Loa Town & Waterworks

80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747

Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266

Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian
Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                    
July 11, 2019
Mayor Cody Grundy opens the meeting and calls roll. Travis VanOrden is present, present, Bart Brian is present, Bruce Brown is present, Ryan Rees is present, Michelle Brian is present and Matt Morgan is present. 
Visitors: Curt from Rural Water, Jesse from Sunrise Engineering

Business Items:
Arsenic was good this month. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the June minutes. Bart motions to approve minutes for June with the change about the roads to say the state instead of the county will be having a crew come in to do some roads next year. Bruce seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. June minutes are approved.  

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for July. Ryan motions to approve the July accounts payable. Bart seconds the motion. All others vote in favor, accounts payable for July are passed.  

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. 
Jesse came from Sunrise Engineering to discuss funding again and the water project again. After some discussion, the board felt that they should pursue funding through USDA. They should be able to get 45% grant from them and their interest rates have dropped so that will help. Sunrise would go after the search grant first and then the town would seek funding at that point. The new problem the board is facing is the handheld water meter machine quitting them. The rates should be raised now regardless of when they do the other water project because they will need to pay back the general fund. Curt brought some different rate scenarios for the town board to look at doing. He informed them that most grant or loan agencies are really pushing for a tier type of rate scenario because it shows that people are trying to conserve water. Each scenario starts with a base rate and then an overage rate on certain gallons. There will be like 4 rate changes depending on usage. This helps people pay closer attention to their usage if they don’t want to pay more for their water. Jesse and Curt both agreed that waiting to long on some of the existing lines may be detrimental to the town. There may lines already leaking or ready to break open. Funding seems to becoming harder and harder to get also. The town knows that the lines need to be addressed in the near future but the meters going down on them was not something they expected to happen right now and the streets are falling apart too, so there’s that issue also. They all decided they will still have Sunrise do the search grant and then see about pursing funding by next year for the water lines upgrades. They would raise the rates next month to help pay for the new meters and software and then they would also be closer to where they need to be for future funding. They went back and forth on scenarios and finally decided to go with scenario 5 with the base rate at $40 for 6,000 gallons, then overage rates 1.90 for every 1,000 after 6,000 up to 20,000 gallons, then after 20,000 it will be 2.25 on every 1,000 over 20,000 to 30,000 gallons. After that it would raise to 2.65 for every 1,000 over 30,000 up to 50,000 and then $3.00 on every 1,000 over the 50,000. This would be the last tier. Curt will have a resolution done and send Michelle for them to pass at the next town board meeting. Curt will also arrange for a few companies to come give the board more information about their meters so they can get an idea of cost and who they want to go with. They can meet with them before the next meeting so they have time to investigate them and get quotes from them. The meters are a high priority so the sooner they meet the better. Curt will see what they can do and let Michelle know and then they can decide on what days and times work best. Jesse also showed the town the sidewalks grant and the possible sidewalks that can either be replaced or put in if there isn’t any if they get accepted. Sunrise will turn in the application and let them know if they receive the money. Nothing further was discussed with Jesse or Curt. 

There was only one applicant and no one knows him. His name is Ralph Spotten. He graduated from Bear River High School so he is 18 years old and lives in Fremont now. The board thinks that Matt should just decide if he wants him to help him or not. 
There was a letter to the town from the Barbara Tewell about her living in her rv on her property when it is against town ordinances. Michelle read it to the board but they decided to have her give it to the Planning and Zoning Commission and let them make a decision on it. 
Michelle got an email about the basketball hoop. The hoops that we bought are not the same as the ones they have now. They changed designs just after we bought them. So, the new one they sent us doesn’t fit. They would have to redrill holes to make it work. The company would send a video to help us do it. Matt was going to check with Sevier Valley Glass and see if they can just replace the glass. Or they can send a smaller one backboard but that will look funny to have two different sizes. I guess they will see if glass can be replaced and if that doesn’t work then they will probably just have to drill new holes. 
No other business was discussed. 
Information Items:

No other information was discussed.
The Mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn.  Bart makes a motion that we adjourn. Travis seconds it. All others vote in favor. Motion carries.   
Meeting Adjourned.
