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CEMETERY BOARD MEETING
EPHRAIM CITY HALL 
5 SOUTH MAIN, EPHRAIM, UTAH
DECEMBER 11, 2019
3:30 P.M.


Board Members Present:  Chair Beverly Thomas, Board Members Dale Nicholls, Allen Keisel, Stephen Crosland, Dick Olson, and Councilmember Tyler Alder.

Board Members Excused:  Jack Anderson

Staff Present:  Secretary Randi Spurling, City Manager Shaun Kjar 
Others Appearing: Scott Stevens, Sandra Summers, and Luke Summers


CALL TO ORDER
The Ephraim Cemetery Board convened on Wednesday, December 11, 2019, in the Ephraim City Hall Board Room.  Cemetery Board Chair Beverly Thomas called the meeting to order at 3:30 P.M.  

I.	 MOTION AGENDA 

A.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to approve the minutes from the last board meeting on October 16, 2019, was raised by Dick Olson and seconded by Steve Crosland, pending the change of the word “council” on the last page to the word “board.’ [Correction has been made.]  The motion carried. Approved minutes were signed by Beverly Thomas and attested to by Randi Spurling. 

B.	 ITEM
	 REPORT FROM SCOTT STEVENS REGARDING PIONEER CEMETERY SOLUTIONS	
	Prior to Scott’s arranged arrival time of 4:00 p.m., Dick notified the Board that he was not clear on the scope of the project, but that he did see Scott’s work and asked him to attend our meeting. Dick asked the Board for clarification on the project. Beverly explained that the record of names of people buried at the cemetery is in an unprotected book that needs frequent replacement due to weathering. The Board is looking for a more permanent, possibly metal, list of names. At one time it was suggested to involve Eagle Scout candidates, but the project proved to be too costly. Beverly noted that there is about $3,000.00 in funds available for use at the Pioneer Cemetery from previous fundraising. Dick suggested possibly having a metal list, hanging down from the ceiling of the kiosk. Beverly thought about having them listed in metal booklet form. The Board discussed which metals would be most feasible. Shaun estimated that there were about 810 names.

	Scott Stevens said that pricewise, a stainless-steel base with a copper face would be close in price to granite. Since there will be around 810 names, placing them on metal plates was discussed. Dick and Steve will take Scott out to the cemetery to show him what will be involved. They will discuss ideas and bring back to the Board. Scott said that during the winter he is very busy so the project will have to wait until spring. 

C. ITEM
	APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATION TO RESCIND MONUMENT MARKING FEE
	Randi summarized previous conversations about the marking fee. Currently the City charges a monument company $10 if they would like the grave marked by the cemetery crew prior to installation of a headstone. One company consistently pays the $10 fee, but most others neglect to pay. City resources are expended trying to collect the $10. Randi has noticed that it is to the benefit of the City to have the space marked correctly since incorrect placement due to refusal to pay the $10 fee results in extra work for City personnel. She requested input from the Board. Allen suggested raising the price to make it worth the time of the City. Dale asked if there are situations where people just go out and place the monument without notifying the City. Randi said that yes, many times monuments are placed without notification to the City.  Dale recommended issuing citations to those who place monuments without paying the fee or notifying the City.  Dick noted that raising the price would be penalizing those who do pay because of the neglect of those who don’t pay. Shaun recommended setting a stricter expectation with the companies that don’t pay. Beverly and Allen agreed that better enforcement is required. This item will be tabled unless stricter enforcement does not produce results.
	
D. ITEM
	PENDING PROJECTS
1. KILLED-IN-ACTION MONUMENT
	Beverly explained that the monument recognizes those Ephraim residents killed in action and buried in our cemetery. On Memorial Day, one of these veterans will be honored by profiling their life history and service record during the memorial service at the cemetery. According to Allen, the current physical monument is in such a state that it either needs to be left alone or torn down. The possibility of honoring the veterans inside the gazebo was discussed. Beverly noted that a recommendation should be obtained from a security specialist as to the safety of the current monument.  Shaun said that would have to be with the Utah Local Government’s Trust. Dale, as a building inspector, verified that he thought the entire structure is unstable. Cobblestone does not hold the mortar. Allen provided the Board with an estimate from Dalton Memorial for a new monument with three cost options ranging from $5530 to $7795. Beverly asked when a budget request would need to be made in order to get funding for this year. A Board recommendation would need to be made by the February Cemetery Board meeting. Shaun said it would need to go through Public Works. It was recommended that the Board look at options displayed in other communities. Dale mentioned that the lighting needs to be upgraded at the gazebo. Before the meeting was over, Shaun reported that Cory Daniels, Power Director, had agreed to go check on the lights.



E. ITEM
	MEMORIAL DAY 2020

	The killed-in-action veteran by the name of Riddle will be the next one honored at our Memorial Day program. We will need to find a Marine replacement for raising the flag since William Breck has passed on. Gordon Young, Bill Branham, and Dan Nielson were suggested as possible replacements.  Dick noted that more people need to be aware when we honor specific veterans and Dale added that people gave feedback wanting to be better notified when we have a speaker. Sandy Olcott would be an option for raising of the Navy flag. Lynn Wilson and Bob Walker should be honored as Purple Heart recipients. 

F. ITEM
	CUSTOMER CONCERNS
	Randi reported on a sensitive family situation. The person reporting the situation would like to remain anonymous to avoid family suffering. The situation is as follows: A female family member purchased eight cemetery spaces in 1963. She allotted those spaces for herself, her husband, and six other relatives. One of those relatives to whom a space was allotted was recently buried in the correct space according to Ephraim City map and records. A headstone has been placed for that person and their living spouse. However, the concerned relative says updated documentation was secured in the 1980’s, showing that the person who was recently buried no longer had permission to be buried there. Ephraim City did not have a copy of those records, though the concerned relative provided proof of Ephraim City documents showing that the permission was updated to include someone different. Randi asked if the Board would like to offer the two displaced people a space. Beverly will meet with Randi for further information.



II. OLD BUSINESS
		All Old Business was conducted under the above agenda items.

III. PUBLIC COMMENT
		Shaun introduced Sandra Summers as a new member of our Recreation Board and Luke Summers who is working on a Citizenship in the Community merit badge. Shaun thanked the Board members for being here and for using their efforts to engage with the community and for honoring those who have passed on.  


IV. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS
			Dale and Allen expressed their desire that we have an outdoor location for our veterans’ memorial board. Dale also said he thought we should add Purple Heart recipients to our monuments. He also thanked Tyler Alder and Shaun Kjar for their efforts with the City.
			
			
.
	   

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Cemetery Board for consideration, the Board Meeting adjourned at 4:43 P.M.  

The next regular Cemetery Board meeting is scheduled to be held on January 08, 2020, starting at 3:30 p.m. in the Ephraim City board room.  






MINUTES APPROVED:



___________________________________				_____________________
Beverly Thomas, Chair								Date




ATTEST:



___________________________________				_____________________
Randi Spurling, Secretary							Date
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