Loa Town & Waterworks

80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747

Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266

Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian
Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                   September 13, 2019
Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Travis VanOrden is present, Ryan Rees is present, Michelle Brian is present and Matt Morgan is present. Bruce Brown and Bart Brian are absent. 
Visitors: Charley Chappell, Chappell Dairy and Blackburn Dairy
Business Items:
Arsenic was good this month. It was a little higher than last month but still under. 
Matt said that the fair turned out okay and things are back together again. Just a few broken sprinklers but nothing serious and the paint is coming off the ball court. Things were relatively good. Vandalism has not been a problem lately. He is just gearing up for the fall and getting things winterized. There is a burial next Monday. So, he will have that coming up. Nothing else is really happening at the moment.  

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the August minutes. Travis motions to approve minutes for August. Ryan seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. August minutes are approved.  

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for September. Travis motions to approve the September accounts payable. Ryan seconds the motion. All others vote in favor, accounts payable for September are passed.  

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. 
Charley came to see about the board giving some kind of discount to people that are on set incomes that cannot afford the water rate change from $22 to $40 a month. He told them that Aurora City gives like a 20% discount to those that qualify that are on set incomes, like social security. He just wanted to see if they thought they could consider it as well. He realizes that they have water lines to replace and things need to get paid for but this jump is going to really hurt some people. He thinks they should reconsider some the project and maybe not do as much as they are planning on doing. He thinks that even though Main Street is only a 4-inch line it is pvc pipe and there hasn’t been enough change to prove that they need to change them yet. The Mayor stated that the water flow was a big issue for fire suppression. They were inadequate for state standards and the size of trucks we have. This will adversely affect our iso rating. Upgrading the 4-inch line will get us where we need to be. The board feels like they have cut back what they could on the project and they realize that the raise in price isn’t ideal but they don’t feel like they have many other options at this point. They should have done some raises before now so that this hit wasn’t as hard but they didn’t know that they were so far under where the state required them to be to get funding. They are certainly sympathetic with him and others about the rate increase. The board appreciated him coming and will certainly think about his proposal. They know that he has been a part of the water system for a long time and they value his opinion. They appreciate his interest and him coming and discussing things with them. No decisions were made at this time. 
The dairies came to discuss their concerns about the rate increase as well. They are the ones that are going to be hardest hit because they are the biggest users. Both dairies are using around 300,000 to 400,000 gallons of water each month. They do not feel that the rate increase is fair to them. They cannot change the amount they are using because the cows are drinking that much. There’s no way for them to conserve on that. The Chappell’s have 300 cows and the Blackburn’s have roughly 200 head. If the town proceeds with the rate increase, they have looked into pulling out and drilling wells. They realize that they use a lot but they feel like they are really being hit hard and the dairy business is rough right now so they just can’t pay that much. They know that the town has lines that they need to upgrade and they know that they have to produce income in order to get loans, but they will have to pull off the water system if they proceed with this increase to their bill. It will go from $500-$600 to around $1,000 to $1,200 each month. They believe they can justify drilling wells with that kind of hit. The board listened to their plea and are sympathetic to their concerns. They are willing to go over their options again and see if there is anything, they can do to ease the blow a little but still reach the amount needed to apply for funding and be able to back loans. They will discuss further next month with the entire board and have Curt from Rural Water go back and see if there is any way to make things still work without doubling their bill each month. They appreciate them for coming. No decisions were made. 
Bart had talked to Rick Draney about the town helping with the fence that is between his property and the veteran’s memorial. Rick sent a letter about it to them. He paid someone to remove the old fence and build a new one and paid for all of it. He is not expecting the town board to help pay for it but Bart had told him that the damage to the fence was a result from sprinkler damage on the town side. He would gratefully accept anything from the town but not expecting it. The board wants to compensate him fully, they don’t feel like he should have to pay for the fence that the water ruined. Mayor Grundy calls for a motion to pay Rick Draney for the fence. Ryan motions to have the town pay Rick Draney for the fence he paid for. Travis seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 
Information Items:

No other information was discussed.
Travis will talk to McCoy about the sign coming into town. Travis had talked to Mike James and he told him that we could cut them down but his wife might get mad. Michelle had contacted the tree company and they were supposed to come give them a bid. He said they were super busy but they would come as soon as they could. 

Michelle wondered about the sidewalk in front of the Elmer business on main street, if anything had been figured out. Ryan had volunteered the board to do it but she didn’t know if anything had been done. Ryan, Cody and Matt said they will get on it. 
Michelle is also wondering about the fencing around the wells. They mentioned it but she never heard back from anyone about the specs so she could advertise. Matt is supposed to get the specs for it and get them to Michelle. 
Michelle heard back that they didn’t get awarded the safe routes grant. 

The Mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn.  Ryan makes a motion that they adjourn. Travis seconds it. All others vote in favor. Motion carries.   
Meeting Adjourned.
