 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BY-LAWS OF THE

QUALITY GROWTH COMMISSION

Approved: June 9, 1999 - Amended: March 24, 2010
ARTICLE 1: ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES
1.1
Establishment

The Quality Growth Commission, hereinafter referred to as the Commission, was established by the Quality Growth Act of 1999.  (House Bill 119; also at Utah Code sections 11-38-101 through 11-38-304)

1.2
Purposes
The purposes of the Commission are to:

A.
Advise the legislature on growth management issues.

B.
Make recommendations to the legislature for future quality growth laws.

C.
Conduct a review in the year 2002 and each subsequent year to determine statewide progress on planning issues, and report to the legislature.

D.
Administer the LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Fund.

E.
Assist local governments in their efforts to identify locally appropriate quality growth principles.

F.
Provide local government with grants for training, planning, or public participation to create and implement quality growth initiatives.

G.
Complete the additional tasks assigned by the legislature and report to the Political Subdivisions Interim Committee by November 30, 1999.

H.
Provide information and technical expertise to assist the private sector (profit and non-profit) to understand and implement quality growth.

ARTICLE 2: MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS 

2.1
Commission Membership
Each member of the Commission shall be appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the Senate.  The Commission shall be composed of thirteen (13) members as follows:

A.
Two persons at the state government level consisting of the Executive Director of the Department of Natural Resources, and the Commissioner of Agriculture.
B.
Six elected officials at the local level, three of whom must be nominated by the Utah Association of Counties and three of whom must be nominated by the Utah League of Cities and Towns.  

C.
One person nominated by the Utah Home Builders Association.

D.
One person nominated by the Utah Association of Realtors.

E.
Two persons from the agricultural community, nominated by Utah farm organizations.

F.
One person selected from the private profit or nonprofit sector.

G.
Five members of the Commission must reside in counties other than those of the first or second class.

2.2
Term of Membership
Members shall serve for no more than two (2) consecutive four (4) year terms; except that the initial terms shall be staggered as provided in 11-38-201(3)(a).  

2.3
Change in Official Status of Members

If a member knows that his/her official status will change such that the composition of the Commission will no longer meet the requirements of 2.1 above (e.g. if an elected official chooses not to run for reelection or loses an election), said member shall notify the Commission as soon as possible and tender his/her resignation to be effective prior to or at the time of the change in official status.  When the Commission receives notice of a members pending change or actual change in official status, the appointment process shall begin immediately.  The intent of this section is to ensure that the Commission maintains a full and effective membership to the extent feasible.

2.4
Removal
The Commission by a vote of nine members may recommend to the Governor the removal of any member for appropriate reasons, including, but not limited to, conviction of a serious criminal offense, failure to disclose a conflict of interest, and failure to fulfill commission duties, including failure to attend meetings in accordance with section 3.6.

2.5
Vacancies
Any vacancy in the membership of the Commission due to death, resignation, or removal, shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.  Any portion of a term served by a member shall constitute a full term for the purposes of limitations on reappointment under 2.2.

2.6
Responsibilities of Members
It is the responsibility of the members of the Commission to participate in meetings, review grant and loan applications, approve projects for funding, make grant and loan authorizations, approve and execute all documents necessary to accomplish the purposes of the Quality Growth Act of 1999, take whatever actions are necessary to protect the assets of the Conservation Fund, and make other recommendations regarding quality growth and critical land conservation in Utah.

2.7
Officers

The Commission shall elect by a vote of nine members a chair and a vice-chair from among its members and such other officers as it may deem necessary.  The chair and vice-chair shall serve for a term of two (2) years or the remainder of their respective terms as members of the Commission, whichever is less, and may be reelected. The Commission chair or, in his/her absence, the vice-chair, shall conduct and preside at all meetings.  If the chair and vice-chair are absent from any meeting, the voting members present shall elect a temporary chair by a majority vote.

ARTICLE 3: MEETINGS AND VOTING
3.1
Meeting Schedule and Notice
The Commission shall hold regular monthly meetings on a date and time to be determined by the Commission or upon the call of the chair.  The meetings will be held in Salt Lake City at the State Capitol unless another location is chosen.  Notice of all meetings shall be given in accordance with the Utah Open Meetings Act.  If the chair calls a special meeting or changes the time or location of any regular meeting, notice shall be given to each Commission member at least three (3) business days prior to the scheduled meeting.  Such notice shall specify the time, date, and location of the meeting and the purpose for which the meeting is called.

3.2
Meeting Agendas
Items of business to be included in the meetings will be determined by the chair.  The agenda items for each meeting shall be set in advance so that the Commission members and staff can make the necessary preparation for the meetings.  Items for consideration may be introduced by members of the Commission for consideration at a future meeting, or, if appropriate, acted upon at the time of presentation.  Public comment may be permitted as appropriate on items being considered.

3.3
Quorum
Seven (7) members constitute a quorum.  Commission members may not send designees for the purpose of constituting a quorum.  Electronic communications may be used to hold a meeting or to establish a quorum, in compliance with the requirements of the Utah Open Meetings Act.

3.4
Voting
Voting members of the Commission shall be those as outlined in Article 2 (2.1).  Each member shall have one vote in the Commission.  Substitutes or designees at meetings are not allowed to vote.  Proxy votes are not allowed.  A majority of the entire voting membership of the Commission, seven members(7), is necessary to pass any motion.  In the event of a tie vote, the motion being voted on shall be deemed to have failed.

3.5
Conflicts of Interest
Members of the Commission are subject to the requirements and penalties of the Utah Public Officers= and Employees= Ethics Act, Utah Code 67-16-1 through 67-16-14.

3.6
Attendance
Commission members are responsible to attend all meetings.  If a member wishes to be excused from a meeting, said member shall notify the Commission staff prior to the meeting and state the reason for being absent.  If an emergency prevents a member from giving prior notice of an absence, said member shall inform the Commission staff as soon as possible of the reason for the absence.  If a member has three (3) consecutive absences the Commission shall recommend that the Governor remove said individual from the Commission, unless the Commission finds that circumstances warrant that the absences be excused. 

3.7
Compensation and Expenses

No member may receive compensation or benefits for the member's service on the Commission.  Members may be reimbursed for reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties at the rates established by the Division of Finance under Sections 63A-3-106 and 63A-3-107.  A member may decline to be reimbursed for reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of the member's official duties.

ARTICLE 4: SUBCOMMITTEES
4.1
Subcommittees
The Commission may establish subcommittees as it deems advisable and feasible, the membership of which may or may not be made up, in whole, from members of the Commission.  The chair shall appoint the heads of subcommittees as required.

ARTICLE 5: GENERAL PROVISIONS
5.1
Staff Support
The Governor=s Office of Planning and Budget will provide staff support for the Commission.  Additional staff services may be provided by the Utah Association of Counties and the Utah League of Cities and Towns as provided in 11-38-201(7)(b).

5.2
Rules of Procedure

When parliamentary procedures are not covered by these bylaws, Robert=s Rules of Order, Revised shall prevail.

5.3
Duration
The duration of the Commission shall be perpetual, unless abolished by the state legislature.

ARTICLE 6: AMENDMENTS
6.1
Amendments
These by-laws may be amended, repealed, or added to at regular or special meetings of the Commission, provided that written notice shall have been sent to each member stating the amendments or changes which are proposed to be made.  Proposed amendments shall be considered to have passed if two-thirds of the voting membership of the Commission vote in the affirmative.
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