
Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve the HWY 89 trail partnership with UDOT.  Councilmember Mellor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 roll call vote.
Review Purchasing Policy, Chapters 2.1,2.2 and 2.3 of the City’s Administrative Policies and Procedures Manual ~ Councilmember Taylor
This will be tabled to a future meeting to allow the Council time to review the policy.
Review Updated Industrial Park Survey with Proposed Approval of Concept Plan ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay presented a survey completed by Savage Albrecht Engineering as a concept plan for the Industrial Park.  Mayor Nay reminded the Council this had been discussed, but never approved.  This would be very helpful to show people when they were interested in purchasing property and/or locating a business in this area.  Mayor Nay pointed out the city could go through the process of splitting the lots as the need arose.  The Mayor and Council reviewed the large plat maps made up to view the proposed concept plan.  Mayor Nay would like the surveys attached to white boards to have an easy access and easy viewing upon approval.   There were two different surveys with one including area from KC Farms added in for proposed future growth.  Councilmember Taylor appreciated the convenience of viewing this when people were interested in property at that location.  Councilmember Crane would love to see this industrial park developed, and used Mt. Pleasant's industrial park as an example of the growth that could happen.  Councilmember Taylor mentioned the trouble all of the large box stores are seeing with their stores closing, and all of the small shipping stores opening up all over due to all of the online shopping. 

8:30 pm Anita Lyon left.
Councilmember Taylor made the motion to approve the industrial park concept plan.  Councilmember Crane seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, January 8, 2020, Work meeting Minutes for Friday, January 10, 2020, and City Council Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, January 21, 2020

Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Wednesday, January 8, 2020, work meeting minutes for Friday, January 10, 2020 and city council meeting minutes for Tuesday, January 21, 2020.  Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.
The Council received an electronic copy of the current financial statement of the city.
City Business and Future Items

County Youth Help:  Mayor Nay reported on a non-profit group that had been set up in the county to help the youth.  This group was called Sanpete Cares, and they were set up to help in areas such as suicide prevention, drug prevention, etc.  This program was to help the youth feel connected and get involved.  They gave a test and divided it up by No. Sanpete and So. Sanpete, and for $150 the city could get the specifics for our area.  Mayor Nay reported 42% of the kids don't feel connected.  This group would like the city to be aware of this so they would know the importance of activities and creating recreation.  There was currently $3.7 million that may be available in the county, and they would like to do a youth recreation area in the county, and Mayor Nay would like it in Gunnison.  
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Signage:    Mayor Nay indicated a person couldn’t see the Gunnison sign as they came down the hill into Gunnison, and felt this wasn’t doing anything to promote the city.   There wasn’t anything coming from the south to promote Gunnison either.  Mayor Nay would like the Council to play around with some ideas and bring their suggestions back.  Councilmember Andersen suggested the 
triangle on the east side of the highway on the north side of the city be utilized to put something better together.  Mayor Nay stated UDOT had already given their permission for the city to use that area.
Library:  Councilmember Mellor reported he had attended the Library Board meeting, and Tom Stafford was put in as the new Library Board member.  He appreciated attending the meeting and the opportunity he had to talk with Librarian Childs.

P&Z:  Councilmember Taylor mentioned Bruce Parker had been laid up, but was hoping to get to work on a new Airbnb ordinance for the city.  Councilmember Taylor also noted the Planning Commission had discussed the city’s ordinance regarding alcohol sales during a public hearing, and had recommended a change to the Council.  He recounted 80% of the people didn’t see a problem with businesses being allowed to sell off-premise alcohol during their open hours. This would be added to the next agenda.  Councilmember Taylor reported the Planning Commission had approved a lot split for Jason Dallam.  This would be split into four lots, and was located behind Beth Wilson’s house.
July 4th:  Councilmember Crane was putting the July 4th Committee together.  He would talk to Councilmember Hill to try to get the information from last year.

Water:  Councilmember Andersen would get the requested information on the water connections.  Councilmember Taylor would like to see a couple more quotes received for parts.
GIS:  Recorder Braithwaite had spoken with Kelly at Sunrise Engineering regarding a public works inspection program.  This worked hand in hand with the GIS system the city already had, and is actually just another layer of the system.  Recorder Braithwaite reviewed the photos of the program indicating how the workers would know what had been inspected and where.  Kelly indicated there would be an initial fee of $500 per system so the total fee would depend on how many systems the Council would like to add.  The Council unanimously agreed this would be a good program, and would like it added to the next agenda for proposed approval.
Discuss Upcoming Personnel Vacancies and Strategies ~ Mayor Nay

Mayor Nay addressed the vacancy that would be left in the Treasurer’s position the first of May when Treasurer Taylor retired.  This vacancy would be discussed further. 
Closed Session

Councilmember Crane made the motion to move into closed session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-205(1) of the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (a) discussion of the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.  Councilmember Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.  

8:45 p.m. Closed Session.  Everyone left but the Mayor and Council.
9:46 p.m. Councilmember Taylor made the motion to come out of closed session and return to open session.  Councilmember Crane seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

Discuss and Proposed Approval of Hiring New Pool Manager ~ Councilmember Crane

Councilmember Crane made the motion to approve Matt Reber as the new Pool Manager.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.
Adjourn 
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Crane seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a 4-0 vote.

9:50 p.m. Adjourn
__________________________________                                                                                                     

Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder

__________________________________

Lori Nay, Mayor  

___________________________________

Approval Date

